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The protound Wiſdoni of Hai. Ebn £ . 
both in Natural and Divine things" ; | 
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W hich he attained without all Ce ; cf 
with Mea, ( while be lived in an Iſland & foli- "4 
tary life, remore fromaH Men from: paar -« 
fancy, till he arrived at fach perfeltiony. Y | 


Writ Originally in uMibick, by. 4 þ 
| Ebn T ophait ; : 
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An Advertiſement to che. A 
READER.” 
H is Book or Epiſtle of Abi Jarplady 


is to be found in an Hebrew Ver . 
ſion, arcording to the account of the 
atine Tranſlator ; and Moſes Narbonen< : 


lis, 4 learned Few, hath writ Commentaries 


$-pon it. The Author, to wit, Abi Jaaphar, be | 
Y:ved contemporary with Averroes, who died 
bout the year of the Chriſtiaz acconnt,1198% * ? 
$0 that the antiquity of this Kelation; i about © 
Five hundred years old, Since the Latine- © 


er fron of it came abroad (which wai'in the  * 


ear, 1671,) it us tranſlated ento Durth "4 
ome conſiderable time ago : after it carne in © 
o my hands, and that 1 peruſed it, I found 4 "+ 
rreat freedom in mind to put it into Engliſh - 
or 4 more general ſervice, as believing ff+ © k 
hi2ht be profitable unto many; but my par - 4 

icular motives which engaged mit hefexri 
pas that I found ſome good things init; mr 
pere both wcry [avonry and refreſhing aunts: - 
-- and indeed there are ſome ſerte; 
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Mained therein, and if thy taſte be ſound , re- 
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it that I highly approve, as where he ſaith, 
Preach not thou the ſweet ſavonr of a 
thing thou haſt not taſted ; and a2ain where 
he ſaith , In the rifing of the Sun is that 
which maketh, that thou haſt not need of 
Saturn, Alſo,he (howeth excellently how far 
the knowledge of a man, whoſe eyes are ſpi- 
ritually opened , differeth from that knows | 
ledge #þ4t mcn acquire ſimply by hear-ſay, | 
or reading: and what he ſpeaks of a degree of 
knowledee attainable, that is not by premiſles 
premiſed, and concluſions deduced , is 4 

rertain truth , the which is enjoyed in the | 
conjuadgion of the mind of man with the 
ſupreme Incellec,atfcer the mind is purified 
from its corruptions, ' and is ſeparated from 
all bodily images,and 1s gathered intoa pro- 
found ſtillneſs, Theſe with many-other pro- 
fitable things , agreeable to Chreftian Prin- | 
ciples, are to be found here, But, Reader, 7 * 
am far from urging thee to receive far cer- | 
tain, every thing in ths Books nor do T re- 
commend every thing in it unto thee for 
truth : yet whatever may be otherwiſe in it, 
aoth not hinder to make a good uſe of the 


things which are bath true and profitable Con 


cerve © 
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chivve What is agreeable therennto, and Paſs - 
by what is otherwiſe. The deſign of the Ak- 
thor is far (Thbelieve) from perſwading men 
to (light or refuſe the help of outward means 
of knowledge, ſuch as the teſtimonies of gbod 
and wiſe mtn ; and indeed it is as far from 
_ my own deſign , who have nndertaken this 
| Tranſlation: It is the too much relying and 
i reſting upon them, and neglefting thoſe na- 
tive ang iniyard teſtifnonies ix the fonl and 
mind of man it [elf , that both the ſcope of 
the Buok and. my defizn in the Tranſlation 
doth fence againſt, If it appear unto thee, 
_ that the Author, or yet the perſon of whom 
he writeth; hath been a good man, and far bt- 
yond many who have the name of Chriſtians, 
that have had better outward opportunittes to 
learn to be good then he, ſuch as the uſe of rht 
holy Scriptures and other helps ; think not 
ftranee of it, but remember, there hawe been 
enftances of good muy mentioned in the Scrips. 
tures, who had not the Oracles of God ont= 
wardly delizvertd unto them, ſuch as Job,the 
three wiſe ten of the Eaſt, Cornelius and 
others, Yea , Juſtine Martyr ffurk not 10 
call Socrates a (hriſtian , and that all who - 
lived conform unto that divine reaſon and 
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word in them, and which is in all men,. (as. 
ſaid the above-mentioned Author , in one of 
his Apologies ) were and are: Chriſtians, 
1 ſhall conclue with a ſaying of Auzuſtine, | 
de clvitate Del, .{/6,18, cap. 47, and ano- 
ther of Ludovicus Vivcs, in his Commen- 
tary: on the (ame words: Nor doT think. 
(ſaith Auguſtine) that the Jews dare con- 
tend , that none belonged unto God., but. 
the Ilaelices, On uhch Ludovicus Vives: 
faith thus, So great a matter is it to be 
willing to be 000d, although thou haſt nor. 
any from whom thou mayeſt be taught ver- 
tue: and in this ſort of men, what is want- 
ing but water? ſeing they have obtained 
2nd received the holy ſpirit ng otherwiſe 
then the Apoftles, Peter witneſſing , 'thar 
ſome were filled wich a civine inſpiration; 
whom the myſtical water had not touched : 

. ſo the Gentiles not having a Law, and na- 
urally. doing the things of 'the Law, area 
Lay to themſelves, 2nd tharlighr of ſo livg 
ing is the gitr of God ,and cometh fromthe 
Son, of whom j it is written, who eulighrens 

eth. every man they cometh into a warkl 
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= HE wiſe DoRor,che Pri ri 
RI Knowing.cthe Excellentsthy 
feRt, the Learned Abi Fald 


Fi © God,' che ercat - the- re tells. 
JN © the ancient, che Tncien, 
* the knowing, the moſt know: 
* ing, the wile, the molt wiſe, the 
* merciful; the moſt mwefciful, che beneficial, the. 
* moſt beneficial, the bountiful, the moſt bounti=. 
* ful, who taught the uſe of the Pen , who equght' 
* man that which he knew nor, becauſe 
© eſs ofGod was reac cowards hup. I praiſe bimfor | 
2  higexcellent gifes,and | gs: himit —_—— = 


- 


 Wrinual benefics, and I reftifie chat there is not a God 
« bur:the one God, 1 * hath not a Conſort, &c. 
Q. excellent, fincere, and moſt dear Brother, 
( God give thee an everlaſting continuance,and bleſs 
thee with a perpetual happineſs.) Thou defired me 
to declare unto theq, whatever I could, of the my+ 
fetie ofthe Eaſtern Philoſophy, which the DoRor, 
' the chief Prieſt , 4bu Alt Ebn Sins mentioneth : But 
know, ithat it belongeth unto him who would at- 
tain to the eruth, that he ſeek it, and uſe diligence in 
the acquiring it ; and ſuxely thy demand hath.raiſed 
in me an, excellent motion of rind , which hath 


broughy.me (praiſe uyto.God.) cg percoivethe Rate | 
which 1 ſaw nor betore,and hath promoyed me toſo if 
””- remote a period, that the rongue cannot declare, nor 


can the e:gquence of ſpeech expreſs it > whereas it is 
of another {ort, and of another world, differing from 
them; bug thatthis ſtate, in reſpeR of the exwltati» 
ons joy» pleafure , and gladneſs which is in it, is 
ſuch, that.hbe who hath attained it, or hath.come to 
any period of it, cannot conceal it, or keep it ſecret, 
thatexultation, cheartulneſs, gladneſs, and de« 
be befallet him, which driveth,bim to expreſs it 
'& ummarily. butnor diſtinAly-: But it he be of thoſg 
, hone Sciences have not (haxpened, he ſpeaketh | 
1: 22 thee chimes of it, which he doth not comprebend z- 
is ſachag.one {aid when it was ſo with bin, O'me to be | 
raiſed, bow great. am |! and avocher ſaid, 1 «tht. 
:.and another ſaid, There is nething under this 
bing, kat. God* Bur Door 4bu Hamed: Hgazali, 
| - 4 unto this Rate, he uled this Verſe 
jally 


| And {© was, What it Ws, of that, Whereof I made rn 
8 ink 240 h 4 Se 6 
Bat thmk thou, that it was good, neitber enquire thog. 

, after What manner the hve Is, es © 


(3) | he 
For Letters had poliſhed him. and the Cultivated, * 
Diſciplines had ſharpencd him : Bur | 
take notice of the ſaying of 4bu Becri Ebn Alſagegh, 
which isjoyned to his diſcouorſe of the deſcription 
of the Conjunition [| of the Intellett With man,] for, (aith 
he » leeing the Intellett is the ſeope opoled in- his 
ur & Book, then i (hall appear that the ſame cannot be 
t= Þ perceived out-of the uſual Sciences, in thar degree 
in & wherein it was : but what he conceived in his mind» 
«> Þ ofthe ſenſe of it, was acquired in a degree, in which' 
th Y be being placed » he ſaw himſelf abſtracted fromal};+ 
te © former things, endued with other thoughts which 
ſo © depend not from matter, and are more noble then to 
or © be imputed to the life which is from nature » but are 
is certain properties from the properties of thoſe who 
m Þ© are blefled, very different from the olicion of 
j- © the natural life, but ate properties of chem , which 
is MW ace properto the bleſſed ones, whieh it is fie chatrywe 0 
co Yall them, Divine properties, which God (molt bighguwed 
-t, @ 1yto be praiſed) giveth to whom he willeth of HERS 
+. © ſervants, Bur this degree is atrained tinto. whllit = 


wo EUT-17 enr—arscy Þ 3-54 of ſpeculative Scie 
le .and of cogitative* ifition : nor 13: is @onps 
th £ that he attained itgznorecred from ic. Barghe 


| z- © Bre* which wefirfFhioced ac, is anotheg ly 
be Þ} »1chough ir is ch&fame, becaufe rhere is walhwaran 
by ered in itz/ contrary unto what . IST 
bjs & cheather. Bur it's diſtintion confifteti 

4;, |} celfion of peripicuity, and becauſe he peygnnn 

ſs £| the help of a ching which we call nope 


Meraphorically, ſeing we'fid nor, neither angnnny 

commonly uſed, neither mn che. proper term oC4De 

DoQtors, »-name which declareth that - if 512 

thing, wheteby that form of perception: - Is perceived, 

perceiverh.. Bur this ſtare. which we +: = 
EIEW B 2 mertioned, . 
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(4) 
® aetioned, and to the ket” of ſome taſte of 
which thy queſtion moved us, is of thag 
Nymber, fort , which Sheich Abu Ali infinuateth 
where he ſaith, © Thereafter, when che 
« will and the exerciſe hath come to a certain period, 
«here appertaineth unto him pleaſant forms from 
 *the Aſpect of the true Light,as if the, 
Glancings. * were Coruſcations , lightly ſhining 
Kher ©* upon him, then they depart from 
e him, then are cheſe ſudden occurfhons multiplied 
© uno him, when he continueth i exerciſe, then he 
* zs accuſtomed tro them, until they come unto him 
« without exerciſe , and how oft he beholdeth any 
. *« thing ſhortly, he inclineth from it, un- 
" Court or ©tothe border of holineſs, and he hold- 
threſbold, *eth ſomewhat in memory of his mat- 
- *Crers; and then ſuddenly it meets him, 
« ſo. that almoſt he ſeeth the truth in every thing ; 
©then exerciſe leadeth him to that perteRian, whoſe 
Kare is curned uato him, into a firm tranquility of 
ind, and ic becometh familiarly known , which 
ed but co (teal on, and that which glanced light- 
Wot a manifeſt light , and their happen«: 
eb TT mo him a firm knowledpe, as if it were a con« 
tellow(bip. » Theſe are the things, with o- | 
which he delcribed of che orderly progreſs of F | 
| 
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wacil cacy come to the comprebtenhon ; 
620 that his ſecret Looking-glats is 


[4 ? is? ;>poliſhed, whereby over againſt him 
-8c'Y + = beholdeth that part in which. the 

nd chen molt choiſe delights flow down BY: 
abun 42 and inwardly he rejoyceth io bis mind, 
for _ prints of truth which he ſcech therein ; and 
when he-is placed jn this degree, he hath a reſpeR 
unto the truth, and a reſpect unto his ſoul, and he is 
yet 


. 


(s) 


he departs from his ſoul , and only look- ''* » 275 
eth unto'the border ( or Court of Holji= i: Holy: 
'neſs ) but if hereſpeRerh his ſoul, it is © - Gown, 
becauſe che ſoul reſpeReth zharg/ and 2 
there it is fic that the Conjunttion be { with::God, ] 
And after thoſe manners » which he deſcribed! the 
would havehis taſting to be ; nor by way of ſprcrs 
lative apprehention elicited, and premiſles premited; 
and concluſions deduced, And it thou would have 
a fimilitude, whereby the difference may appeariuns 
to thee betwixt the apprehenſion of this ſet of men 
and the apprchention of others; conceive mn the 
mind the tate of one who is born blind, but'who'is 
of an excellent ingine , a ſagatious conjeRture; firm 
memory, a well diſpoſed mind and hath grown up 
from that time» wherein he firſt wasin ſome Region 
where he ccafed not to make known to :hunſelt dre 
' perſons of men, there, as alſo, many kindsofrhmy 
both living and wanting life, and the Streengt che” 
Town, the Wayes, the Houſes, 'the Marcatou 
by the other wayes of apprehending, which het 


Town, without a guide of the: way, and*th 


c know every one, who meets him,and (hould/preſencs- 
ly ſalute him; and ſhould diſcersscolloutts;and know 


* & their definition, by the deſcriprions of their:Nuaes/ 


| 20d ſome definitions, which (hould-declart thenks 


| Then after he hath cone umo this degree that his 
eycs are opened, and that he hactsa; percepion-Hy 
fight and when he went cthroughechar whole FowHhn 
and compaſſed it, that be foundnothing at all con- 
trary unto” what he had beleived'; and that he had 
known every thing, which wasthete and had found 
the collours to be afrer the ſame manner, which did 


B 3 (hew 


moved hither and chicher, until atlaft- 5 Mfted]} " 


until he come to that that he carrpo round 'aboutthe- 


— 


ig (6) 
'- ſ(hew the deſcriptions to be true whetewith they 
were deſcribed, bur chat in all theſe, two greatthings 
befel him following one another, to wit » a greater 
(picuity and clearneſs of things, and a great plea» 
ure» Therefore the State of Contemplants, who have 
not come to the degree of nearneſs | unto God J it 


which are known in this ſtate by the explication of 
their names, are theſe things which Abu Becr, ſaid, 
were more excellent then co be Imputed to the natu» 
ral life, and which God giveth to whom he pleaſerh 
of his ſervants. But the Rate of the Contemplane, 
who have come to the deyree of nearneſs[unto God,] 
and upon whom , God hath beſtowed that thing, 
which ( as we have (aid) is not named a power, but 
metaphorically, is that ſecond Rate. But now he is 
rarely found, who is of that degree » who was al- 
wayes clear in bght, having opened eyes, who needs» 
ed not contemplation. Nor do I underſtaud here 
(God bonour thee with his nearneſs ) by the appre- 
heoGbn of the Contemplants, that which they appre 
hend from natural things , and be the apprebention 
. of them, who 2rencar unto God, that which they 
apprehend from ſupernatural things ( for theſe two 
manners of apprehending are very differmg, among 
thernſelyes. Nor is the one mingled with the other ) 
'Ff butthat which we underſtand by the apprehenſion 
'F5” of the Contewplants. ts that which they apprehend 
it from. things Metaphyfical, like unto 
ip £. Beyond that which Abu Becr apprehend- 
"Nature, ed, and in the apprehenfion of theſe 
| thingsthis condition is required, that 
Mediate, it be manifcſily true, and then falleth in 
a mid>ſ{peculation betwixt that, and be- 
ew1lxte 
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the firſt tate of that blind man, and the colours, 
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encreaſe of clearneſs, and with greater delight. *Biir 


& , nl | 
ewixt the apprehenfion of chem, Whio ire near.umo 
God,who apply 'their tady untotheſe things, With an 


Abu Becr reproveth then, who ſhould make mentien 
of this pleaſure arnong the vulgar, and he (aid it did 
belong co the immagining faculty, and he promiſed 
to diſcribe how the Rate of the bleſſed onesſhoutd be 
when they had at tained this , inclear and matifeſt 
ditcourſe. Burt it behoveth, that it be faid to him, 
Preach not the ſweetſavour of a thing, Whichthou haſt not 
taſted, neither paſſe over tbe necks of the true ſpeakers, _ > 
For neither did chat man any thing of chat fort, tiei» 
cher performed he his promiſe : for it is probable, © 

that the Rraitneſs of time mentioned by him, hindred, 
him from that undertaking» and becauſe he was ta- 
ken up in a Journey taken in hand to Wabran,or be- 
cauſe he ſaw, if he Chould deſcribe chat ſtate, the or- 

der of the diſcourſe would compel him» to declare 

the things, in which, he was , which would be a re- 

proach to him, in the manner of his life, and which 
would argue the precepts delivered by him, of a lyes 
whereby he incited men co multiply riches. and ga+ 
ther them rogether, and to nſe divers wayes of arts to 
acquire them. But che diſcourſe hath led us off, ſome- 
what to another thing: then that which chou didfi 

move us to, by thy deſire, as necefiry required. And 
from what is ſaid it is manifeſt, char, what is requi» 
red by chee doth INES ude'ohe of cheſetwa 
Rocks, viz. that thon aſk of char which they ſee, 
to whomic hath happened to ſee, and totaff, and to 
be preſent in thet degree of nearneſſe nntd God ; and this 
is of the things which cannor be, ſo as they may be 
deſcribed in a Book; :asthey are Ry and when 
any have undertaken it, and endeayour wakes 6 


($) 


word or writ to expreſle it, the true rea» 


Or m4tz= fon of it is changed, and paſſeth unto the 
ner; parts-of another ſpeculative kind ; for 

when it is cloathed with letters , and 
Bodily, voices» and becometh near unto the cor= 


poreal world, it doth not remain in chat 
Rate wherein it was, io any manner or way» and the 
Ggnification of voices differ far in exprefling it, fo 
that therein the feer of ſome err from the right way) 
and ic 1s thought concerning others,that their feet are 
Nidden, when they are not ſlidden : but che cauſe 
thereof is this, becauſe it is a thing which hath no 
bound in the ſpace of a large trat , which compal- 
ſeth, is not compaſſed; But the ſecond of the two 
Rocks, which as we (aid, thy queſtion did neceſla- 
rily include, is, that thou haſt dehred that a thing 


be made known unto thee, in that manner , as they 


do it who give themſelves to contemplation 3 and 
this isa thing ( God bring thee near unto himſelt ) 
the reaſon whereof requireth , that it be deſcribed in 
',, Books, and ferms of words to expreſs 
Pure it: but that is more rare then the Reed 
Gold, Sulphur , and eſpecially in theſe Regions 
YH wherein we live, becauſe it is ſo lfirange 2 
thing, that but one after one actaineth it but a little, 
ang'who have attained any thing of it, have not des 
clared it unto.men, but by ſome obſcure tokens : 
for che Hanjfitick Set, and Mobammedick Law, for- 
biddeth men to dive into it and admoniſheth them 
to bewareof it. And think not that the Philoſophy 
which hach come unto us in the Baoks of Ariſtotle, 
and fba-Naſri, and in the Book of 4l/bep5a, doth 
ſuffice anto this defign which thou defred, nor kath 
aty of the Andgloſepi, written any thing of it, which 
a luftice, for they who were educate in A 
b 0 
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.conjunion, of the intellect with man , is not altogecher 


#7 + OP 
of men of an excellent ingine, ſpent their life io the 
Mathematical Dilciplines- and attained a great de. 
grce in them, betore che Science of Logick and Phi- 
loſophy was propagated in that place , nor could 
they do any thing further, Then an age of men ſuc- 
ceeded unto them, whoexceeded them in ſome $kill 
of Logick, to which they gave pains, but ſo, that it 
brought them not to the true perfeRtion. . Therefore 
one of themſelves ſaid, It troubleth me. that there are 
to knowledges of men, nor is there any thing tobe added 
unto them ; the oneis the true knowledge , Which is at= 
tamed With difficulty, and the other falſe, the attaining 
of which is unprofitable, Then others more (ſharp=_ 
ſighted ſucceeced unto thoſe, and who came nearer 
unto the crutch, among whom, none was of a quick» 
cr ingine, or who perceived things better, or more 
truly,then 4bu=Becr-Ebn-Alſaijeg, but that the world 
did take him up, until death took him away before 
the treaſures of his knowledge were manifeſted , or 
the ſeccefies of his wiſdom were publiſhet!, and maſt 
of his Writings which are found}; are imperfe&t; and 
mutilate in the end, as &js Book of the Soul, gnd of tbe 
government of him who hath given bimſelf- #0 a ſolitary 
life, and What be wrot of Logick, and N atural: Know- 
ledge ; but his-perfeRt Books: are pr ra- 
Ctats, and Ep haſtily written ; and this he.de- 
clared, ſaying;that, whoſe demonſtration was -pro- 
poſed to him, in the Epiſtle of Alctte:ſab; i. e--the 


manifeſt in that diſcourſe, but after greatdi | 
and trouble» and becauſe the method of his Explt 
cation, in ſome places is not ordered in ſo perfect a 
way : but if more time were given him, be purpoſed 
to change it. And thus is the matter , as to what 


we 


hath come to us of the knowledge of this man 2 bur pe 
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in the beginning of which he plainly afficmeth, 


(to) 
we {aw him not; 2nd who were contemporary wich 
him. wete ſuch men, 2s cannot be ſaid co be equal 
to him in degree, nor ſaw we any thing done by 


them : but who (uccteded them that lived in our 


time, are but yet making progreſs, or have ſtood 
(hort of perfection, or how they have been truly, is 
not known to us, But as concerning the Books of 
Aba-Neſri, which hath come to us, moſt of them 
are of Logick,: and ſuch as are come to us of Philoſo. 
phy, are tull of doubts; For he affirmed in the Book 
Almellati Alphadelati , 3, e, of the moſt excellen 
SeR, the duration of evil ſouls after death in ever- 
laſting rorments ; then in the Politicks, he ſaith ex- 


preſly, that they are diffolved and annihilated, and 


that only the ſouls endowed with vortue,and perfeR, 
do remain. Then he deſcribeth in his Book of Man- 
ners, ſomewhat belonging to the happineſs of men, 
and that it is in this life, which is of chis world « chen 
he uttereth words having this ſenſe, Vhatever 15 men- 
tioned beſides tbis, is madneſs, and old Wives Fables, 
He theretore drivech all men to deſpair of the mercy 
of God , and putreth good, and bad jn the ſame de- 
, While he maketh the end unto which all rend, 
to be Annibilatien, But this is ane unpardonable 
error, and a fall after whichthere is not a retaurati- 
on. Theſethings, befide others he brought forth, 


 whetein he judged badly of Prophecy, and that it 


properly belonged to the Imaginative faculty accor- 
ding to his opinion,and that he preferred Philofophy 
wro it with other things not needfull comention. 
But touching Ariſtotle his Books, 4l/beigh- Abu-dli, 
ſupplyech their vice, in his Explication of them, hav- 
ing fol owed his ſet, and going in the way of his 
Philoſophy + in the Book Alſbepba, ji, e. of ſuficien- 


that 
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(11) 
that in his opinion» the trutb differeth from what he 
delivereth therein and that he m-.. 2 that Book acccr» 
ding to the DoRrine of the Peripateticks 3 bur he 
who would ſee the truth , wherein is nothing ob« 
ſcure, (hould look on his Book of Philolophy Almo. 
(rokis, i. e. Oriental : bur if any take pains to read 
the Book Alſbepbes, and the Books of 4riſtoile, ic will 
appcar they agree in moſt things alchough there be 
foe things in the Book Alſhephs, which came not to 
us from 4riſtotle ; bur when he hath recerved all 
things which the Books of Ariſtotle have given him» 
and the book Alſhepha, according tothe ourward 
ſound of che words, not turning the mind tothe hide 
den, and inward ſenſe of them, he ſhall no wayes be 
brought unto perfeRion by then as 4i/peich- Abu. Ali 
in the Book 4/ſhephe admoniſheth , but as for the 
Booksof Alſbeich- Abu- Hamed- Agaſali,helofar,as be 
ſpoke unto the vulgar one time bindeth another time 

loſeth and reproveth ſome things of infidelicy,then he 
profefieth them then in the number of them , for 
whichhe accuſeth the Philoſophers of in fiidelity, in 
the Book Hlta-Hapbot(comonly called Deſtrufttion) 
1s that, that they deny the reſurreRtion of bodies, and 
afhrm that reward and puniſhment belong to ſouls 
apart: then he ſaid in the begining of the Book 4l- 
mizen, ( j. e. the Scakes,) that this is the opmion 
of the Suppbian DoRors preciſely ; and 2pam in the 
Bookdlmunkedb. Men-4ldelali-Walmepbſch. Bel-4b 
wall, i.e. freeing from error , and explaining the ſtate, 
be ſzitb , his opinion is the ſame With tbe opinion of the 
Sapbij; and that be is brought to it after a long 
ſearch : And many things of this kind are in his 
Books which he (hall ſee, who looketh on them and 
confidereth attentively. And he ſeekerh to be excu(= 
ed for this deed in the end of theBookMizen-Alwal, 
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| (12) 
i.e. the Scales of ations , where he affirmeth that, 
Opinions are of a threefold kind , firſt, that which is 
common With the vulgar, in that which they think, 
Secondly the opinion , according to which ane an« 
{wer isgiyen coevery erquirer, and that ſeeketh dirs 
rection. .Thirdly, the opinion, which one retaineth 
with himſelf, and which none knoweth, but who is 
his Conſort in his opinion : then he ſaith after, Bur | 
if there be-not in theſe words , but ro make thee | 
doubr of thy opinion, which thou haft hericably re« 
ceived; this is enough to profit ; for who hath not 
doubted, doth not conſider , who hath not confide- 
red,. (hall not perceive, who ſhall nor perceive, ſhall 
remain in blindneſs and perplexity : then in place of 
2 Proverb, he uſed this Verle, | 
- Receive what thou ſeeſt, and let alone What thou haſt 
ne by the hearing. 
- Inthe riſing of the Sun, is that Which maketh, that 


thou baſt not need of Saturn; 


” And this is the manner of his DoCtrine ; and the 
? greateſt part of it is by Xnigma's, and obſeure To- 


kens, of which he teceiveth not profic : buc who 
firſt diligently looketh into theſe things with the eyes 
of the mind, then heareth them again from himſelf, 
or whois ready to underfiand theſe things, excelling 
in ingines and co whom the leaſt beck ( or nodd ) 
ſufficech; | Butthe ſame Author ſaith, in the Book 
Alia-wabar, 3.e, of Pearls, that he hath Books not 
ro be communicated, but unto choſe who are. fit to 
read them, and that he hath put in them #he ſincere 
tratb 5 butnone of them came into Spain, ſo tar as 
we know:; but there came Books into Spain, whom 
ſome think are thote incommunicableBooks,bur « is 
not ſo; for theſe Books are Almaarepb, dlakliab, i. te 
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(13) 
Waltaſwiati, i. e. of Inflation, and Aquation , and be- 
Gdes them, a ColleRion of divers Queſtions.”  Buc 
theſe Books, however ſome. hints were inthem,con- 
tain no great matter further ro the diſcovery of things, 
beyond what is ſcattered in his known Books, Moree 
over, in the Book Almekſad Alaſna, i. e. 

Moſt bigh marks , is found that which is Aims, 
deeper, than what are contained in theſe | 
other : and he plainly affirmeth, that che Book Al= 
mekſad Alaſna, is not communicable , whence it is 
neceſſarily gathered, that thoſe who came unto ug, 
are not thele incommunicable Books , but ſome later 
Authors perſ{waded themſelves, char in his difcourſe, 
which falleth in near the end of his Book Aimeſchat, 
j. e. ofthe /ittle window, .there is ſome great matter, 
which hath made them fall into a depth, whence 
they cannot extricate themſelves, and that is, his 
ſaying, after he had reckoned up diverſe kinds of - 
them who were cncompaſled with lights, or who - 


by the ſhining of the divine lHigbt , are probibited.foom Y. 


an acceſs, then he paſled unto the mentioning of 
them who came near unto God, wherein he ſaith, + 
that they determined , [that this Great Beeing is de- 


(cribed by Attributes , which ovcrturn the imple ' 


Unity, whence it ſeemed rothem necefiarily-to tol- 
low, that he believed a certain mulciplicity in the 
Eſſence of the true God. God 1» far above What the 
Knrighteous ſay : nor is it doubtful among us, that 
DoRor Abu Hamed is of their number, who attain« 
ed the chief happinels, and came.unto 
theſe noble an ' holy places of conjundti- Viz. ticb 
ons but his hidaca or incormmunicable : God, 
Books, which contain the knowledge 
of acvelation, have not come unto us , nor was the 
truth clearly made manifeſt co us » m_ we 
ave 
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(14) 
have attained, and which was the Butt ( or Mark ) 
which we have reached unto by knowledge , vatil 
we followed his ſayings, and the ſayings of DoQtar 
Abu Ali, and comparing them together , and joyn= 
ing them to the ſentences which aroſe in this our 
rime, to which ſome are addited.of them who have 
profeſſed Philoſophy , until che truth appeared unto 
us, firſt by way of diſquiftion, and infpeRion there« 
after concerning, it, we have found at preſent this 
ſmall caſte, from che preſent ſenſe of things, and then 
we (aw our ſclvesfit ro ſay ſomething , which may 
be called our own, Buc we have determined that 
thou (hauld be the firft ro whom we might give 
this which is beſide us, and ſhould give it to be 
looked on, which we have attained, becauſe of the 
integrity. of thy friendſhip, and fincerity of thy 
gentleneſs : but if we ſhould propoſe unto thee the 
ends of that which we have attained in this ſort, be« 
+ fore wegive thee the principles thereof confirmed, it 
- would nar be any thing profitable unto thee » more 
then a thing received by tradition , and generally 
ſaid; This is it, if thou chink well of us, according 
tothe love and friend{hip which is among us, not 
that we are worthy that ic ſhauld be received what 
vie ſay. Nor do we wilh unto thee, but what is 
above this degree, nor are we content wich it , that 
thou be in this degree ; ſeing it ſufficeth not to 
ſalvation, nor to obtain the higheſt degrees. But 
we will lead thee through paths wherein we have 
formerly walked, and we {hall make thee ſail in che 
Sea which we have firſt ſailed our ſelves , that it 
may bring thee whicher it hath brought us, and that 
chou mayſt fre of it what we have ſeen, and by thy 
own fight mayeſt have a certain knowledge of the 
things which vec have certainly known, and that - 
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(15) 
be hot needful unto thee to fix o knowledge on that 
which we have known : but ehis needech a certain 
ſpace of time, and that nor. ſmall, ang chat one be 
free from buſineſs, and with the whale benc of his 
mind apply himſelf co this kind. But it this be in- 
deed thy purpoſe, and with a fincere affection of 
mind prepare thy felf co reach this mark, in the mor» 
ningchou ſhalt praile che tedious and irkſome tre- 
yel of thy nigbt- journey » and ſhalt receive the bleſ- 
fing of chy labour, and thou ſhalc bave God accep- 
table ro thee, and he ſhull have thee acceprable to 
him, and I ſhall be unto thee ſuch as thou loved and 
wiſhed wich thy whole heart and whole mind : and 
I hopeto lead thee in a molt right way , arid moſt: 
ſafe trom evils and hurts. Although at preſent ſome 
ſmall glance hath offered it lelt unto me, whereby L 
may kindle thee wich defire, and may ſtir thee up to 
enter into the way, while 1 ſhall deſcribe unto thee 
the Hiftory of Hai-Ebn-Tockdban, and 

Abſali, and Salamani, on whom Al. Or, 4/all, 
eich Abu Alt put theſe names, in the 
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y Hiſtory of whom there is an example to the under« 
8 Eanding, and an admonition co him who hath an 
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Ur pious Forbears have reported . that there jg 

an Iſle among the Iſles of India, (cituate under 
the EquinoRial Line, wherein Men arc born withs 
out Fachet'or Mother. And that in the ſame, there 
is2 Tree, which for the Fruit of it, bringech forth 
Women, and theſe are they which 4lmeſui galleth 
the Wakwakian Damſels; For that lfle is of all, 
places of the earth of an Air moſt temperate and per» 
feRt : the influence of the ſupreme 1;zht which arti» 
ſerh upon it, ſo diſpoſing the ſame : Alchough ſo to 
affirm, 15 contrary to the perſwalion of. the moſi of 
the chief Philoſophers and Pnyficians ; whole (en- 
rence is, thac the fourth Climate js the moſt remperate 
patr of the earch- Bur if they afficm this, becauſe, 
they certainly know that the parts fituar under the. 
Equinettial are inhabitable , becauſe of ſome impe». 
diment from the earth , ſome reaſon would favous 
their ſaying » that the fourth Climat is of the parts of 
the earth, the moſt temperat ; bur if they will chis, 
thatthe parts ſcituat under che AquinoRtial Line,are 
excreamly hot (which moſt of them manifeſtly af- 
firm ). it is falſe, ani the contrary is proven' by cer- 
train demonſtrations. For it is demonſtrated in \a- 
tural Philoſpby, that there is no cauſe of the generati- 
on of heat, but motion, or the contaR and light of 
bot Bodies, and alſo in the ſame, it is proved, that 
the Sun in himſelf is net bot, nor indued_ with any 
ſuch-qutality which pertainech unco mixcure 2 more- 
over thercin is proved, thar the Bodies, which in. 
the moſt perfe&t manner receive the light,are ſmooths 
not thin, but the Bodies fic in the next place roxe-* 
ceive ligbt, are thick Bodies, which are nor{mogth» 
burtchia Bodies, wherein is no thickneſs, —_— | 
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light. Thisonerſpecially in place of demonſtrati» } 
ON» Sheicb Abu Ali brought forth, mentioned before 
by none. This being concluded, and ſeing the pres 
miſſes are true, what neceflarily follows , is this 2 
that the Sun doth not warm the earth in that man- 
ner, as other hot Bodies, which touch, do warm 
Bodies 3 becauſe the Sun is not hot in himſelf. Net- 
ther is the earth warmed by. motion , ſcing ic reſteth, 
and remaineth in one ſtate, both when the Sun 
(hiaah on it, and when is is abſent therefrom ; bur 
that its properties asto heat and cold are contrary, 
at theſe cwo times, is manifeſt by ſenſe. But nei- 
ther doth the Sun firſt warm the Air , and next the 
Earth, by the mediation and hear of the Air ; for 
how could this be, when in the time of the heat, we 
find the Air next to the Earth, much hotter, than 
that which is ſuperior, and further diftant ? Ir re- 
mains therefore , that the 5un no other way doth 
warm the Earth» then by the force of its light : for 
heat doth always follow light; ſo that where it 
1s intended jn Butrning-glaſles, it kindlech what- 
ever is (et before it, Bu it is proved by certain de- 
monktrations in the Mathematical Sciences , that the 
Sun is of a round Figure , and allo the Earth * and 
that the Sun is far greater then the Earth : and that 
part of the Earth always enlightened, is above the. 
half of it, bur that whicb is enlightened, the middle 
part thereof hath che moſt ' intenſe light, becauſe of 
all places it is furtheſt diſtant from the darkneſs 
which is in the Circumference of the Circle, and be- 
cauſe it is obvious 'ro many parts of the Sun bue 
theſe parts near:(t the Circumference , have ſmalleſt 
light, uacil che laſt period of the Circle, which'con- 
taineth the enlightened part of the Earch, jt endech 


in darkneſs. But ſome place is the midſt of the 
| C Circle 


EPR "F15) 4 
Circle of light, when the Sun is vertical over the 
heads of the Inhabitants, and chen the heat in tha 
place ſhall bermoſt intenſe. But if there be any R& 
gion where the Sun is furtheſt diſtant from the ver+ 
tical point, that Region is the coldeſt. But it is des 
monkirated in Aſt:onomy, that in theſe parts of the 
 Eanth, under the AquinoRtial, thac the'Sun: is only 
twice every. Year vertical unto the Inhabitants, 
when it enteteth the beginning of Aries , and the be 
gion mg of Libra :-'butchrough the reſt of the Year, 
3x Moneths it declineth from them towards the 
South, and 6x towards the North * ſo that they feel 
neither exceſs of heat nor cold , but for that cauk 
enjoy an cqual temper. Theſe things need furthe 
explica:ion, but which belongeth not to our pur- 
pole. This only we have hinted unto thee, becauſe 
'_ _ nt isofthem which give a teſtimon 

A meer fabu-= to the truth of what is reported, 
Tous report, that a man in that place can be 
contraryto the born without Mother or Father, 
truth; for all For there are of them: who down- 
mankind is of right afficm; and abſolutely con- 
Adam, clude, that Hai- Ebn.Yockdhan was 
__** » oftheirnumber, who in that Regi» 

on are born without Mother or Father. Others de 
ny, and relate his Hiſtory. in that manner as we ſhall 
now mention unto thee, They report that over a» 
eainlt tat Ifle, there is another great Iſle, of a large 
tract, abounding with Commodities, inhabited: by 
men, Where at that time a man very proud, and of 
a ſuſpicious nature did goyern : he had: a Siſter that 
was very deautitul and.comely, which he kept cloly 
fromamarrying, becauſe he found not an equa] wnto: 
her. Bur there was one near unto him; called Tole* 
| «ban, wi privatly married ther , accordirig _ rhe: 
"ry won, 


5 
y. 
{'s 

by - 


a -+, A FO, oy ops gh, gy rw Fa, & fo 


a a «a a 


i 


(19) 
Rites of that SeRt of men, known in theſe times, of. 
whom having conceived, ſhe'did bear a Sons: She: 
fearing the'dilcovery of che matter,and that what ſhe 
had kept cloſs ſhould be made known, after ſhe had 
given che Infant the Breaſts , (he put it into a little 
Coffin , which when ſhe had firmly cloſed, and 
brought ir to the Shore ( ſome Servants; and the 
molt taithful of her Friends conveying her ) in the: 
fore- part of the night her heart burning towards the: 
Child with love and fear, havirig taken ber farewel 
ot the Child; ſpakethuss © O God, thou haſt crea» 
© ted this Infant, when as yet it was nothing; and”. 
chou didft nouriſh it in thedarkneſs of my bowels, 
* 2nd thou had a care of it until it came forth: 
© ſound and perfeRt; I being afraid of that unjuſt, 
* proud, and contumacious King, commit the lame 
* untochy goodneſs, boping thou wilt be bountiful 
* unto him, 'be thou an help unto him , forſake him 
'not, who ſurpaſſeR ail in mercy: - When ſhe ha@\ 
aidrheſethings, (he committed the little Coffin un-" 
tothe Sea ; which the flowing of the water moved 
with force of the Riream, the ſame night brought ro 
he Shore of another Iſland, whereof we formerly 
made mention. But the flowing of the water at 
hat time came as far up on the Land as could be, 
whither once in the year only it did reach : the wa- 
er therefore by irs force did caſt the Coffin into a 
hick Grove full of Trees, a place of a fruittul ſoyl, 
enced from winds, and rains;' and defended againſt 
he Sun, which at'its rifing and fetting declined from 
its There the water decreafing; and departing from 
\{Wbe'Coffin whetein the Infant was, ſo that it ſettled 
Wn the'fame place; the Sands , by the blowing of 
he {be winds roſe uprhicher, chat they came to a heap, 
ces Wind obſicuRſed the entrance of the light unto the 
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( 20) 
Coffin, and hindered the coming in of any water un« 
to it; that the flood might not reach it; And it came 
to pals, that when the water thruſt the Coffin upon 
'the Grove, the Nails of the Cofha looſed , and the 
Boards from one another; and when theChild being 
very hungry, cried bitterly, ſeeking help,and moved 
it ſelf, irs.ccy did come unto the ears of a wild Goat, | 
or Roe, which wanted its Hind, which having come 
from its Den, was caught by a ravenous Bird ; (be 
hearing the voice, and imagining itto be her young 
one, followeth the voice, until ſhe came unto the 
Coffin, which ſhe pulled with her Claws on every 
fide, che Child in the mean time ſtrugling within, 
ſo that out of the upper part a Board of the Coffin 
EIS did leap of : but (he having beheld the 
This is þro- Child, pitied it, and moved with Freat 
bable, ſeing affe&ion thereumto, put to it its Duggs, 
F - and pleaſantly neuriſhed it with her 
milk ; and conſtantly coming unto it, 
fed'it, and defended it from evil, And 
What liketo this is it which they record of its ori- 
this of Cy- gine, who will not affent that it was 
rus, born without Parents ;: Bur we (hall 
| afterwards declare how it did grow, 
and how jt made ſeveral progrefles one after ano* 
ther; until it reached unto great perfetion. But who 
think it was born of the earth, ſay, that in ſome 
low place of chat 'Iſland, in proceſs of years and 
rimes > 2 certain Clay doth ferment fo far » until 
heat and cold , moiſture and dryneſs agree in 
i» it an equal temper, and in «qual ſtrength; 
afd-chat there was a great tnaſle of this clay, where 
in ſome parrs did exceed others, in the equality 
mper> and were more fit for the generation of. 
$ body 3 and that the midſt of it was os 
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' perfeRt temper, and moſt equal, like unto the hurnane 
temper : the matter being agitate, bells (or bublingi) 
roſe up,as uſe to be in the bubling of waters beeat 
of the greatclammineſs of it : and it came ropa 
that ſome viſcous (cough or clammy) thing was jn 
the midſt of it, with a ſmall bel] (or bubling) full 
of a (ubtile and acry body , divided into two.parts 
with a thin vail, of a moſt equal temper, which did 
agree unto it, Then at the command of the moſt 
high God, a Spirit being infuſed, joyned it ſelf unto 
the ſame » and did cleave fo clofely unto it , that it 
could ſcarcely be ſeparate therefrom., either by ſenſe 
or underſtanding 3 this Spirit Riltfowing forth from 
' God, as is manifnſt and like tothe Hght of the Sun, Þ 
which continually influenceth- the world. Buc - 
among bodies, ſome do not return the light , fuch as 
thechin air, very thin 3 by others, the light is return-= F 
ed, but in an imperfet manner of ifumination, fuch $ 
2s thick bodies, which are not (ſmooth : but theſe _ * 
bodies differing, according to the reception of mts | 
for the ſame reaſon , their colours differ alfo : bur. 
again » by others the light is recurned in a moſt per- "> 
fect manner of illumination, ſuch ar ſmooth bodies, - 
as Looking-glaſſes and the like : ſo that by theſe 
glaſſes, if chey be concavated in a convenient figure, 
fire is kindled, becauſe of theexceſs of light, ' After 
this manner, that Spirit , whictriy.of the command- 
ment of God, is infuſed continuably int all creatures : 
But there are of them wherem no prjar of .it doth J | 
appear,for want of a fir diſpoſition itithem, fuch are - 
things withour life , reſembling theit m the former 
 fimilicude. Agaio, ſome there are ,* wherein, fome 
princ of it appeareth, as the divers ſorts of plants,ac- 
cording unto their diſpofitions, and theſe anſwer un» 
ro theſe thick bodics in the —_ ſimilitude. I 
4 3 chere 
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 thacSpirichad joyned it ſelf unto that receptacle, 
BY .chatall the other faculties yielded unto it, and obeyed 
'F* it,bcing univerſally chereunto ſubjeRed by the com» 
FE mandmentof God. But over againſt that recep» 
LF tacle, another bubling aroſe divided intothree re- 
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(2) 
there are ſome wherein the impreſſion thereof is very 
conſpicuous , and theſe are diverſe kinds of living 


creatures » which reſemble thoſe [mooth and (hining 
"bodies in the ſame fimilicude.» But among thole 


ſmooth bodies , ſome more plentitully receive light 
fromthe Sun, becauſe they reſemble the figure of the 
Sun and his fimilicude, and are formed according to 
his Image : ſuch eſpecially is man , which is figni- 
fied where it is ſaid, God made man according to bis 
Image. Burt. if this form prevail ſo in bim,that in com- 
pariſon thereof;all other forms be, as it were,reduced 
to nothing, and.it only remaineth , fo that the glory 
of ics light burn up;wwhatever it caketh hold of, then 
it reſembleth choſe glaſſes which rcfleR light in 
themſelves, and burneth up other things ; bur this 
befalleth none but Prophets, and all this may be- 
come manifeſt in.a fir place. But that we may now 
return,and ſpeak more fully of whac they affirm, who 
deſcribethis manner of generation. They ſay,when 


ceptacies, among which , there were thin partitions. 
and open paſlages ; and they were filled with a 
body of air, nor unlike unto that wherewith the fiſt 
receptacle was filled , but that that was more thin; | 
and in theſe three ventricles divided out of one, ſome 
of choſe faculties were placed which were ſubjeR 
to it, and tothe ſame was committed their cuſtody 
nd defence , and whatever (hould ariſe there, they 
ould deferre it, whether much or litcle, co the firſt 
( or chief) Spirit,placed in the firſt receptacle. Abs. 
aovcr againſt this ſecond receptacle,a third babing | 
LON 2M role 
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| (23) 
roſe up, filled alſo with a body of air ; but thicker 
then the two former, and in this receptacle were pla» 
ced ſome others, of the inferiour faculties, ' for che 
preſerving and {ultaining of which, it was appoint 
ed: and cheſe were the three teceptacles, to wit, the 
ficſt, ſecond and third , which were firſt made out of 
the great maſle of that fermented clay » in the man» 
ner we have deſcribed: But they needed mutual 
help one of another, and the firſt needed the other 
two , for their obedience and ſervice, and the two 
needed the firſt, as ſubjeRs need their Prince, and 
commanding them who are under command : yer 
every one of them, in reſpe of the members after- 
wards formed; was a Prince, not a Subject : but one 
of them, to wit, the ſecond, was of a moreablolute 
power then the third, Bur the firſt , by the force of 
that Spirit joyned thereunto,and of its burning heat, 
became into a conical figure of the fire ; and ſo that 
thick body which compaſſed it, was of the ſame fi- 
enre » and became ſolid fleth , covered with a thick 
covering for its preſervation. This whole member 
1s called the Heart : Now in reſpect of the diffoluti- 
on and lofſe of moiſture, which tolloweth the heat, 
ſomething was neceſſary which might ſerve to ſu- 
Rain and nouriſh it» -and continually reſtore what 
was conſumed, otherwiſe it could not endure. Als 
ſo it wasneedful , that it ſhould be couched with the 
ſenſe of what was convenient for it, and might at- 
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'trarythat it mighr thruſt it back. To the ſupplying 
one of themin things veedful, one member is ſubſti= 
| tute with the faculties thereto belonging 3 another 
. member ſupplicd another with chings it needed, 
That member which did prefide over the. things be- 
longing to ſenſe, was the Brain; chat which ordered | 
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ra ir unto it ſelf, as alſo with the ſenſe'of the con» F | 


C 4 con» |, 


(29) | 
concertiing the nouriſhment, was the Liver. Bothof 
them needed chat firſt member , that it might help 
them and their peculiar faculcies proceeding of them 
with ics heat : And for the good of all, there were 
ivrerwoven diverſe paſſages and opens , ſome wider. 
then others, as the neceſfity of the thing required ; 
and ſo the Arteries and Veins came to be. Atter 
this,they proceed to deſcribe the whole Structure of 
the body and all its members, in the ſame manner as 
the Phyſiologues uſe ro depaint the formation of the 
Embryon in the womb, omitting; nothing till the 
Whole compoſure be perfeted, and all its membery 
compleated, and thar it reſemble an Embryon preſents 
ly to come forth of the womb. And to deſcribe theſe 
things fully, they call in for help, that great ferment- 
ed maſle of clay, which was of that condition, that 
of it was formed whatever is required ro the pro- 
F#. creation of Man , of the coverings which cover the 
*$ body, and other things of chat fort; and when it 
&- was perfeted , that thele coverings being rent by it, 
fell away as in the grief of child-bearing , and that 
It broke through the other hardened part of the clay, 
Ar length that this Infanc, the matter of the nouriſh= 
ment decaying, and huvper urging it, cryed for help, 
and that the Goat which had loſt its young one, 
hearkened unco it. Then what they declare after 
thisplace, and what thoſe declare who embrace the 
formet {enterice,are agreeable. For both ſay , that 
F this Goat which received the child , having pot a 
fruitful and large paſture, became fat, and bad that 
abundance of milk , whereby ro nouriſh the Infant-- 
* after the beſt manner : and (he was alwayes with-- 
| it, and never departed therefrom, but when chrough® 
| necefiicy ſhe went tocat- Alſo the Infanc uſed the” 
| w of the Goat», ſo that it (he Rayed aways 
ba longer: 


(25) 


of MW longer then uſually, ic would cry bitterly, which 
Ip MW when the Goat heard, preſently ſhe ran unto it. Nor 
m MW was there any ravenous or hurttul beaſt in the whole 


Ifland. So the Infant encreafed and grew, being 
nouriſhed with the Goats milk, untill ir wastwo 
|: Wl years ol, ac which time it began by degrees to go, 
e& © and have fore>tecth, and it alwayes followed the 
of W Goat, which kindly entreated it, and embraced ir 
2s WH with tender affeRtion,and led it unto places that were 
ie planted with fruitful trees; and The fed irwith the _ © 
0 i ſweet and ripe frujts which fell of from the trees, _ 
rs Wl breaking them which had a hard ſhel with her teeth; 
= MW and when it ſought milk, ſhe gave it her Duggs, and 
ſe WW when it defired water (he led jt thereunto, and where 
- MW che beams of the Sun troubled it , ſhe ſhagowed it, 
it WW whore ic ſuffered by the cold , ſhe warmed it, and 
« WH when night enſued,(ſhe led it to the former place, and 
e Wl covered it, partly with her own body , and partly 
it MW with the feathers that remained of thoſe .wherewith 
t, WH che cofhn was turniſhed when che Intant was pur 
c WW incoic; and as often as they eirher went forth ar 


» WM morning,or returned at evening a company of Goats - - 


- WW accompanied them, which in the morning wene 
, WM forth with them, and at night lay inthe ſame place 


Goats, did alſo imitate cheir voice: with its voice, 
that ſcarce was there any d ference. Alfoin the - 
ſame manner, whatever voice it heard, whether of 
Birds or other liviving creatures, it exattly reſembled 
them,by a faculty wherein it excelled, of 
ing whacever ic would, Bur the: yoices: which ir 
moſilgreſembled were theſe of the Goats, whereby 
they fought help,or cajled cheir neighbours,or would 
that they ſhould come nearer , or go farder off; for 


unto theſe yarious ends, theſe living —_— ane 
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with them, So the child ill remaining among the 


| (24) .. 
coticerting the nouriſÞment, was the Liver. Bothof 
them needed chat firſt member , that it might help 
them and their peculiar faculties proceeding of them 
with ics heat : And for the good of all, there were 
ivrerwoven diverſe paſſages and opens , fome wider 
then others, as the neceſſity of the thing required; 
and ſo the Arteries and Veins came to be. Atter 
this,they proceed to deſcribe the whole Strufture of 
the body and all its members, in the ſame manner as 
the Phyſiologues uſe ro depaint the formation of the 
Embryon in the womb, omitting; nothing till the 
Whole compoſure be perfeRted, and all its members 
compleated, and that it reſemble an Embryon prelents 
ly to come forth of the womb. And to deſcribe theſe 
things fully, they call in for help, that great ferment» 
ed maſſe of clay, which was of that condition, that 
of it was formed whatever is required tothe pro« 


$. creation of Man , of the coverings which cover the 
#F body, and other things of chat ſort; and when it 
&&- was perfeRed , chat theſe coverings being rent by it, 


fell away as in the grief of child-bearing , and that 
- It broke through the other hardened part of the clay, 
Ar length that his Infanc, the matter of the nouriſh» 
ment decaying, and hunper urging it, cryed for help, 
and chat rhe Goat which had loſt its young one, 

hearſiened unto ir. Then what they declare after 

thisplace /and what thoſe declare who embrace the 
| former {enterice;are agreeable. For both ſay , that 
this Goar which received the child , having got 2 
fruitful and large paſture, became fat, and bad that 


abundance of milk , whereby to nouriſh the Infant” 
afcer the beft manner : and (he was alwayes with: 
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- Its and never departed therefrom, but when through* 
| neceflicy ſhe went toeat- Alſo the Infant uſed the? 
| company of the Goat, ſo that if ſhe Rayed 208 ps 
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(25) 5%; 
longer then uſually, ic would cry bitterly, which 
when the Goat heard, preſently ſhe ran unto it. Nor 
was there any ravenous or hurtful beaſt in the whole 
Ifland. So the Infant encreafed and grew, being 
nouriſhed with the Goats milk, untiil ir wastwo 
years ol, at which tune it began by degreesto go, 
and have fore»tecth, and it alwayes followed the 
Goat, which kindly entreated it, and embraced it 
with tender affeftion,and led it unto places chat were 
planted with fruicful trees , and the fed it with the 
ſweet and ripe fruits which fcll of from the trees, 
breaking them which had a hard ſhel with her teeth; 
and when it ſought milk, ſhe gave it her Duggs, and 
when it defired water (he led jt thereunto, and where 
the beams of the Sun troubled ir , ſhe ſhadowed it, 
where ic ſuffered by the cold , (ſhe warmed ir, and 
when night enſued,ſhe led it to the former place, and 
covered it, partly with her own body, and partly 
with the feathers that remained of thoſe wherewith 
the cofhn was turniſhed when che Intant was pur 
incoirz and as often as they errher went forth at 


morning,or returned at evening a company of Goats - . 


accompanied them, which in the morning went 
forth with them, and at night lay inthe ſarme place 
withthem, So the child (ill remaining among the 
Goats, did alſo imitat; cheir voice: with its voice, 
that ſcarce was there any d ference. Alſoin the - 
ſame manner, whatever voice it heard, whether of 
Birds or other liviving creatures, it exactly reſembled 
them, by a faculty wherein ic excelled, ofapprebend- 
ing whacever ic would. Bur the yoices: which ir 
moſilgreſembled were theſe of the Goats, whereby 
they ſought help,or cajled their neighbours,or would 
that they ſhould come nearer , or 89 farder off ; for 
unto theſe yarious ends » theſe living creatures have 
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(26) 
diverſe voices : and ſo the Child atd the wild 
Beaſts accompanied one another , for neither did 
they (hun him, nor he them. And now when 
the images of things became fixed in his mind, 
after they were removed from his 6ght, he was 
ſo afﬀfeRed , thac he defired fome of them, and 
had an ayerfion from others In the mean 
time » while he vieweth, all che kinds of the 
wild beaſts, he ſaw them all cayered with Wool, or 
Hair , or diverſe kinds of Plumes ; alſo he beheld 
their nimbleneſs and rength, and what armour the 
had to beat back the things which contended wit 
them, as Horns, Hoofs, Spurs, and the like ; but 
whereas he looked to himſelf, he ſaw himſelf naked, 
defticute of armour,flow in motion, weakin Rrength, © | 
when they contended with him about the fruics that | 
' wereto be eaten, {o that they kept them to them» , 
ſelves, andjpulled them from him, nor could he re-f ; 
rain chem from him, or flee from any of them. Al-M | 
ſo he ſaw that his neighbours the lictle Hinds or Kids | 
came to have horns co grow on them , which they Þ , 
firſt wanted, and that though they were weuktoÞſ } 
; 
\ 
t 


run, yet that at length they becamenimble , but he 
-perecived none of theſe to befal himſelF Confider- 
-ing this in his mind, he was ignorant what was the 
cauſe thereof; alſo he beheld the creatures wherein 
was any fault or defeRt of members, nor did he find 
among them any like to himſelf ; conſidering alſo in 
the beaſts the paſſages of tne excrements which he; 
ſaw covered, and that the paſſage which ſerved tos 
the groſſer excrement, was covered with a tail , and 
that which ſerved the thinner, was covered with 
hairs or ſomething of that kind, and that their { 
cret parts were more covered then his : all theſe bred 
grief and anxiety unto him, which when he he bas 
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long conſidered earnefRtly, and was now ala ſe- 
yen years old, he deſpaired of attaining char , che 
want of which troubled him. Then be cook bread 


| leaves of trees, ſome whereof he put on the bunder- 


para of his body, and ſome on the fore-parts » and 
aving made a Girdle of che Leaves of Palms and 
Ruſhes, where with he girded himſelf, he hungthem 
to himcthereby ; but after a {mall rnwe the Leaves 
becoming dry and withered , fell off from him : 
therefore he ceaſed not totake others, adding others 
to others of them, in double plyes or folds,by which 
means they remained longer, but yet it was but for a 
ſhort time. Alſo he took unto him a Reff off the 
boughs of a Tree, and having made the ends of it 
handſome, and {ſmoothed the middle of it, he began 
to threaten the beaſts which oppoſed him , making 
an aſſault upon the weaker, and refafting the ſtrong= 
et» Atterthis manner he ſomeyat underfiood his 
own ſtrength, and that his hand far excelled cheirs, 
for it (lufficed to cover his nakedneſs , and to make 
uſe of a (aff for his own defence» fo that now he 
needed not a tail, nor yer thoſe natural Darts which 
he firſt wiſhed. Things being thus, he grew up, 
and paſſed beyond the (cventh year of his age, and 
whe the frequent repairing of the Leaves was 
troubleſome unto him, wherewith he covered hime 
ſelf, he thought jn his mind cotake to him the tail of 
ſom* dead beaſt, and hang it to him» but that he ſaw 
the living beaſts of irs own kind co ſhun the dead, 
and flee fromthem, ſo that it would not be fic for 
him coenterprize any ſucb ching. unti] at length he 
found 2 dead Eagle, whence he ſeemed to get his de- 
Gre accompliſhed. Therefore taking an occafion 
thence,when he ſaw that none of the beafts fled from 


that, be caming unto it, be cut from it the wings 
and 
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and the tail, whole as they were , and he ſmoothed 
the feathers that were ſpread'forth, and then! he pul. 
led off what remained of the skin, and dividing it 
in two parts, he hung the one to his back and the 
other co his belly, and to the parts under the ſame: 
alſo he faſtned the tail co himlelf behind , and both 
the wings to the upper parts of his arms * after 'this 
manner, he had that which both covered him » and 
warmed him, and alſo which ſtruck fear into the 
hearts of all the beaſts ; ſothat none of them con- 
tended with him, nor rehſted him, nor came near 
unto him , but the Goat which gave him milk and 
nouriſhed him, for ſhe never left him , nor he her, 
tillſhe became old and weak ; and then he led her 
to the beſt paſtures, and pulled ſweet fruits, 

Lean- and gave her to eat: but weakneſs and 
neſs, languiſhing ceaſed no: to prevail over her, 
and daily co approach, until death fiezed 

on her, and all her motions became ſtiil, and all her 
aRions ceaſed. But when the Child ſaw that it was 
ſo wich her, he was greatly ſtruck, fo that almoſt 
for grief he had expired; and he called upon her with 
the ſame voice which ſhe uſed to anſwer when (he 
heard ir, and he ſtirred her up, with crying as loud 
as he could, bur he perceived no motion nor change 
in her : he b:gan therefore to look to her ears and 
eyes, but fond no viſible hurt in them, and in the 
ſame manner conſidering all che members of her bo- 
dy, he found nothing amils ia them : Bur he great- 
ly defired to find that place where the defe&t was, 
that he wight remove it from her, that ſhe might re- 
turn to her former ſtate ; but nothing of this ſort was 
in readineſs, nor could he do it. That which mov- 
ed himto this confideration, was, what he noriced 

in himſelf ; for he ſaw wheu he cloſed hs eyes» < 
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(29) | | 
covered them with any thing , that he could ſee no 
thing, until that hinderance were removed 2 al 
when he would put his fingers into his cars, and top. 
them,he would hear nothing until he removed themy 
alſo when he preſſed his noſe with his hahd, he 
could find no ſmell until he opened his nofirils, 
whence he gathered, that all his ſenſes and ations 
were obnoxious to hinderances, which could im- 
pede them; but theſe hinderances —_ removed, 
that the aRions returned. When therefore he had 
Viewed all the outward members, nor found any de= 
fault inthem, and he oblerved. an- univerſal ceflati- 
on of the whole, which could not more be imputed 
to one member then another ; at length it came 
into his mind, that the hurt which had befallen ic 
was in ſome member remote from his fight,and hid- 
den in an inward part of the body ; and that that 
member was ſuch, that without its help, none of the 
outward members could do their office 3 and (o 
ſome diſeaſe falling into it, that the whole was dams 
nified, and the want of motion was univerſal. He 
defired therefore, if he could, to find that nvember, 
and to remove what had befallen it, ſo it would be= 
come ſound again, and thence a good would re- 
dound to the whole body, and her a&ions would 
return to their former condition. But firſt of all he 
noticed the dead bodies of Beaſts. and other Animals, 
that all the members were ſolid, 'and without any 
bollowneſs , except the (cull, the breaſt , and the 
belly. Therefore he ſuſpeRed that the member thug 
affeRted, was no where elſe but in one of theſe three 
places: but the opinion prevailed moſt with him 
that it was in the mid place of theſe three. When 
it wag now fixed in his mind altogetber; that all che 


other members necded this, and therefore it as 
rily 


( 30) 
rily followed chat its ſeat was in the middle. More- 
oyer when be conſidered himſelf, be felt ſome ſuch 
member-ir his own breaſt, and when he thought on 
the other members, as the hands, the feer, the eary, 
the noſe, the eyes | or head ] he could ſuppoſe that 
theſe could fubkift without them +: and alſo he ſup« 
poſed the ſame of the head, and he thought tliat he 
could be withourthe head + but when hechought of 
that which'he foutid in his breaft;, he did not ſee that 
he could ſubbRt without the: (ame for one moment, 
Alſo'when he did fight with any of the beaſts, with 
great diligerice he defended his breaſt from their ar- 
mour> from the ſenſe of the thing which was in it: 
when therefore'he had certainly concluded that the 
member which this hure had corrupted was in its 8 
b:ealty he determined to enquite and (earch into it,if 
perhaps he could find iw and when he had perccived 
che hurt that had befallen ic, toremove it. Bur then 
he feared 1eft chis his endeavour ſhould be worſe then 
the hart which firſt befel it, and whatever he did 
might be to-its dammage : then he conſidered with 
himſelf, if he ſaw any of the beaſts or ocher animals 
being once ſo affeRed, return to their former con- 
dition : but when he found none, hence it came to 
paſs that hedefparred of its returning to its former 
condition, if he ſhould let it alone, but he had ſome 
hopethat t might return to its former condition , if 

2t member being found our, he could remove the 
af& from it: therefore! he reſolved to open its 
A  2breaft; ahd coenquire what was in it; Untothis 
{|} + work he farnifhed himſelf with the fragments of 
#|. f hard Rtanes/ and (plits of dxy'Cavtes like unto knives, 


ſ wherewithito make an incifron among the ribs un." 
eillthe Aſh being cur that is betwixe the ribs» he. 


came uno-that* covering that is within the ride | 
S, whi 


(31) 
which when he found ic Rrong, he much ſuſpeRed 
that fuch a covering belonged to that member, and 
he was perſwaded when he ſhould get through thats 
he ſhould find what he ſought;ſo he ſet about to diſ- 
ſeR it, which was hard to him for ſcarcety of Inftru- 
ments, and that he had none others but chem made 
of Rones and Canes. Therefore when he had re- 
paired his Inftruments, and ſharpened them, he uſed 
his greateſt Art in boring chrough that cover, until 
at laſt he broke through it, and came unto the lungs, 
which at the firſt Fght he thought was that member 
which he ſought, and he ceaſed not to turn them. 
over, that he might find in them the' ſear of the dif 
eaſe» But firſt he fell upon that half of the luvgs, 
which was on the one fide, and he perceiued it lean» 
Sed ro one (ide , but he had concluded formerly 
with himſelt that that member could not be' but in 
the midſt of the body, in reſpeR of latitude as well 
is longitude; He did not omit therefore to enquire 
further into'the midſt of the breaſt, until be tourd 
the heart, which being covered wich a very. ſtrong 
covering, and faflened with moſt ſtrong ligaments, 
the lungs alſo compaſſiog ic on that part where be 
began to make an entranceto it; he faid within bum» 
ſelf, if ir be ſo with this member on the other fide, 
as itis on this, it is certainly in the midſt, and fo 
without dotihr is that I was ſeeking, eſpecially with'* 
what 1 ſee ofthe fitneſs ofthe place, ic hath ſuch exyy.4-* 
cellency of figure. firmneſs and (olidity of flefb, ard -%. 
15 covered with ſuch a covering as I find in no other. ©; *$- 
ember: fo he ſearched into the other' part of the WW: 
breaſt, where when he had found the cover within 
e ribs, and that the lungs were after the ſame man=« 
er there as in the other part, he concluded that that 
as the member which he ſought. © So he ſet s 
s Wor 
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(32) 
work to remove its cover, and difſcR the pericadiun, 
which at lengch , having uſed his «moſt endeavours, 
with ſome trouble and difficulty he got done, and 
having uncovered the Heart, when he ſaw it was in 
every part ſolid, he viewed if he could find any ob» 
ſervable faultin it; but when he could find none, 
he preſſed it with his hand , and fo there appeared to 
him there was ſome hollownels in it : he (aid there- 
fore, perhaps within this member is the laft which[ 
ſeek , and I have not as yet come unto it, So when 
he had opened it , he found two hollow places in it; 
one on the lefe part, another on the right 3 that on 
the right fide was full of a congealed blood, bur that 
on the lefe was empty , and contained nothing in it. 
He ſaid therefore, it cannot be , but the (eat of that 
thing I am a (ecking is in oneof theſe two recep» 
eacles : Then he ſaid, as concerning that on che right 
fide, I ſee nothing in it but that congealed blood ; 
but without doubt, that blood had not congealed, 

_ untill the whole body had come unto the Rate 
wherein it now is : ( for he ſaw the whole blood, 
when it Aowed forth from the body and paſſed out, 
that it congealed and grew altogether, and chat this 
blood was not unlike to other blood) but I ſee , that 
this blood allo is found in the other members , and 
cannot be appropriat to one member rather than 
another : But what I ſeek is nor of this ſort, for that 
is ſomewhat to which this place is peculiar , with» 
out which I feel that I cannot ſubGſt for one mo- 
ment, and this I ſought from the beginning. Bu as 
to this blood, as oft as any of the beaſts affaulted 
me and wounded me, it flowed from me fn great 
abundance ; nor did it hurt me any thing , nor did 
ic hinder me to perform any of my actions : theres 


fore what I ſeek » is not in this receptacle. ., Bur as-/ 
concer-' 
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cotcerting this receptacle placed on the left fide, The - - 
indeed that ic is altogether empty» bat I cannot hilt . 
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that it is made-in vain ; for I ſee thatevery 

is appointed for ſome office proper thereunto ; theres 
fore, how can this receptacle that I ſee is of ſoexcel= 
lent a fabrick , ſerve for no ule > I cannot imagine, 
but that the thing 1 ſeek was placed therein, buc char 
it hath departed from it, and left its place empty 3 
and by this means » that 7 -/ rows hach happened une 4 
to this body, fo that it is deſtitute of ſenſe, and depri= 
ved of motion, But When he ſaw that which dwelt 
in this houſe, that now ic had departed beforethe 
houſe was deſtroyed , - and- that it-had left the ſame 
when it was whole, he thought it moſt probable,that 
now it would not return to the body after it was ſo 
torn and rent. In the mean time , the whole body 
ſeemed comtemptible unto him, and of no worthy in 
reſpeRt of thatthing , which as he was perſwaded, 
did once inhabit that body , and had afterwards re- 
linquiſhed the ſame : therefore he applyed himſelf 
wholly co think of thet thing, what it was, and after 
what manner it Was, and what had joyned it to the 
body, whither it had gone, out of what gate it went 
when it paſſed out of the body, what cauſe had dri- 
ven it away , whether it went forth unwillingly or 
willingly,and if it went forth willingly, what cauſe 
had made the body ſo odious to it,that it had depart- 
ed therefrom. By all theſe things his thoughts were 
troubled, and all care for its body pafled out of his 
mind, and he threw it away ; and he now felt, chat 
the thing which was gone was the Motber which did 
ſo indulge him, and give him milk, and chatall irs 
ations proceeded therefrom ," and not from this wn- 
profitable body , and that this body was wholly bud 
in place .of «n inftrument «Das » and like the m_ 

| | witch 
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; whichhe himſelf aſed to Coke with che beaſts; 
now his delire was removed from the body , to th 
which governed the body and moved i, nor. y 
bis dcfixe more to any thing » but ro that, In ii 
mean time , that body beganto ſtink, and noilon 
{mells io tume therefrom, fo that be bad the greae 
averſian from it,and withed rather not to fee it. Af 
terwards it fel] out that he ſaw ewo Ravens fight 
againſt one another + untill the one had killed 
other ; then the ove xbar lived began co ſcrapethe 
carch,ril! ic made a hole wherein it cavered the dex 

Then he {aid with himſelf , how well hath chis Rx 
ven done, tn covering the carrion of its. neighbour 

_alchough irdid badly in killing it : how much 
ther (hould 1 dochis unto my Mother ? therefore he 
digged a picand having caſt its body thereinto , be 
thiew earth thereon; But he proceeded to think « 
that thing which governed the body ; bur he did 
not apprehend whac ſort of thing it was, but that 
obſerving all the Goats one by one, he ſaw chemwn 
be of the ſame figure and form with his Mother; 
hence it was fixed in his mind , that ſomething like 
unto that which moved and governed his Mother 
did moye and govern every one of them: thele 
Goats he accompanied , and loved them for thei} 
likeneſs unto her. Ia this condition he remained 
tor {ome time, beholding diverſe kinds of living 
Creatures and Plants, and walking along the (hore! 
of that I{|and, and ſeeking if he could find any like 
to hiinſelt, as he ſaw that every other living Creature 
and Plant had many like to one anocher, but he could 
fiad no ſuch ching, But when he ſaw the Iſle every 
where compalled wittr the Sea, he thought there was 
no other Land buttharIfle. And it happened at 


certain'time, in ſome.dry Wood,that by the _—y 
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(39) _ 
of Branches ohe upon anocher, fre came to be kinds 
led, which he beholding, he ſa® ſomewhat chat did 
terrifie him, and being a thivg he was not uſed unto, 


he Rood long admiring it : nor ceaſed he by little 
and little ro draw near unto ity and perceiving its 12+ 
diant hight and wonderful efficacy, that it rook hold 
" of nothing , bur it converted ic into its own nature 3 
08 therefore, in admiration of the thing , and from an 
OS innate boldneſs and courage , which God had pur 
in his nature, he was induced to put his hand to it, 
and he would take hold ſomewhat of it : Bur when 
he felt it co-burn his hand, and that he could not hold 
it - he efſayed to take a ſtick which the fire had tor 
wholly occupicd,and taking hold of that part which 
was yetemire , when the fire was in the other parts - 
he did the matter eably , and brought it tothe place 
where he abode,and he withdrew to his Den, which 
he had choſen for himſelf, as commodious for his 
dwelling z nor ceaſed he to propagate the fire , nou» 
riſhing it with Rtubble and dry wood, and frequent- 
ed it night andday , for the delight and admirarion 
of it. . Bur that which encreaſed his converſe with 
it at nighe, was, that in the nighr ſeaſon, it ſupplyed 
unto him the vice of the Swn, in reſpeR of light and 
heat, ſo that he was held with a moſt great deſire of 
it, and he eſteemed icthe moſt excellent of all things 
preſert with him. Alſo,ſeing ic alwayes to lean up- 
wards and to aſcend , he perſwaded himſelf that it 
was one of thoſe heavenly ſubſtances which he faw, 
and hetryed irs force on all things, throwing them 
io it, on which it prevailed more ot kfle, accdt- 
ding to the diſpoſicion of the body which he did caft 
into it, as it was more or lefle fir to be kindled, 
Amoag otter things'which he did caſt into it, for 
the trying of its ſirevgeh + ehere were ſome of Go 
$2 2 nNj- 
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animals which live in the Sea, which the Sea had 
caſt upon the ſhore,which being roſted with the fire, 
and the {mel} of them rifing up, bis appetite was 
ſtirred up, ſo that he taſted ſomewhat of them; 
which when it was acceptable to him, he accuſtom- 
ed himſelf ro the cating of fleſh , and he uſed arts to 
catch them both in the Sea and the Land , untill he 
was sKiltul of them : and his love grew towards the | 
fice , bacaule by the means thereof, diverſe kinds of 
ood viftuals were furniſhed unto him which he | 
ound not before. And when his affe&tion was ve- | 
&. hement hereunto, both for the good effeRts which he Þ 
* fawirhbad, and alſo for its great firength, it came in- 
- to his mind, that tbat thing which had gone forth out 
of the Heart of bis Mother the Goat which nouriſhed 
him,was cither of the ſame ſubſtance therewith, or of 
* alikenature. He was confirmed in this ſentence, by | 
the heat which he obſerved in all living Creatures | 
while they lived, and by the cold which happened 
unto them after death, both continual, without any 
incermiſlion ; alſo by the grearheat which he found 
with himſelf 1n his breaſt, anent that place which he 
had difleed jn the Goat. Hence it came into his - 
mind , that if he did take any living Creature and 
did open its Heart, and ſhould look into that vene, | 
tricle which he tound empty in his Mother ; when 
he opened it, it ſhould come to paſs, that in this liv- 
ing Creature, he ſhould find it fuil of that wbich 
dwelc there, and lo he (hould be certain, if ic was of 
the {ame lubſtance with the fire, and if any light or 
heat was in it or not, Therefore, taking a wild 
Beaft, he bound its ſhoulder , and in the ſame man». * 
ner he dilleted ic as he had done the Goat his Mo- 
ther , uncill he came to its Heart; and having firſt... 
wedled yrich irs left fide , he opened it > and he fave; 
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(37) Tn 
the receptacle full of air , like unto a yapour as 
a whice cloud ; then putting in his finger , he found 
it ſo hot, that it burnt him : but immediately thag 
living Creature died ; whence he certainly conclud- 
ed, that that moiſt yapour was it which gave moti- 
on tothe living Creature,and fo in all the living crea=- 
tures of whateyer kind , that there is ſomewhat like 
thereunto, which departing the living creature diech; 
Then a great defire fiezed on his mind to enquire in- 
to the other members of the living creatures, chat he 
might find out their diſpolition and place , quanticy 
and quality, and the manner of their mutual knit- 
ting, and how thac moiſt yapour was furniſhed un- 
to them , ſo that all things live thereby, how that 
vapour remanneth alive , how long: it remaineth, 
whence it is ſupplied, and how irs heat periſheth not. 
All theſe things he tried, difleRting wild beaſts both 
living and dead 2: nor ceaſed he accuratly to enquire 
into them, and ſtretch his thought, until in all theſe 
things be attained unto the degree of the greateſt My. 
ſticks of Nature. And now it became manifeſt unto 
him that every particular Animal, although ic had 
many members, and diverſe ſenſes and motions , is 
yet one in reſpeR of its ſpirit, which derived its orj- 
eine from one Center, whence its divifion into all. 
the other members had its riſe, and that all the mem» 
bers ſerved unto that, or were furniſhed chereby. 
But that the office of that ſpirit in uſing the body, 
was like unto one who fighteth with his enemies 
with armour of all ſorts, or who hunteth after a 
prey of all kinds, both in land and fea, and pre- 
pareth ſome inſtrument to every kind, whereby to 
catch ic. But the armour whereby man fighterh, js 
divided into thefe, whereby he repelleth any evil of- 
fered unto him from others, and chefe whereby he 
D 3 offerech 


(3s) 

offereth dammage unto others: ahd im the ſame 
manner the inſtruments of catching are divided into 
theſe which are fic to catch fiſhes, and theſe which 
are fit to catch other creatures belonging to the earths 
Alſo the things which he uſed for cutting , were di- 
vided into them that were fit for cleaving, and them 
fit for breaking, and them fit for bor boring. And 
alchough the body was one, yet he uſed it ſeveral 


wayes, according to the uſe of every inſtrument, and 


according to the obtaining the ends be propoſed, 
After the ſame manner he judged that the animal 
ſpirit was one, the ation whereof was the ſeeing, 
when he uſed the inſtrument of the eye; and the 
aGion whereof was the hearing, when he uſed that 
oftheear; and the ation whereof was the ſmelling, 
when he uſed that of the noſe; and the ation where- 
of was the taſting, when he uſed that of the tongue ; 
and the aRion whereof was the touch, when he uſed 


that of the skin and fleſh; and the ation whereof | 


was motion, when he uſed any member; and the 
aRtion whereof was nutrition and perception of the 
aliment,when he uſed the liver ; and unto every one 
of theſe aRtions there were ſubſervicne members: 
bur none of them could do their office but by means 
of that which was derived into it, by that {pirit by 
paſſages, which are called the arteries : (o that how 
oft theſe paſſages were either broken cf, or topped, 
the aRtion ofthat membe: ſhould ceafe. Now thee 
arteries derive that ſpirit from the ventricles of the 


brain, the brain reccivech it from the hearc: bur © 


there is great abundance of ſpirit in the brain, be= 
cauſethar is the place wherein many partitions are 
variouſly divided : but if any member by-any means 
be deprived of this ſpirit, its aRion ceaſeth; and it 
| becometh as aa abjeR inſtrument, which none views, 
an 
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and is akogether LEM 7. + : 'tutibche ſpirit al- 
rogether depart from the body, Or any WAY be COQt}- 
ſumed or diffolved» the whole body together 'is. de= 
prived of motion, and 15 reduced to the condition of. 
deach- Thus far had contemplation brought hims. + © 
when he had reached the third ſeventh year trom his, **.. 
births that is the 21. year of his age» And withaa, |}. .; 
| chat time mentioned he found our many inventions ;* 2 
d B and he cloathed himſelf with che $skins of beafte,, 
» B which he had difſeRed, and he made (ſhoes to hiam, 
1 | flftherewich, making threeds of hairs, ; 
» | andofthe bark of the reeds of wild mal- __ Rinds, 
© lows, malve's, hemp» or plants of that PR 
| | kind, whoſe rinds were fit to be threed ; and he had 
learned co do theſe things from the tormer wle of the 
* | ruſhes; and he madehbimlſelf awles of firong briers, 
and Canes (har on the ſtones : Bur he learned 
the Art of building from what he ſaw doge by: the 
{wallows : Alſo he made bimſelf a bed, and a place 
where to put the remnants of his meat , alſo he .de+» 
fended it with a door made of Canes joyned toges 
gether, that no beaſt ſhould come thichec when; he 
was ablenc about any buſineſs. Alſo he caught ra 
venous fowls, the help of which he uſed in fowling 3 
alſo he tamed fowls to himſelf, that he might have 
the profic of their eggs and young ones, He took 
alſo from the horns of wild bulls as it were poincs of 
ſpears, and faſining them to irong Canes, aud rods 
of the tree Alzani, and others, and ſo by che help of 
the fite, and edges of ſtones, he fitted them _thatthey 
were like ſpears. Alſo he made a ſhield of sking 
with diverſe plyes : all theſe things be did.becauſe 
he ſaw himſelf deſticute of natural armour, _. And 
n2w when he ſaw that his hand ſupplied the defeft 
of all choſe things, and that none of all. the for of i! 
ralts 
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beaſts reſiſted bim, TO. they fled from him, and 


overcame him by running, he invented ſome device 
whereby to remeed this, unto which thing he 
thought nothing more profitable ro him, then to 
tame ſome of the beaſts that were of a ſwift courſe, 
and to feed them with convenient food, until he 
could ger upon themeafly, and thereby might pur- 
fue the other kinds of beaſts Now there were in 
that Iſle wild horſes, ariFafſes, whereof he chool- 


ing ſome as ſeemed fitunto him, he tamed them, un» 
- till by their means he obtained his defire : and when 


he had made of ropes and skins which uf- 
Sadles. ficed for bridles, and other furniſhing » he 

accompliſhed what he expeRed of getting 
hold of thoſe beaſts , which otherwiſe by no Art he 
could attain. He diſcovered all theſe various inven- 
tions, while he was occupied in diflecting , and in 
che ſtudy of ſearching out the properties of all the 


F partfofthe animels, and wherein they differed one 


other : and that in that ſpace of time as we 
have declared, of twenty one years. Then he be- 
gzn to expatiat further in contemplation , and to 
view all bodjes which are in this world obnoxious 
ro generation and corruption, as the diverſe forts of 
animals, plants, minerals, and diverſe kinds of ſtones, 
and alſo theearth, and the Water, the exhalations, the 


lf ice, the ſnow, the bail, the ſmoak, the boar-froſt, the 


fire and heat ; in which be obſered diverſe qualities 


- and aftions, and motions partly agreeing among 


themſelves, partly diſagreeing. While he gave his 


mind feriquſly co the contemplation of theſe things. | 
he ſaw chem to agree in part of theis qualities,and'in ' | 


part to diſagree, and that. they were one in the ref] 
ofthet wherein they agreed, bur in the reſpe& of thar 
wherein they differed, that they were many and vs- 

rious 
< 


( 4r ) fs 
rious. So when he looked into the properties of 
chings, as diſtinguiſhed from one another , he ſaw 
them fo various and manifold , that they exceeded 
number, and that the nature ofthings was fo large- 


ly diffuſed, that ir could not be comprehended. ' Al- | 


ſo his own eſſence ſeemed manifold unto himſelf, 
while he confidered that he had diverſe members, 
every one diſtin from atoper by ſome peculiar 
action or property. Alſo viewing every one of theſe 
members, he (aw it could be divided into very many 
parts, whence he concluded icsefſence co be manifold, 
and in the ſame manner the eſſence of every thing. 
Then preparing himſelf co another contemplation, 
after a ſecond manner, he ſaw all his members,  al- 
though many, to be ſo connexed, that there was no 
diſcord at all amongſt chem, but were after a man- 
ner oxe, and thac they differed not, bur in reſpeR of - 
the diverſity of ations ; and this this diyerfity pro» 
ceeded fram the force of the animal ou , the noture 
of which by ſpeculation he had firſt diſcovered 
- and that this ſpirit was one in eſſence» and that the 
true reaſon of the eflence was the ſame , 'and that all 
the other members were but as inſtruments, and in 
this reſpeR he ſaw his eſſence co be one, From this 
he turned himſelf to all the ſorts of animals, and be 
ſaw that every one of them was one in this manner of 
contemplation : then particularly conſidering them | 
as goats, horſes , aſſes, and all ſorts of fowls zccor- - 
ding to their kinds, he ſaw the individuals of _ 
ſort to be like one another, both a3 co their ourwar 
parts,-and inward apprehenfions, motions, and 
inclinations,and they differed not amon chewichve 'Ss 
but in ſome few chings, in reſpeR of theſe wherein 
they 2greed : whence he concluded , that the Jþ1- 
rit which was in the whole ſpecies, was one thing) 


' 42) 

I and differed not otherwiſe, but that it was diſtributed 
inco diyerſe hearts; ſo that if it were poſſible that the 
Þbole of it, which is now-:{oattered in thole hearts, 
could be colleRed and pug .into one vellcl, thet the 
whole ſhould be one thing : Like on water , or liquor 
fict diſperſed into diveatle veſſels, and again gather- 
ed into one, which inboth Rates, both of dilperfion 
2nd colleftion was o ing; but that multiplicity 
had befallen ic in ſoo reſpeR, 


In this manner of contemplation ; he ſaw the 


whole [pecies to be one , and he concluded the mul- 


tiplicity of individuals ro be bur like the multiplicity 
of members in one perſon, which arenot indeed many. 
Then he concluded to have all tbe ! ag of animals 
preſent in his mind, and confidering them, be ſab them 
«ll agree in this, that they had ſenſe, and were nouri» 
ſhed, and did move themſelyes of their own accord, 
whither they would ; which aRions now he did 
know .to be the ations moſt proper tothe animal 
ſpirit, butchac other things , wherein they differed 
afcer this agreement, were not (o proper to the ani- 
mal ſpirit. From this con{ideration, it was mani- 
feſt ro oh , thatthe animel ſpirit , in the whole kind 
of animais, wag indeed but one, alchough there was 


ſome /mell difference which wes proper more to one 


[pegies chen another, as of one water put into 
veſſels, perhaps one part may be hotcer then anothgy, 
relembling that which is in one degree of coldneſs, 
which is properto that animal ſpirit in ane ſpecies : 
ard then, as that whole Water is one, ſo alſo is the ani- 

wr12 one, alchough in ſome reſpet, apr 
Gelallen it: And ſo in this manner of confi- 
ation, he ſawthe'whole kind of animals co be onee 
Then alſo baying obſerved the various ſorts of , Plants, 
he ſay the individuals of every fore to be like ons 


another 
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another» 28 to the Branches, Leaves, Flowers, Fruits 


and ARions, and comparing bem with the apumale, 
he knew , chat there was ſome one thing of which all 
were partakers, which in cbero reſembled the/png ith 


mimals, and that they were all in 1e/pett theregf, ous 
thing, and ſo viewing the whole kind of Plants, he 
concluded them to be all one, in reſpeR of che agree- 
ment which he ſaw in their ations, to Wits thar.chey 
were nouriſhed and did grow. Then with one cot 
ception of his mind » ke joyned together the whole 
kind of animals and plants, and he ſawthem all ro 
opree in this, that they received nouriſhment, and 
2rowth ; but that the auinals exceeded the Plants, / 
and excelled jn this: dbarob ad ſenſe and percepti- 
on : and yeromewhar: KA rewnga ſeemed 10 be 
in the Plants, us Yes their Flowers cured chemlelyes 
tothe Sun, and their Rao moved themſelves tochar: 
part which gavechem nour:iſbÞment, and other aRti- 


'ons of this nature? whence ic appeared to/bim, thae 


both Plants and Animas were 0ne thing in _reſpet 
of one thing common to both , Which ip-oe of them 
was more perfeR and compleat; but in the other was 
reſtrained by ſome impediment; like to water di» 
vided in two parts , one part whereof is copgealed, 
another fluid. Thus far he concluded .that the Plants 
and Animals were one thing, Then be did con- 
templar the bodies which have neither (epſe wor nu= 
trition,nor growth, ſuch as the Stones, the Earth, the 
Water, the Air and the Fire, all which-he (aw to be 
bodies having dimenſions » Viz, longitade , Jatitude 
and profuncity , and that they differed not otherwiſe 
among themſelves,chen char ſome were.colcured.other 


withqut.colouriſome hogothers cold. With ather-ſuch,\) \ 


differences3 he ſaw al'o {uch as were hot to become. 
cold; and the cold to become hot : alſo he faw the 
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- water tO be converted into yapours, and apain that 
of the 'vapours » water came to be genecat ; and that 
whatever was burnt, to be turned into cinders, aſhes, 
flame and ſmoak, and that the ſmoak while ic aſcen. 
ded, mceting with any tone- arch, there it Ruck to. 
gecher, and became like co other earthly ſubſtances ; 
whence it appeared to him, that all cheſe things were 
one, alchough in ſome reſpet , multiplicity had be- 
fallen ther, in the ſame manner as to Animals and 
Plants, Then confidering with himſelf, that where- 
in be perceived the Plants and Animals to be united , he 
ſaw, that neceſſarily chere was ſome body like unto 
them, having longitude,latitude and profundity, and 
to beeither hot or cold , as one of cheſe other bodies, 
which neither have ſenſe, nor receive nouriſhment; 
but that they differed from them, in aQions flowing 
therefrom,no otherwiſe,then in reſpe& of the organs 
which belong to the Plants and Animals ; and per- 
haps that thoſe ations were not eſſential, but derived 
thereunto from ſome other thing : ſo that if in the 
ſame wanner , they were deferred unto thoſe other 
bodies , thoſe ſhould belike unco this Therefore, 
conſidering #bis in its e/ſence,as denuded of theſe aRi» 
ons, Which at firſt view, ſeemed thence to flow, he 
faw it was no other thing , bur a body of the ſame 
kind with chem : from this contemplation it ap 


ared unto him, that all bodies were one thing, both. 


theſe that had life, and theſe who had not, and theſe 
chat moved, as theſe who reſted ; but chat it appear- 


ed ; that ations proceeded from ſome of them, by . 


reaſon of the organs, which aRions he knew not 
whether they were eſſential, or otherwiſe derived 
unto them. In this tate, he confidered nothing in 
his mind bur bodies ; and after this manner , he ſaw 


|. the wholefabrick of the Creatures to be one thing, 


which 
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which at the firſt view he choughtto be many, ÞtÞs 
out number or end, Agd in this judgement and 
Rate he remained for ſome time : Then he confider- - 
ed all bodies both living and without life , which 
once ſeemed to him one thing,at other times many and 
imumereble ; bur he ſaw » that every one of them ne- 
ce/ſarily bad one of theſe two things in them, Vi2;, that 
either they «ſpired upwards, as ſmoak, flame and 
air,when detained under the water, or that they mo- 
yed contrariwile, i. e. downwards, as the water,and 
parts of the Earth,and of Animals and Plants ; but 


with; bl 


that none of thoſe bodies are free- from one of cheſe © 


motions or reſt. but when ſome-impediment hinder» 
eth which ſtop their way , as when a ſtone deſcend- 
ing » findeth the ſurface of the earth ſo hard, that it 
cannot pierce it 3 which if ic could do, it would not 
deſiſt from its motion, as is manifeſt. Therefore, if 
thou lift ic up, thou ſhalt find it refifteth thee , from 
its propenſfhon whereby it is carried downwards, 
ſeeking ro deſcend. In the ſame manner, the ſmeak 
in its aſcending,is not refleQed, unleſs it meet wich a 

hard Pend ( or Arch ) which reftraineth it, then it 
will decline to the right and left hand , but where ir 
hath eſcaped that Pend , it aſcendeth , breaking 
through the air , which cannot reſtrain it. He ſaw 

alſo, that the air, where a bag of Skinx is filled wich 

Rt and hard Ropped , if thou put it under the water, 
It will endeavour to aſcend, and wreftleth againft 

what holdeth ic under the water, nor cealerh 4c ro do 

ſo, untill ic cometo the place of the air; #5. &. when 
e bath _ out "IO water ; bur chen it ret 
that relutancy and propenfion to move upwards 
which firſt it had, departing from it. Alſo he en- 
quired, if be could find any body, which at any time 


wanted both cheſe motions , or the AT unto. 
m *; 
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then ; hut be found none aniong theſe bodies preſent 
with him: but this he ſought, being defirous to find 
i, that fram thence he might perceive the nature of a 
body, at it is a body, without any qualicy adjoyned, 
of theſe which mduce multiplicity; But when this 
was difficule unto bim» and having conſidered theſe 
bodies; which among others were leſs ſubjeRed unto 
theſe qualicics, he ſaw them no wiſe to be deſtitute 
of one af cheſe twoqualicies, which arc called weigh. 
Pines and lightueſs: he then confidered whethet 
© Welgbtineſi and lightneſs agreed unto a body, as it i21 
4y, or unto a notion ſuperadded unto corpo- 
reityYs 
But it ſeemed unto him that they agreed unto 2 
notion,. fuperadded unto corporeity ; tor if they be- 
longed unto a body, as a body, there ſhould no body 
be faund,. in whom both of them were not : but if 
ye finda heavy thing without all lightneſs, and a 
light thing baving no heavinets : and theſe things 
without doubt are two badies, in every one of which 
ehere is fore n9tien, whereby it is diſtinguiſhed from 
the other, that is faperadded unto corportity 3 and 
that notion is the thing whereby the one differeth | 
from the other, which if it were not, they ſhould be 
one thing in every reſpeA. It was therefore manifeſt 
unto him that the eflence of both rheſe, to wit, of 4 
_ beavy andlightthing, is compounded of 80 notions, 
in the one of which they both agree, and that is the 
notion of corporeity» the other 1s that, whereby the 
'S4 eflonce of the one differeth from che other : and that 
18 is weighrineſs (or gravity) inthe one, and lighemels 
$07. (orlevity) ima che ocher : which notions ( whereby 


cd umo the nation of corporeity. 
Alfotbus he did coutemplat the ether 
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bodies of 
things, 
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the one alcendeth , che other defcendeth ) are joyn- 
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things, both having and wanting life ; av4 he (iv 
the true reaſon of every ones eflence to be componnd- 
ed of 2 notion of corporeity, and of fome other thing 
ſuperadded unto corporeity : whether 'thaz th 
was one» or manifold : And fo the forms of bodj 


- . » : a & 
appeared unto him, according to cheir: dyerfity +) 


Theſe were che firſt things which became knawn to 
him of the ſpwituel world, ſeeing cheſe forms alg-fuch 1 
as arc not perceived by fenſe; - but-art” perteived--; 
ſome way by intelteRual ſpeculation. And a ong + 
things of this Kind which appeared unito'hith, 4p+ 
peared unto him that the animal TIY fear 
whereof is the heart , and which we bave abavtex- 
plained ) neceſſarily hath fome notjon ſuperat 
unto corporeity, whereby it was fit to do thefe ybn="- 
derful works, out of the various manners of feygti= 
on, and diverſe ways of apprehending , and (> di- 
verſe kinds of motions, and that thet netion wis its 
form and difference, whereby it is diſtinguiſhed tom 
other bodies, and that is it which the Philg/qbers 
call the Animal, 5. e, the ſenſttive ſoul : and ſathar 
thing which-ſupplieth unto Plants, the vice of the 14= 
dical beat in animals, is formewhat proper untothem, 
which is their form , and that which the Plitoſo- 
- Phers call' che vegetative ſou! : And thus} that 
there is ſomewhat proper unto all bodies of 4nimac 
iS 


things (and theſe are they which are: found, 
Animals and Plants, in the world of generation 
corruption ) by the: power whereof every one of 
them perfor the aRjon proper thereumo, as 
various forts of morions, and kinds of ſenfble qua- 
lities,' and that thing 'i$ the, form of every -ohe 
of them, (arid js hat which Philoſophers hgni- 
fie by the name of Nature, - And when out of 
comemplation ,  \&*certaibly appeared ro ny 
| me (Nat 
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that the true effence of chat Animal Spirit, t 
which his mind was continually intent, was 
compoſed of a notion, of corporeity, and ſome other 
notion added thereunto, and that the notion of this 
corporeity was common to it with other bodtes, bu 
' thar the other notion joyned thereunto , was peculiar 

unco is The notion of ——_ became of no eltcem 
unto lym, and he rejected it, and his mind did alto» 
'__ gethetcleave unto that ſecond notion, which is ex- 
' preſſd under the name of the Seal; the true reaſon 
- (or nanner) of which he defired to attain,therefore 
- he fied his choughts upon it , and made the begin« 
ning of his contemplation,by confidering all bodies, 
notis bodies, but «5 having forms whence the proper 
ties yeceſlarily flow , whereby they are diſtingui 
onefrom anOther : and inſtantly proſecuting this 
uotim, and comprehending it in mind, he {aw the 
whde multitude of bodies to agree in ſome form, 
wheace ſome aRion , or ations proceeded; bur he 
ſawſome part of that multitude , although agreeing | 
withall in that form 4 yet co have another form ſus - 
peralided thereunto, from which ſome aRjons flow-"' 
ed : alſo, he ſaw ſomeclaſle of that part , [although | 
agreeing with that part in the firſt and ſecond form, 
to be diſtinguiſhed from them in a third ſuperadded 
form, whence ſome aRijons flowed 3 ( ec. g. all earth= 
ly bodies, as Earth, Stone. Minerals, Plants, Animals, 
and 31] other heavy bodies » they make up one mul» 
rirude which agree in the ſame form , from whence 
flowerh their motion downwards, ſo long as nothing: 


hinders them to deſcend, and when by any force they | 


are moved upwards.and then are permitted to them= 
felves, by the force of their own form they rend down» 
7 2rds) bur ſome part of this kind , as Plants and 
Animals, alchough they agree with tbe former on” 

c 
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ticude in that form, they have yer another form, from 
whom autrition and accretion do low. But nutri- 
tion is. when that which is nouriſhed piaceth ſomes | 
what in the room of that which hath been caken 
from it » by converting ſome matter having afhnity 
wich it-vhich it dra wech unto it (elf, into a ſubſtance 
like to its own : Bur accretion is a motion unto the 


three dimenſions of longitude, latirude and profun- * 


dity, according to a juſt proportion 3 and thele gwo 
ations are common to Plants and Animals, and 
without doubt ariſe from % form common to: both, 
and that is it which is called che Vegetative Soul: bur 
ſome of this part , and parciculaxly the Animals,al- 
though they have the firlt and ſecondFforms common 
with that parc, yet they have a third ſuperadded form, 
from whence come ſenſation and motion from place 
to place. Alto he ſaw every peculiar ſpecies of Ani. 
mals, having ſome property whereby ic is divided 
from other ſpecies, and is diſtinguiſhed and different 
from them ; and he knew that it lowed from fome 
form proper thereunto, which was ſuperadded to 
the notion of irs form, common to it with other Ani- 
mals, and fothe ſame to befall all forts of Plants, 
And it was manifett unto him, chat as couching theſe 
ſenſible Bodies which are in the world, of generati- 
on and corruption , the eſſence of ſome ot thera is 
compounded of more notions ſuperadded to the no- 
tron of corporeity 5 and that of others is compound=- 
ed of fewer : and he knew , that che knowledge of 


: the fewer , was more eafic unto him then that of the 


More + and firſt he enquired to find the knowledge of 
the true reaſon of the form of ſome thing, who'e ellence 
confilied of fewer things. But he ſaw that the 
eſleices of Animals and Plaprs confifted of many 
notroms ,” becauſe of the _ kinds of _ if 
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them. So allo as to the partsof «he Earth, hefay 


fome more fimple then others, and be propoſed uni 
himſelf to contemplat the moſt ſimple forms of al 
things; as much as poſſible; and fo he obſerve 
that the Wafer was a thing not of a manifold con 
polition, becauſe of the fewne(s of the ations which 
proceeded from its form. The ſame he alſo obſery 
«.. Cd of the Fire and Air : and now formerly it ha 
«>. come intohis mind , that of theſe four , ſome wen 
E- Ccotiverted into one another, and therefore, that ther 
” * was ſome one thing which all did participate , and 
that was the, notion of corporeity ; but it behovel 
that ching to be gebuded of thole notions, whereby 
theſe four were mutually diſtinguiſhed one fron 
another , and that it neither moved upwards no 
downwards, nor was hot, nor cold, nor moiſt, not 
dry, becaute none of theſe qualities is common to al 
bodies, and therefore it belonged not uato a body, u 
a body;and if a body could be found, wherein were 
no other form ſuperadded to corporeity , none 
theſe qualicies Chould be in.it, and it were impoſlible 
that” any qualicy ſhould be in it , butthat which 
agreed to all bodies, informed with forms of whatlo- 
ever Kind, Therefore, he conſidered with himlelh, it 
any one adſuntt could be found which was common | 
coall bodics, both animat, and inanimat; buthe 
tound noching that agreed unto all bodies , but the 
notion of extenſion unto the three. dimenſions which 
14s found in all bodies, and thac is it which they call 
longitude,. latitude, and profundity ; + therefore he 
knew this notion belonged to a body, 45 a body. But 
the exiſtence of a body did- nor offer it (elf co his 
{cnſe, which had only this adjuntt, ſo that it had not 
ſom: other notion ſuperadded to the former extet- 
fon, {o as to be void of all other forms, Then as 
col- 
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concerning this extenſion unto three dimenfioas., he: - 
i coalidered whether that was {0 the notion of a body, 


al W 23 chat no other was in it,or if the matcer was ather® 


wiſe, But he ſaw beyond this extenfion-, anather 
notion, which: was that whereia this extenſion did ex» 
iſt, and that <hjs excenfion conld nor alone ubbift by 
it ſelf , nor could that which was extended ſubſift by 
it ſelf without extenſion, And the ſame he conſt- 
dered furcher with himſelf, in ſome of theſe ſenfble 
bodies indued with forms 3 as (£. &) therlay:, and 
he ſaw,that when any figure was made of it,as ſphe» 
rical, thatic had longirude, Jaticude and profunditys,- 
according unto ſome proportion z. then it chat ſame 
Sphere were taken, and were converted into'a Qua= 
drar or oval Figure, that the. longitude, latucnde and 
profundicy came to be changed, and to have another 
proportion then formerly they had, but thatithe clay 
is the ſame and is not changed , butthac of necefliry 
tt hath longitude, latitude and profundicy» of what= 
loever proportion ic be , and: chat it canoor wbolly 
want them s bur that our of their ſucceſſive mutation 
| thercin,it was manifeſt to him, that they had a notion 
Bf different from the clay ; but becauſe ir could not be 
'Y altogether defticuce of them, it was clear to him 
If thatthey were of its effence, So it appearcd to him 
JF outof this.contemplation , that 4 body , as 4 body, is 

really compoſed of two notjens, the one whereof ſup- 

plyech the-room of the clay in this example, asto 

Its ſpherical ſhape ; the otber ſuſt2ineth the place of 

the longicude, latitude and profundicy in the ſpheri- 

cal.quare , or any other figure ; and:thaeno body 

can be utderftood, bur what is made up of thele two 
© n0t1ons, ant} chat the ove of chery cannot ſubhſt. with- 
ouſt the ther ; bur that the form which -cauld be 


chavged and ſuccefſiycly pur on various figures. (and 
E 2 chat- 
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that was extenſion) did reſemblethe form in all bodig 
iadu:d'wich torms : but that which remained inthe 
lame tate { and that was it, which in the former ex 
ample tupplied the room ot the clay ) did reſemble 
the notion of corporeity , which was in all bodies, 
induedwich forms ; bur his which 1s in the place of 
theclay in this example, is that which the Philolo- 
phers call che matter , and the byle, which is altoge- 
ther naked of forms. 

- And/when his contemplation had reached thu 
far» and:had lomewhat departed from ſenſ#ble thing, 
and that he had now approached to the bo:ders of 
the #ueilectual World, he was (omewhat aſtoniſhed, 
and he enclined untothat of the ſenfible world3*to 
which he was accuſtomed : Therefore he retired a 
ticl:,and ktc the body in ktnd, becauſe it was a thing 
which his ſcnlſe could not conceive, nor could he 
comprehend it ; and he did take unto his couhdera- 
rioa the moſt ſimple of che ſenfble bodies which he 
ſaw, and theſe were the four which his ſpeculation 
had been tormerly occupied about. And firſt , he 
conhdered che Water. and he ſaw, when it was per- 
micted co be in that Race which its torm required, 
chat a lenfible cold appeared therein , and a propen- 
fion co move downward , but when it was warmed 
with the fie or heat of the Su:1, that firſt che cold 
wei from ic but the propenfion ro move downwards 
remained ; buc when it was vehemently heated, that 
then allo its propznfion to.move downward depatt- 
ed thereto, ani thatit encline4 upwards; and (o 
boct chele qu .licies waoily departed from it , which 
alwayes flowed from it and ics form, Nor was 
-thece any thiag tuther knowa ro him of its form, 
bue chat tromtheacc proceeded theſe two aRions,and 
wacu thele tyoaRtions nad torſaken it, the res/on of 
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the form was alcogether cakun away» ard (he Wotery 
form departed from that bodys when aRions flowed 
therefrom which were proper to ariſe from another 
form , and that another form did ariſe which was 
not in it before, and aRions flowed theretrom ,. the 
nature of which was nortto proceed therefromwhile 
it was endued with the former, Ig 
Bac he knew that it was neceſſary, that eyery 
thing which is newly produced, necdeth a producer, 
and from this contemplation, ſome univerſal and df- 
Rinſi impreſſion was made in his mind, of the ef- 
feRor of that form. Then he direRed his ſpeculati- 
on further unto theſe forms, the knowledge of which 
he had firſt attained, preſenting them one af er atio- 
ther. And he ſaw that they a]l exified of che ne, 
and neceſſarily Rood in need of an effeffor,, Then 
he conſidered the eſſences of the forms, and he'(aw 
them to be nothing el'e, chen (uch a diſpofetion of the 
body from which theſe ations flow 3 e.g. in Wdler, 
which wheg it is vehemently heated , ir js diſpoſed 
to move upwards, and is made fir thereunt9 , and 
that dilpoſition 1s its form 2 for there is nothing here 
but 2 body, and ſomethings flowing thereirom, 
' & which are perccived by the ſenſe, which formerly 
|} 91d norexiſt, asthe qualities and motions and: the 
effettor which produced them , aſter they did not 
exiſt, Bur the apticude of the body to other mori- 
ons more then to others, is its diſpoficion and form: 
and the ſame appeared unto him of all other forms, 
Allo it was manifeſt co him, that the aRions which 
8 flowed from them , did not really belong to-them 
but ro the effeftor , who by thoſe aRions produced 
thoſe attribuces which are aſcribed unto them) 2 {and 
that notion which appeared unto him, is that 'which 
is ſpoken by the —_ I an — 
Z oy 
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by wbich be beareth, and be ſeeing, by which be ſeath 
and in the text of the Alcoran , [ Cap. 41. Anpbal,) 
Tog bave not killed them, but God hath kalled them ; ai 
thou baſt uot caſt them down , but God bath caſt thes 
dawn,) Bur when be came to the knowledge of thi 
Effeftor ( or Efficient Cauſe) which appeard to hin 
generally and indiſtinly, a vebement defire fiez 
on him to know the ſame diſtintly. But becauk 
he had not withdrawn himſelt as yer. from the fer 
ble world, he began to ſrek after this Volunten 
agend among the ſenfible things: nor yet did he knoy 
whether it was one or many + therefore he conſider 
ed all bodies preſent, to wit, theſe to which former: 
l his thoughts were fixed continually ; and he ſpy 


all of them were ſometime generated » and 
ime corrupted, and if he (aw any of them ng 
wholly corrupted, be faw parts of them corrupted, 
£2. 2870 water and carth, he ſaw the parts of bath 
corrupted by the fire, and alſo he ſaw the air fo cot 
rupted with the greatneſs of the cold , that from 
thence ſnow came to be generated, and that again f 
from that came water +: and alſo as to other bodies 
preſent, he ſaw none of them which did not exiſt of 0 
the new, and needed not a Voluntary Agent : therefore ; 
' 
| 
| 
| 


he rejeRted all chefe things, and turned his thoughts 
untothe beavevly bogies. 
_ Thus far by his contemplation he had advanced 
aboutthe end of the fourth ſeptenary of his age, that. 
1% inthe {pace of 28. years. Now hc koew that the 
Heavens and all the Stars therein , were bodies ex- 
wnded according to the three dimenſions of longi» 
eude, laritade; and profundity ; and that none of 
them waned this property» 2nd whatever wanted 
not this property was a body; therefore that they. 
were all bodies, Then he conſidered with bil if 
| - they 
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they were infinitly extended, and did proceed. unto 
2 perpetual longitude, laikuge, and profundicy, 
without 2nd, or jt they had periods, and were ca» 
fined with limits, where they ended, lo that there 
could be no further extenſiny « but here he was a 
lictle aſtoniſhed 2 rhen by che fore of his apprehen- 
fion, and {agacity of underftanding, he flaw that an 
infinite body was an abſurd thing, and impoſſible, 
and a notion which could not be underſtood ;. and 
this ſentence was confirmed unto him by many 
arguments which occurred : and that he (o reafoned 
with himſelf, Surely this beavenly body is finite, 
from that par: which is neareſt unto me, atid obyi- 
ou5to my ſenſe. This is without all doubt, be« 
cauſe [ perceive it with the fight ; but alſo from chat 
other part which is oppoled to this part, of which 
this doube in me hath ariſen, I know that it is im» 
poflible to be infinuly extended. For I conceive two 
lines beginning from this part which hath ab end, 
which in the profundity of the body, according to 
ies extenfion , ſhould go forth infinitly, thes if I 
ſhould ſuppone, that from the one of theſe two lines 
2 great part is cut off, on that fide whoſe extremiry 
is finite, and then take char of it which rmainerh, 
and ler the extremity of it, wherein the off-cutting is 
made, be applyed uno the extremity of thar line, 
which bath nothing cut off from ie; and let thac 
| line which hath ſomewhax cut off ic, be made paral- . 
| lelcothatline from which nothing is cut of, the un« 

derftanding going alone with them unto that pare 
| which is ſaid to be infinite s and thou (halt either 
-F find two lines infinicly extended, ſo that none of 
| them is ſhorter then another, and fo that line from 
* which ſomewhat is cur off, (hall be equal to the 


other from which nothing is cur off, which _ 
urd, 
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furd. Or if it do hot go forth continually with it, 
bur be broke off of its progreſs on this (ide, and cea'e 
to be co>extended with it, chen it ſhall be finite, and 
when that part (hall be returned unto it, which was 
formerly cut off, which was finite, the whole ſhall 
be finite : then ir ſhall not be (ſhorter then that other 
line from which nothing is cur off, nor ſhall exceed 
it, therefore it (hall be equal unto it: but this is fl 
nite, therefore that alſo (hall be finite : and there- 
fore the body in which ſuch lines are defigned is hi 
nite ; for every body in which theſe lines can be de> 
figned, is finite; but in every body thele lines can be 
deſigned; therefore if we determine an infinite body, 
we determine that which is abſurd and impoſlible. 

And when by his excellent ingine, which he had 
ftirred upto excogitrate ſuch an argument, he was 
certain that the body of the Heavens was finite , he 
would know of what form it was, and how it was 
bounded with the ambient ſurfaces : and firſt having 
contemplated rhe Sun, and the Moon, and the other 
Stars, he ſaw that they all had their rifing from the 
Eaſt, and their ſetting in the Weſt , and that theſe 
which paſſed through by the Vertical Point de- 
ſcribed the ereater Circle, bur theſe which declined 
from the Vertical Point , North-ward, or South- 
ward.he ſaw that they deſcribed a lefler Circle in it : 
and chat the Circle of every one, 2s ic was more re- 
mote from the Vertical Point, towards any of th: 
parts, was leſs then the Circle that was more near to 
the Vertical Point, fo that the ſmalleſt Circles, in 
which the ſtars moved, were two Circles , the one 
of which is #bout the South- pole, to wit,- the Circle 
of the tar Sobaif (i; e. Canopi ) the other abour the 
North- pole, co wit, the Circle Alphazkadain, And 
whereas he dwelt under the XquinoRial Circle (3s 
we 


toexplain, and it is divulged in many Books: nor 
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we fitft ſhewed) 2s theſe Circles were right (or per» *: 
pendicular) to his Horizon,and after the fame man- 
ner both South- wards and North-wards, and both 
the Poles rogether appeared unto him ; alſo he ob- 
ſerved, when any tar aroſe in a greater Circle,” and 
another in a leſſer, ſothat they aroſe together, char 
their going down was alſo at the ſame time, and this 
ſodid fall out m all the Rtars,and at all times, whence 
it appeared unto him that the Heavens were of a 
round figure; which was further confirmed unto 
him from what he ſaw of the return of che Sun, Moon, 
and other Stars unto the Feſt, sfter their ſetting in 
the Weſt, and allo that they all appeared unto him 
in the ſame proportion of magnitude both at their 
rifing, and when they came to the midſt ofthe Hea- ; 
vens, and at their ſetting : for if their motion were: | 
any other then Circular, of necefſity at ſome times * "'Mf 
they (hould be nearer to his Fight then at other times, 
and if it were {o, their dimenſfrons and magnitudes . WW 
ſhould appear unto him different, and Mt ſhould ſee * 
that when they were nearer, they ſhould appear 
bigger then when furcher off + but when it was no- © 
thing (o, it was thence matiifeft ta him, of the rounds 
neſs of its figure : nor c&aft Ry obſerve the 'mo- _ 
tion of the Moon, and he ſaw b&r40'be-movcd'from' + 
the eaſt to the Weſt, and that the motions of the Pla 
nets were the like ; until at laſt a greac part of the 
Science of Aſtronomy was manifeſt unto him: it ap- 
peared alſo unto him that their motions were in ma- 
ny Spheres, all contained in one, which is the fy- 
preme, and which moveth all che reſt from the Eaſt 
tot1e Weſt in the ſpace of a day and of a night x 
buc che way of his progreſs in this Science were long 


3s any thing more required to our purpoſe,then whae 
we have brought. And | 
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And when he had advanced thus far in knowledge, 
be faund that the whole Celeſtial Orb, and whar- 
ever is contained, is as one thing, compounded of 
tx joyned together, and that all the bodies he had 
tarmerly canfdered, as the earth, the water, the air, 
the planes, the animals, and all the reſt of ſuch thi 

were ined thercio,and paſſed not its limits; and 
whole of it, as near as could be, did reſemble 


my_ individual animal,aod the ftars (hining cherein 


. 


did anſwer unco the ſenſes of the animal , and the 
various $pheres in contigugqus to one another , did 
reſemble the members of an animal ( or living crea» 


- ture) and what wasin it. of the world of genera- 


tion, and corruption, to reſemble the things in the 
belly of the animal , as the diverſe excrements and 
bumours, of which allo frequently animals are ge- 


- "nerat, astheyare generat in the greater world. But 
' when ic appeared unto himychat all chſeechings were 


indeed as {ome one ſubſi/tert, which needed a volants- 


\ ..7y Agent,, and many parts of it ſeemed unto him one 
. thing, the fame kind of concemplation, as the bo- 


dies Igthe generable and corruptible world ſeemed 
e propoled unto himlſclt ro contemplate the 


geoerate of tbe new, afcer it had not been , and had 
come forth from privatien into exiſtence, or if ic was 


a thing, which did ever exiſt, and which privation 


.had no ways prec: ded ; and he doubcred greatly of 


this matter, and none of theſe opinions prevailed 
with bim : and that becauſe when he propoſed to 


; himſelf co believe an eternicy, many objeRions came 
. before him of the impoſſibility of an infinite exiſtent, 
becaule the exiſtence of an infinite body ſeemed im- 


poſſible unto him; and after the fame manner he. ſaw, 
that that which wanted not accidents produced of the 
+, | new, 
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new, is alſo produced of rhe 2%, for itcatinot be (aid 
to be before them, bur what cannot be ſaid mo he- 
fore the accidents newly produced,is allo it (elf new- 
ly produced : Alſo when he propoled to hj nlglt 40 | 
believe 2 new produRion thereof , other wh os 

came before him ; and that becaule he law #644 the | 
notion ot a new produRian of 2 thing, #ftes [it did | 
nox exiſt, copld not be underfiood , except: be ſup- 
poſed a time that was before it , but thac time js of 
che number of the things which are of the world, ÞF 
and inſeparable therefrom, therefore the world cany ; 

not be underftood poſterior unto time :-and fo he | 
alſo rea{oned with himſelf, if the world be produced. 
oftbeueWw, it could not be without a producer, but Y 
this þ70ducer who hath produced it, why did he now # 
produce jr, bur not bejore > was it for any thing that * 

hindred him? but there was nothing beſides hums JI 
or way it becauſe of ſome chonge that had happened -| WW 
to his eſſence 2 if ſo, what hath produced this chenge ? | Wi 
nor ceaſed he to conſider theſechings with himſelt for ] Wi" 
ſome years, and many argurpents offered themfelves | Bll 
unto him, (© chat none of choſe apinions did'/prepon» | 
derate with him. But when tbis was difficult wn |, 
him, he began torthink with bimlelf whac pecefiÞrily 
followed both theſe opinions: for perhaps the cans | 
lequence of hath opjp;ovs-ſhould be the ſame 3 30d 

be (aw, that jfhe \uppaled the world to be produced | 
of the new, and rohavehad an exiſtence ater pribde / 
tion, neceflarily it vw ould follow, that the yogi by 
its own power could not come forth io exiſtence, 
bur of neceſlicy required an £#etor,to produce it into | 
aQ, bur that Efettor could. be perceived by none | 
of the ſenſes ; for if it could be perceived by any of 
the ſenies, it ſhould be ſome body , but if it were | 


ſame body, ir (hould belong to the things of the 
| EY world, 
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world, and 'fo irſhould have exiſtence of the ney, 
and ſhould need ſomewha: to produce it of the new, 
and ifthis ſecond producement were alſo a body, it 
ſhould need a chird ro produce it, and tha: third x 
fourth, and fo ic ſhould proceed infinicly , which is 
abſurd ; and therefore the world muſt of neceſſity 
have ati Effefor, which is not a body, aod ir not 
being a body, there is no way to perceive it by any 
ofthe ſenſes ( for the five ſenſes apprehend nothing 
but bodies, or what adhere unto bodies ) but when 
it cannot be perceived by (enſe,neither can it be com» 
| prehended by imagination ( for imagination is no- 
thing elſe but a repreſentation of the forms of thiugs 
perceived by ſenſe , after the things themſelyes are 
abſent) and ſcing it is noc a body , nor can any boe 
| dily properties be attribured unto it ; but the firſt 
property ofa body is that exten/ion into longitude, 
latitude, and profundity, but this is far from that, 
and from all the adjuntis of bodies following this 
property ; and ſeing it is the efficient cauſe of the 
world ; no doubt it hath po »er over the world, and 
knoweth ic. Shall not be know who hath created? for 

; be is moſt bigh in knowledge, and knoweth all things. 
He ſaw allo, that if he believed che eternicy of che 
World and that it ey=<r was, as now itis,and that no 
' privation went before, thatneceſſarily it ſhould fol- 
low, that mntion was from eternity , without any 
period,as to its b-ginning , ſeing no reſt went before 
| whence cotxke irs beginning : but every motion ne- 
| ccffarily requireth Come mover , and that mover ſhall 
either be ſome power diffuſed in ſome body , to wit, 
| in the body of the thing moved, or in ſome other 
body without it ; or ſome power that isnot diffuſed 
in any body , nor ſpread forth therein. But now 
every po xer Ciftuied in any body , and diſperſed 
| chrough 
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through the ſame , is alſo divided by the divifion 
thereof,and is doubled by its doubling 3 &- g- as hea» 
yineſs in a one which moveth it downwards, if the 
flone be divided into cwo parts, allo the heavineſs 


(hall bedivided , and if another part equal thereun- 
to be added , allo another part of heavincſs (hall be 
added unto itz and if it could be that the ſtone could 
grow infinite, alſo this heavineſs ſhould grow inft- 
nite; and if the ſtone ſhould come to a certain mea» __- 

ſure of greatneſs, and (hould there remain, alio be , 

heavine(s ſhould come co a certain period,and (hould- 
there remain, But now it is demonfiratedthat eve- 
ry body is nccefarily finice, and therefore every 
YY inherent (or infified) in a body, is alfo finite, 
ue if we can find ſome power, which produceth ſome 
infinic cffeRt , that ſhall be a power which is not in a 
body : bur we find, that the Heavens ate moyed with 
a perpetual motion, which hath no period nor cefla- 
tion 3 if we affirm that it is ercrnal, without begin- 
ning,cherefore it neceſſarily followerh,that the power 
which moveth it is neither in that body , nor in any 
other body without it , and therefore that ir is ſome- 
thing ebjrraft from bodies , and which can be de- 
ſcribed by no bodily adjun&s. But ir was mani» 
feſt co him, from his tormer contemplation of the 
pencrable and corruptible World , that the true rea- 
ſon of the exiſtence of every body, is in reſpe&t of its 
form, which is its diſpoſition to various motions, bur 
that its exntence which it hach,in reſp: R of the mat- 
ter,is very |rmall,and which can hardly be conceived; 
and therefore, the exiſtence of che whole World is 
in reſpe& of ics diſpolition to the motion of this 
Mover, which 1s free from all matter » and all dodily 
adjuns,abftrated fromevery thing which the ſenſe 
cat apprehend, or unto which» imagination can find 
out 
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| Ri ari incor poreal Eftcftor was manifeſt to hun, and 
which was joyned to no body , nor ſeparate from 
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_ him, that he doubted whether che World was an« 


( 63) 
outfny way : And feing he is the EffeRor of the 
motions of the Heavens, (akhough diffcring in kind) 
fo thatthey are free from all :lifference , innovation 
(as of themſelves ) and ceflation z without doube; 
he hach power over them, and hath the knowledge 
eftticns And in this manner, his ſpeculation reach« 
ed unto the lame Butc, which it reached unto in the 
firſt manner : nor in this reipeAt was it hurtful uno 


ly or newly , when on both parts, the exiftence 
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any , and which wes ncither within any body » nor 
without it : fer conjunion and feparation to be 
within or without , are all the 2djunts of bodies, 
whereof he is free. 

 Andfeing the matter of every body necedeth ſome 
form, whereas it cannot fubiiſt bur thereby,nor really 
exit without ic ; but that the form hath no exiftence 
cally - bur from this voluntary Agent, it was clear 
unto him, that all things cxiftenc did need chis Agent 
tor their exiſtence, and that none of them had ex» 
itence but by his help, and therefore. that that was. 
the cauſe of therty, and they were the effeR (or work) 
chercot, whether chey be. new, by a privation gowg 
befare their exiftence ; ot whether they have no be> 
ginning , in reſpeR of time , nor that any privation 
went bcfore them : for in both Rates » they were the 
effeRt , and needed an cfhcient from which they de- 
pend;asto their eflence ; ſo that they can neither re- 
main,it ic remain not ; nor exift, if iyexiſt nor 3 nor 
could be from eternity > if it were not frometeroity» 
burthat.it needeth not them z but is free from them» 
And how ſhould it be otherwiſe ? for it is demon- 
ſtrated, that his peer and Vertue is infinite, but th 
2648. a 
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all bodies and whatever adherech unto then, or any 


way dependeth from them,are finite and terminated? 
and therefore che whole world , and whatever ifin 
i, whether it be the Heavens or the Earth,or the Scary, 
and whatever is among them.ither above or belovy, 
is his york and creation, and are poſterior thereunts 
in nature,although they were not in time 4 #8 if thou 
takeſt any body in thy hand , and chen moveſt thy 
hand , that body neceſſarily ſhall move, conſequen« 
tially at che motion of thy hand, with a moron which 
is poſterior in nature unto the motion of the hand, 
alchough not in time ,, bat that both begir-together * 
So this whole world is effcRed and created by this 
Efficient without time, whole commandrnenc js, 
when he would have a thing doae » that he ſay to it; 
Be thou , and it is. 

And when he ſaw all things exiſtent to be hris 
work, he conlidered them again.having a reſpeR um 
tothe power of the Efhcient , and with an admita- 
tion of fo rare a worktnanſhip, fo exaRt wiſdom and 
profound knowlcige, and of a few things of then 
which did exiſt , much more of many ; theſe prints 
of wiſdom and marvels of workmanſhip were 
conſpicuous to him , by which he was aftRed 
with great admiratiori» and he was fure , chat afll 
thele things lowed nor, but from « Voluntary ogent, 
which was of higheſt perfettion , yea, above all pers 
{eRion, to whom the weight of an Atome could not 
be unkaown, whether in the Heavens or in che Earch, 
nor any+hing lefler or greater then K. 

Then he conſidered #ll che kinds of living crea- 
tures, how he had given to every one of them the fa= 
brick of the body,and bc tavebr it ro ule the ſatne, 
For if he had not taught the living creature to uſe 
theſe members he had giver ibto find out the advan- 
rages 


193 
tages unto which it was appointed , it ſhould per. 
ceive no benefir thereby, but be burdened therewith: 
Hence therefore he knew,that he was the moſt boim- 
tiful and mot m<crciful of all. Thea when a10nf 
the chings chat did exiſt,he obſerved anything which 

had ought of torin,or beaucy,or perfeRtion.or powet, 
_ or whatever excellency it had, in the kind of excel- 
lency he conſidered it with him(elt, and he knew it 
proceeded from the influence of that voluntary agent 
of excellent glory, and trom his exiſtence and by his 
operation 5 therefore he knew that to be the greater; 
b:caule it was therein by nature, and that it was more 
perfeRt, more ablolute,more beautiful, more excellent, 
and more laſting , and that there was no proportion 
berwixc theſe cnings which are in him,and the things 
which are in others : Neither ceaſed he to obſerve 
all che attributes of perte&tion, and he ſaw that they 
all bzloaged co him, and proceeded from him, and 
that we was worthy of chem, above any other to 
whom chey [hould be aſcribed. Alto , he ſearched 
our all che attributes of defects, and he ſaw bim to 
be free of them, and ſeparate fromthem ; and how 
could he not be free of them Þ For what other mo» 
tio: is there of deteRt,, bur meer privarion, or what 
dependeth theretrom? And how can he liave any 
fellow(hip or mixcure with privation, who is a ſfim- 
ple being. of a aeceilaty exittence in himſelf, which 
givech exiſtence toevery exiſtent thing , and beſides 
whom there isno exiftence > For he is the Exiſtence, 
he is tb? Abſolution, be is the Perfettion, be 15 the Beauty, 
be is th? Splendor, be is the Power , be is the — 
«nd he, he , and all things periſh beſide bim, Thus fat 
his kzaowledge had brought him, about the end of the 
fifth ſeptenary from his birth, that is, in the ſpace of 

hve and chiccy years ; and the confideratioti of chis 
in - Agent 


<< 
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Agent was ſofixed in his mind, that it hindered him 

tothink upon other things befide him , and hedid 
forget that contemplation of the natural exiſtence of 
things wherein he was , and heceafed to enquire in- 
to them , untill he came to that, that his fight coald 
not fall upon any thing , but preſencly hebeheld in 
i ſome prints of the operation of this Agent, ſo chat 
preſently he turned bis thoughts to the Worker, paſſing} 


by the work, ſo that his Rudy was exceedingly fixed  - 


upon him, and his heart was wholly abſtrated from 
the inferiour ſenſible world , being wholly addited to 
the ſuperiour intellettual world, * And when he had 
attained the knowledge of .chis ſupreme Beeing, and 
permanent Exiſtence , of whoſe exiſtence there is 00 
cauſe, but that is the caule-of the exiſtence of all 
things ; he would know by what-means this knows- 
ledge came unto him,and by what faculty he did ap= 
prehend chis exiſtent : therefore he ſearched: into all 
his ſenſes, which are the hearing,the ſeeing, the ſmell- 
ing, the taſting and toutching,. and he ſaw , that all 
theſe apprehended nothing but the body , or what is 
in the body : ( for the hearing apprebenderh ſonnds, 
and theſe ariſe from the agitation of the air» by the 
collifion of bodies ; the fight apprehendech colours, 
the ſmell odors, the taft (avours, and the croutch ap- 
prehendeth remperatures, and hardneſs, and ſoftneſs, 
roughneſs and ſmoochneſs ; (o alſo the phancafie ap» 
prehendeth noching, but as it hath lengch , breadth, 
and depth, but chele chings which are apprehended 
are all the adjunAts of a body , and theſe ſenſcs ap- 
prehend no other ching, becauſe they are faculties dif- 
fuled through bodies,and diviſible according to their 
diviſions ; ſo they apprehend nothing, but the body 
ſubjeR co diviſion : for this faculty, ſeing it is diffu» 
ſed chbrough a diviſible body, r is necefiary,that when 


f 


<P 24- = * 4\ 


—_—_—— _—_— 


dl. ow—_ 
hem 


MO TORO - ; m 

Itcapprehendethany:thing, it be divided accordingty 
itz-divifions; therefore every faculty belonging i 
the boy (or meite in che body )) can apprehend nv. 
thing bura'body, or what 1s in a body.) But noy 
'30'was clear, that-this Beetng of neceflar exiſtence, j 
freefronrall'bodily adjuaRts in any reſpe& , and 
 , 3therelore, tharthere 15 no way of apprehending the 
-# Same, but by-ſomeching which is not a body , norz 
” faculty:itiherent in the body, nor any way depending 
From bodies, neither in a body, nor without a body, 
Hor joynell to a body,nor (ſeparate from a body, And 
now'k was manite(t rohim, that he had apprehend. 
edit by its effence, anilithat he had a firm knowledy: 
thereof : and thence/it was manifeſt tohim, that his 
,owtrr dence , 'by which he did apprehend that , was 
FomewWbat incorporeal , to which no bodily adjunRs 
agrectd , 'and whatever corporeiry he apprehended c: 
fromhis outward forexterior) part;was not the true fl ( 
reafor-of his own effence, but che true reaſon of his a 
own effence was that, by which be did apprehend I a: 
chat abſolute neceflary exiſtent Beeing. p 
Therefore, when he knew that his eſſence was not Wl þ 
this bodily :thing -which he apprehended with Ins ÞÞ © 
ſenſes» and which the skin encompaſſed , his body fi ; 
feemcd:loinewhat akogerher contemptible untohim I a 
and he addifted himfclt wholly co the contemplat- YI 
ing that noble eflence» by which he did apprehend | | 


that noble and neCeflary exiſtent Beeing , and ty bi : 
efſence he did conſider that noble Beeing , whether Þ} | 
could periſh , or be:corrupted and-evaniſh, or wer: Þ} | 
of perpetual duration : but he ſaw corruption and |} | 
diflolution to be of the adjunRs of badies, and to ff 
come to paſle by puttme off one form , and putting 
on another ; as when Water becometh Air,and when 
Air becometh Water,and when Herbs become Earth 
| or 
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(67 ) 
or Aſhes, and when the Earth is turned into Plantss 
(for chis is the notion of corruption.). But that there 
can be no Corruption ſuppoſed of that which is not 
2 bady , nor hath need of a body to its ſubſiſtence, 
but is wholly ſeparated trom bodily things. 

And when he was (ure that bis eflence could not 
i be corrupted, he would know what the condition of 
[1 ic was co be, whe? it ſhould caſt off the body, and 
be ſeparated therefrom 3 but now he knew thatiit 
did not caſt it off » untill it wasno longer an infiru- 
ment fic for it : therefore » confidering all his appre» 
henfive faculties, he (aw that every one of them ſome= 
time was in power, ſometime in #t# 3 as (ce,g.) when 
theeye winks, of turncth it ſelf from a viſible objeR, 
it is in power apprehenſive 3 ( but that is apprehen-= 
five in power, which doth not now apprehend, bug 
can afterwards apprehend ) but when it opencth it 
(e]f,and curneth it ſelf to a viſible objeR, it becometh 
apprehenſive mn at, ( but by that which is called 
appcehending in aR, is ſignified thac which now ap= 
prehendeth ) and every one of thele faculties may 
NY be one time in power,anocher time in «# ; and it any 
1s Y of theſe faculaes never apprehend in «7, as long as 
) JF it is only apprehenfive in power , it doth not defue to 
» F apprehend any particular thing becauſe as yet ichath 
"} no knowledge of it; as in him who is born blind; 
0 Y bur it ir once apprehend in att, and be afterwards 
$ ' apprehenſive in power, ſo long as it remaineth in 
[ & poder, i; defirerth to apprehend in «ff, becauſe it knows 
* | cth thatapprehenſible obje#, and is intent on it, and 
lf leaneth towards it - as when one hath art any time 
enjoyed his fight , and then becometh blinds for he 
| 
| 
| 


doth not ceale to defire viſible objeRs 3 and how 
much the more perfe&t , ſplendid and fair that 1s 
which is apprekended;ics _ (bal! be ſtill che = 

2 ol, 


(63) | 
xerand the grief (hall be che greater for the wan « 
it + therefore, his grief who is deprived of the fight 
which he had, after he hath (een, is greater then hi 
grief who is deprived of. the (melling , becauſe thelt 
things which the /12bt apprehendeth , are more per« 
feA and beautitul, then the things which the ſmelly 
apprehendeth : theretore,it there be any thing which 
hath no end of perfeRtion, of beauty, of comline 
of glory, nor ho period, but is above all glory , and 
beaury,ſo that there is no perfeRtion,glory, beauty c 
comlineſs which doth not proceed and-flow from it 
who is deprived of the apprehenſion of that thing 
after he hath had the knowledge of it , no doubt, fo 
long as he is deprived thereof, he (hall be affeRted 
with an infinite grief,even as he who perpetually ap* 
prehendeth it, ſhall thence perceive a concinual plex 
ſure, a perpetual happinels, an infinite joy and glads 

But now it was manifeſt to him , that unto tha 
neceſſary exiſtent Beeing, all the attributes of perteRttr 
on ought ro be aſcribed , and that he is ſeparate and 
free from all actributes of defett ; he was allo certain 
in himſelf, that that thing by which man comes unto! 
che apprehenſion of him, is a thing which is not like 
unto bodies, nor is corrupted with their corruption: 
and hence it appeared, that he who is endued with 
that eſſence which is not fit for ſuch an apprehen- 
fion , when he putteth of the body by deach, or 
who while he uſed the body, never knew this necel- 
{ary exiſtent Beeing , nor was joyned unto him» not 
heard any thing of him 5 when he goeth our of the 

ody, he ii not joyned unto that Beeing,, nor is v0 
grieved for want of him ( for as concerning all che 
bodily faculties,the body periſhing, they ceaſe , no 


deſire chey theſe things, unto which theſe faculties 
| af! 


; _ (69) 2 | 
are carried.nor encline they to them, nar are they af- 
feRted wich grief for want of chem; and this is the 


a man, or not) Or he, who in the time while he uſed 
the body , did know this beeing, and had knowledge 
of how great perfeCtion , greatneſs, dominion and 
power it was, but that he hath curned himſelf away 
therefrom , and hath followed the affeRions of his 
mind untill death cook hold of him , while in that 
Rate,ſo that he be deprived of that viſion,and yet [a- 
boureth with the defire of ic: & therefore,he remain» 
eth affeRted witch a continual corment & inftnic grief, 
whether after a long wearineſs he is tobe delivered 
from that grief, and ro come unto that vifion which 
he formerly defired , or is to remain for ever in theſe 
corments, as it his lifetime he hath been diſpoſed to 
either of ther»while he was in the ſtate of the body ; 
Or he, who hath known that neceflary exiſtent Bee- 
ing before he put off the body , and hatch addifted 
himſelf wholly thereunto,and who hath his thoughes 
continually fixed upon the glory , beauty and ſplen» 
dor thereof, and hath not curned himfelt cherefrom 
untill death ſeiſed on him , while he was in the Rate 
of beholding him, and in the a of perceiving him, 
1B and that be,when he ſhall go out of tize body , ſhall 
* remain in perpecual pleaſure and continual felicity, 
' and joy,and gladneſs,for the continued viſion of char 
"| neceſſary exiſtent Beeing , and the integrity of chat vi- 
' fion fromall impurity and mixture, and that all ſen» 
| fiblechings ſhall depart from him , unto which theſe 
bodily faculties were intent » which in reſpeR unco 
'S thar ate are torments,and evils,and impediments. 
And when the perfe&ion of his own eflence be- 
came known unto him, and that the pleaſure chereof 


conlifted in the vifion of that nece//ary exiſtent Beemg, 


Rate of all the beaſts whether they have the figure of ._. 


VC70) 
A 7 
to wit» in the atual vicon continued for ever, ſou; 
nottoturn himſelt from it for one moment , and {6 
death ſhould take hold of him in that ate of affud 
viſton, whereby his joy (hould be continued, no grief 
making an,interruption of ir(which is that which4l. 
jonaid,that Door and Prieſt of the Suþþbii, being neat 
unto death fgnified, when he ſaid to his neighbourg, 

This is the time when men ſhould begin to ſay, God is the 
greateſt and that he admoniſhed them to be exceedingly gi- i 
yen to prayer, know this.Then he began to think with RB ,, 

himſelf, how this aRual viſion might be continued, Pp 

ſothatno turning from it might befall him; and 

for ſome time he fixed his thoughts on that Beeing, 

bur be could not continue, but that ſome ſenſible ob» 

je prelented it ſelf unto his fight , or the voice of r 

ſome living creature pierced his ears, or ſome phan- If ,, 

$aſm did occur unto him.or ſome priet in ſome mem- Il | 

| 


ber ſeized on him,or hunger or thirſt came upon him, 
or cold or heat, or he needed to riſe to disburden his 
nature, ſo that his meditation was hindered, and he 
departed from the ſtate wherein he was ; ſo that he ſl | 
could nor bur hardly,and after great difficulty,return 
unto that Rate of yifion wherein he firſt was, and he 
feared, left he (hould be prevented by ludden death, 
whilſt he was in this Rate of averſion , and ſhould 
fall into che eternal miſery and grief of ſeparation : 
And when this Rate troubled him, nor could he find 
a remedy , he began to confider all the kinds of /iv- 
Ing creatures.and to behold their aRtions;and to what 
things they gave pains , if perhaps he could obſerve, 
that any of them perceived this Beeing , and moved 
towards it, that by them he might learn ſomewhat 
that might be for kis ſafery : but he ſaw them all 
eaken up in ſecking their food, and fulfilling their de- 
fires of meat,drink and luſt , and how they ra, 

them- 


(7r) 


7 themſelves with a ſhadow, or warmed themſelyes ; 
F and that chey diligently gave- themſelves 1o-thefe' 
if things both-night and day, evewwrhe eimeief thier: 
| Nl cearh, andgoing out of this life; 'nor faw heanyiof 
them to decline from this defigr, or ts be exrefiiÞ 


about any orher thing at any exe. Ahd hence is 
was manifeft unto-him, that they knew not char Bro. 
ing,or had any defire of it,nor ſoughr any knowſtilfze 
ot it by any means, but that they did all tend unro 
privation » or fone ſtate like unto privation ;; and 
when he concladed this of animals, he ſaw it way 
more fic that he ſhould conclude the ſame of Phnry, 
who had not theſe apprehenſions but in part; whicty 
the animals had 3 for when thae whichris of '+more =» 
"El perfe& apprehenfion cannot arrzin this knowledye, 
"BB much leffe canthat attarn ic which is of a ſefſe per 
"BB fcRion; allo when he ſaw, that all the aRfons 6 
"Plants were nothing beyond nutrition and generz- 
tion. 
Then he confidered the Stars and Spheres, 2nd 
* Þ he ſaw thatthey had all motions that were orderly, 
| 8 andchatthey were all carried abour with 2 courſe 
firly diſpoſed ; be ſaw alſo that' they were bright 
{hining, and were far from undergoing any 21- 
teration z or corruption 3 atd he did excredingly 
| ſuſpeR, thar befide their bodies they had &fences, 
which might know that neceſſary exiſtent bering ; and 
that theſe intelligent efſences were hike to his own 
intelligent eſſence, and were neither bodfes, nor in- 
fire in bodies : And how could they nor have effences 
free from corporeity, when he allo had ap eſſence, 
who was ſo weak, and who had fuch need of fen- 
Able things ? for he was of the number of corrup- 
tible b-dies ; but chough deſeRts of thar fort were in 
him, y<this hindered not bur that hie had an _ 
rec 
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| ; (72) 
free fram bodies, and incorruptible ; and hence allo 
it appeared unto him that che heavenly bodies were 
much more ſo, and he knew that they underſtood 
that nece//ary exiſtent beeing , and did behold it in 4 
| 75-g at ; becauſe nothing like unco theſe impe« 
iments ( which hindered him from continual Vifton, 
by ſenfible things falling in,) was co be found in hea» 
venly bodies. 

Then he began to conſider with himſelf, for what 
cauſe he of all the forts of animals was indued with 
this eflence by which he reſembled the Celeſtial Bo- 
dies : but now it was formerly manifeſt co him how 
the Elemencs were , and how they were changed 
jntco one another, that whatever was not above the 
ſurface ofthe earth» remained not in the ſame form, 
whereas generation and corruption continually ſuce 

one another, and that moſt of theſe bodies 
were mixed and compounded of contrary things, 
and cherefoce tended to corruption, but that nothing 
was found among them which was pure ; bar what 
was neareſt among them to purity and Gmplicity, 
wichour any mixture,chat was furtheſt off from cor- 
ruption; asthe body of Gold, and of the 7 acynth; 
and the heavenly boJies are fiwple, pure, and there» 
fore furcheſt off trom corruption : nor doth any ſuc« 
ceſſion of forms befal in them. Here alſo it was ma- 
nifeſt co him, chat as touching bodies in che gene- 
rable and corruptible world, ſome had the reaſon of 
their eflence conſiſting of ſome one form ſuperadded 
unto the notion of corporeity, as the four Elements, 
others whole eſſential reaſon conſiſted of more forms 
asthe animals, and the plants; and that whole & 
{ential reaſon conſiſted of the feweſt forms , had the 
feweſt ations, and the greateſt diſtance from life: 
ae if a thing were alcogether deſticue of form, = 
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(73) 
there was no Way in itto life, but it was in a ſtate 
like unto privation : but that whoſe ſubſiſtence of 
the e//ential reaſon conſiſted of more forms , had the 
more actions, and a more ready entrance into the 
fate of life, but if that form were {o diſpoſed , that 
there were no way of ſeparating it from the matter 
co which ic belonged, then its life ſhould be very ma» 
nifet, able, and lively : but chat which is defti- 
tute of all form is the by/c and matter, nor is any life 
in it, bur it is like unto privation, And that which 
ſubGRech by one form. is the tour Elements, which 
are in the firſt degree of ex/lence in the generable and 
corruptibke world, and othcr things are compound= 
ed of them, having more forms ; but thele Ele- 
ments are of a weak life, ſcing they move bur one 
way, alſo they are of a weak life, becauſe every one 
of them hath a contrary, in maniteſt oppoſicion to 
them, which refifteth them in that whereuato their 
nature incline, and laboureth to ſpoil them of their 
form, and therefore their eſſence is infirm and weak: 
but that the plants are of a ſtronger life; and the 
animals are yerof a more manifeft life then they ; 
and that becauſe if chere be any thing among theſe 
compounds, wherein the nature of one Element hath 
dominion, that, becauſe of che power it hath chere= 
in, doth overcome the nature of the other Elements, 
and doth aboliſh their firength , ſo that the compound 
is in the power of that Element which hath domini- 
on, andtherefore it is diſpoſed bur unto a ſmall por- 
tion of life, as the Element it ſelf is: bur when 
among theſe compounds there is'\th4t, wherein the 
nature of any one Element hath not dominion, then 
all zre of an equal temperament therein, and of equal 
vertue, fo that the one doth not weaken the yerrue 
of another, more then chat other doth of that one z 


i 
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butthey work upon one another it an equal opera- 


tion, nor is the operation of one Element obſervable 
more then the operation of another, and i is far 
from being like unto any one of the Elements , bur 
that it is as if nothing were contrary to its form, 
that in this manner becometh fic for life , and the 
greater that chis equality be , and the more perfeR, 
and the turther from inclining unto the other parr, 
K is ſo far the further from having a contrary , and 
its life is the more perfet. And whereas the animad 
ſpirit, the feat whereof is in the heart , is of a moft 
equal temperature, ( for it is more {ubcile then earth 
and Water, and more grols then fire and «tr ) it hath 
the manner of a midſt ( or medium ) contrary unto 
none of the Elements, in any obſervable manner of 
contrariety» and ſo it is diſpoſed untothe form which 
doth conſtitute an animal : and that which follow- 
eth he ſaw to be this, to wit, that the moſt equal in 
temperature among theſe animal ſpirits, was diſpoſed 
to the molt perfeRt life, in the generable and corrup- 
tible world, and that it tnay neac be ſaid, concer- 
ning that ſÞirit,that there is no contrary unto irs form, 
and therefore chat it is like unto theſe heavenly bo- 
dies, which have nothing contrary unto their form, 
and that therefore they are the ſpirit of chat animal 
which hath the moſt perfeR life, becaule it is indeed 
in the mid/t of the elements, neither ſimply moving i 
ſelf nþwards nor downwards : and if it could be placed 
in the midſt of that (pace which lyech betwixr che 
ceriter,and that ſupreme place whither the fire reach- 
eh, and that no corruption ſhould befalf ir, there it 
ſhould fix it ſelf, nor ſhould it defire ro move either 
upwards or downwards, bur if it were locally mov- 
« it ſhould be moved abour the middle, as the hea- 
yenly bodies are moved, and if it were moyed in 
| one 
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otie place,it ſhould SEL about it ſelf,and ſhould 


be of a Spherical Figure, feing it could not be other= 
wiſe: and theretore thac ic was very like unto the 
heavenly bodies. And when he confidered the pro» 
perties of the animals,and ſaw not one among them, 
of which he could 1uſpeR that it had the knowledge 
of this nece{Jary exiſtent bceing , bur that he knew that 
a5 to his own eflence he did know it, thence he con» 
cluded that he was an animal that had a {pirit of an 
equal temperature, like unto all the heavenly bodies, 
and it was manifeſt unto him , that he dilfered in 
kind from all the forts of animals, and that he was 
made for another end, and appointed unto ſome 
gercatthing, unto which no other animal was fitted, 
and it was enough to fignifie his Nobility , that the 
vileſt part of himſclf, co wit, his bodily part, was 
likeſt of all others unto the heavenly ſubſtances, 
which are without the gencrable and corruptible 
world, free from the accidents of defeft, and change, 
and alteration. But that his beſt part was that thing 
by which he did know that nece{ary exiſtent beeing ; 
and this intelligent thing behoved to be ſome heroick 
and divine thing, which changed not, and was not 
obnoxious to corruption, and ro which is not to be 
attribured any of theſe things which ate attributed 
unto the body, and that ic cannot be apprehended 
by any of the ſenſes, nor by imagination, and whoſe 
knowledge is not acquired by any other inſtrument, 
then by ir ſelf, but that it cometh unto it by its own 
help, and that ic is the knowving, the knowable, 3nd the 
knowledge, and the ſcient, the ſcience, and the cibile, 
nor thatin any of theſe was there any thing different, 
' ſeing diverficy and ſeparation belong to the attri= 
butes of bodies, and are the 4djuntfs of them, but 
this was neither 2a body, nor any attribute of a body, 
nor any thing adherent unto a body. And 
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(76) 
And when the way was manifeſt unto him, where. 
by ic was proper to him to be like unto the heavenly 
bodies, he {aw it did neceflarily belong to him to re 
ſemble chem, and to imnate their aRions , and that 
With all his firength he Chould endeayour to be like 
unto them, And alſo he ſaw by his more noble 
part, by which he knew that nece//ary exiſtent beeing, 
that there was in himſelf ſome fimilitude thereof, az 
he was ({eparated from the attributes of the body, a 
that need exiſtent beeing was (ſeparated from 
them. aw allo that it was his duty to labour to 


could, and to put on bis qualities, and to imitate bis ati. 
ons, and to be diligent in doing his will, and committing 
bis aff airs to bim, and to acquieſce in his heart in all by 
appointments, both as to the outward and inward , ſo « 
be might rejoyce in him, although bis body ſhould be afs 
flifted with grief, and ſhould hurt bim, yea, although al 
together be ſhould loſe bis bodily part, 

He ſaw moreover, that he reſembled other ſorts of 
abimals, in his vileſt part, which was of the gene- 
rable and corruptible world, to wit, in the obſcure 
and groſs body, which required diverſe ſorts of ten- 
fible things from him, as meat , drink, and marrt- 
age. Allo he ſaw that his body was not created in 
vain, nor joynedtco him for no end , and that i be 
longed to him to provide for it, and ficly to keep it: 
bur that he could not perform this care but by ſome 


Bur the ations which ſeemed neceſſary unto him 
had a threefold reſpe& ; for they were either an a@i- 
on by which he did reſemble che unreaſoneble animals, 
or ſome ation whereby he did reſemble the heavenh 
bodres. or ſome ation whereby he did reſemble that 
neceſſary exiſtent beeing : for the firſt «/ſimilation was 


neceſlary 
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dy, confiſting of diſtint members , and various fa- 


culties, and motions of diverſe lorts ; The ſecond «f- 
femlation was neceſlary unto him,as ht had an enimel 
ſpirit, rhe ſeat whereof was in the heart, and which 


was the beginning of tbe whole body, and of the 
faculties contained therein : Then the third «//imila» 
tion was neceſlary to him, as he was himſelf, i.e. 
23 he was that eflence by which he could know that 


neceſſary exiſtent beemg. And this was firſt of all - 


certain unto him , that his happineſs and freedom 
from miſery. was placed in the perpetual vifion of 
that neceſſary exiſtent beeing,ſo as to be in-that Rate, 
aS not to be turned away (or averted) therefrom for 
one moment, 

Then he conſidered the wayes whereby this con» 
tinuation might be acquired, and his contemplation 
thence gathered, that he was to exercile himſelf in 
theſe three ſorts of imilitude. And as to the fi li Gmi- 
litude, that trom the {ame he attained nothing of 
this viſion, but that it rather drew bim forth to ano= 
ther thing, and it was an hinderance to him, when 
he exerciled bimſelt in ſenfible things : tot all leofible 
things are as a vail interpoſed unto this viſion .. yet 
this aſſimilation is needful to preſerve the animal ſpi- 
rit , whereby the fecond affimilation is acquired, 
which is with heavenly bodies, and after this man- 
ner it is neceſſarily required, although it be not free 
from that kurt: but as to the ſecond conformity, 
that thereby is acquired a great part of the continued 
viſion, bur yer ſuch a viſion as wherein there is a 
mixture» whereas every one who by that manner of 
vifion continually ſeeth, ſeeth alſo cogether bis own 
efſence, and looketh into that, as (hall be afterwards 
declared ; bnt as ca the third conformity , that 
thereby 


neceſſary to him, as he had an obſcure and groſs bo« Y 


| +. 5 ' 
thereby the perfe& viſion is attained , and the (incere 
attention, having no reſpeR in any manner, but un« 
to that neceſſary exiſtent bceing, whereas his ellence is 
abſent from him who ſeerh this vilion, and evaniſh- 
eth, and becometh as nothing 3 as alſo all the other 
effences, whether many or few, except the eſſence of 
that owe , £rue, neceſſery, exiſtent, great, high, and 
powerful beeing, 

And when it was manifeſt to him, that the ſum 
of his defices confifted m this third conformity, but 
that chis is not acquired but after exerciſ®, and paing 
given for a long time, to che fecoad conformity, and 
this {pace could not be continued , but by the firk 
conformity, which although ic was neceſlary, ye he 
knew, of it ſelf ic was an impediment, though it was 
an help by accident : he reftrained his mind; that be 
permitted umo bimſelf no part of the firſt conformi- 
ty, but xs much as neceffity required , and that was 
in that largenels, as leſs {ufficed not to the preſerva- 
tion of the animal ſpirits and he ſaw two things 
which neceſſity requircd to the preſervation of this 
ſpiricz one that whatever nouriſhment he cook, it 
preſervedthe fame inwardly, and refreſhed « ; ano- 
ther that it preſerved that which is external, and re- 
pelted from it diverſe ſorts of hurts, as of cold, and 

heat, and rain, and the warmth of the Sun, and of 
hareful animals, and the like : and he ſaw, if he did 
ta(hly and haftily take any.of theſe things which 
were neceflary, tt might come-to paſs that he ſhould 
be obnox tous to excels, and Thould take above what 
were fit, and work againſt hiniſelf, whence he did 
not copfider 3 therefore he ſaw he would do moſt ad- 
viſedly, if he Chould appoint limits to himſelf that 
he ſhould not at all cranſgreſs, and meaſures which 
he (hould not exceed, and « was plain to himthat he 
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 B ſhould purthis rule to himſelf, about the kind of the 
'E chings which he ſhould cat, and che quality of chem, 
; Þ and aboutrieir quantity,and the time when to make 
BE uſcot chem. 

, And firſt he conſidered the kinds of thefe things 
« MW which hedid ear, and he ſaw them to be three, Viz. 
either to be Plants not fully ripe, nor attained to full 
perfeRion, ſuch as the ſores of green herbs, which 
2 man could cat; or the fruits of Plants that were 
perfet, and which were ripe , and yielded their 
ſeed, that from thence others could be braught forth, 
( and theſe kinds of fruits were both green and dry ) 
or to be ſome animal either belonging to the earih, or 
the ſea, which uſed tobe eaten : now it was certain 
unto him, that all theſe chings were made by that ne- 
ceſſary exiſtent beeing, in the approach unto which he 
ſaw his happineſs was placed, and to which he de 
fired to be aflimilate ; and that it could nor be, bur 
to eat of them would ve 2n impediment unto him, 
from attaining his jon, and ſhould come be. 
twixthim and the end propoſed unto him 3 which 
were to oppoſe himſelf tothe operation of the Agent, 
and that this oppoſition ſhould be contrary to that pro- 
pinquity and conformity ynto that which he was 
ſeeking ; and fo that he would do befl (if it could 
be ) 'to/abfrain from all food : but when,this, could 
not be, and that he ſaw an univerſal abſtinence from 
food, ſhould r:nd to the, deſtruction of his body, 
which ſhould be a greater repogran to his Creator, 
then the former 3 whereps be himſelf was nobler 
thenchaſe things, the deſtruRtion whereof was the 
cauſe of his duration : hejudged itheft, of two evils 
to chooſe the leaft, and he pernfited ro himſelf thax 
which was leaft repugnant: therefore it ſeemed, pood 
unto hiarto take any of thele Kinds , which _ re * 

and, 
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hand, (if others were wanting ) in that meaſure, 
which afterwards ſhould appear agreeable unto him 
but if all were preſent, then he behoved to deliberate 
with himſelf, and of them to chooſe that, the t2king 
of which (ſhould not occafion a great oppoſition to 
ariſe apainſt che operation of the Creator, ſuch as the 
pulp (or kirnel) in fruics, which had greateſt ſweet. 
neſs, and whole ſeeds were jn them fit co the produ- 
cing the like,ſo that heſhould keep the ſeeds,and nti- 
ther catthem , nor deftroy them, nor caſt them into 
places that were unfruicful , as ſmooth Rocks, Salt, 
Earth and ſuch like; but if he could not get ſuch 
fruits which had a pulp fit for nouriſhment, u 
Apples, Pears, Prunes,and (uch things, that then he 
was totake of fruics which had nothing fir to be 
eaten, bur the ſeed it (elf, as Wall-nuts, Cheſnuts and 
Herbs, which had not come to full ripeneſs; after this 
manner , that of. both kinds, he might take them of 
which there was moſt abundance,and power to pro- 
duce their like » but that he ſhould neither pull chem 
up by the root, nor deſtroy their ſeeds z bur if thele 
were wanting , that then he ſhould take of the Ani- 
mals, or their Eggs: after this manner. to take ſuch 
of the Animals, whereof there is greateſt abundancs 
fo that he mighe not altogether deſtroy the ſort of 
them : and theſe were the things which he judged 
fit ro be obſerved, as tothe kinds of his food. 

as coche quantity he ſaw, he was to obſerve that 
which ſufficed to ſatisfie hunger , fo that he did not 
exceed iT; and as to the time that ſhould come be- Y | 
twixt his males, he judged it beſt, chat when he had 
taken as much meat as ſufficed , he ſhould remaib 
content therewith , and (ſhould lcek no other, unci 
ſome weakneſs ſhould befall him, that might hinder 
him from performing any of thele ations belong: 
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ing unto the ſecond conformity , which are theſe I am 
now co mention. But as to the things which neceſ= 
fity required to the preſerving the animal-ſpirit, 


-: 


oO which might preſerve him from Without , it was a 
he - watter of no great difficulty unco him, ſeing he was 
t covercd with skins, and had a lodging that proteRed 
WS him from things that outwardly afſaulted him, and 
I cheſe ſufficed unto bim. and he thought it ſuperfluous 
, to take further care of chem + But in eating he ob- 


ſerved thoſe rules which he had preſcribed unto him= 
ſelf,co wit, theſe as we have above declared. 

Then he applyed himfelf to the ſecond operation, 
which was a conformity unto the heavenly bodies, 
and an imitation of them,and that he might reſemble 
their properties in himſelf : but when he had confi 
dered cheir attributes in his mind , they ſeemed unto 
him to be comprehended under a threetold kind ; the 
firſt was with a reſpeR unto inferiour things in the 
generable and corruptible world, which was the beat 
which they imparted unto them by themſelves ; and 
the cold, which was by accident, and light, and 74re= 
fattion, and condenſation , together with other things 
which they produce in them, by which they are diſpoſed 
to receive the influxes of the ſpiritual forms into them, 
from that neceſJary exiſting Agent. The ſecond ſort of 
«ttributes which agreed unto chem in themſelves, was 
that they were brigtt, ſhining, and pure from dreggs, 
and free from all ſorts of impurity» that they moved 
round- wiſe, ſome about their own center , others 
about the centers of others. The third ſort of 48- 
tributes was, which they had with a re/peR to that 
neceſſary exiſtent Beeing ; e, g, that they did behold 
the ſame in a ga, viGon, nor turned themſelves 
away therefrom , but continually did contemplat its 


and were occupied in what he did appoint,and were 
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alwayes obedient in doing his will ; neicher did they 
movye,bur of his will, and by his power. Therefore, 
in eycry one of theſe three kinds , he endeayoured 
with his greateſt pains to be like unto them: as to 
the firſt kind, the conformity thereof was placed in 
this, that he ſhould ſo behave himſelf, as to ſee no 
Animalor Plant to want thing, or to have any hurt 
or dammage,or impediment which he could remoye 
from them, bat to remove it : and when he did caſt 
his eyes upon any Plant , which ſomewhat interye- 
ment did hinder from the Sun, or to which ſome 
other Herb did cleave that hurt it, or if it had too 
much dryneſs that did endanger it; he would re- 
move whatever was interpoſed , if it was ſuchas 
could be removed, and take away from it that which 
hurted , in that manner as it did not hurt that which 
hurted another 3 and oft he would water it, ſo far as 
he could : and when he would look upon an Animd 
which ſome ravenous beaſt was purſuing, or which 
# fiuck faſt in any lake, or had any thorn in its or into 
& whole eyes or cars any hnrtful thing had fallen, or 
* that hunger and thirſt had ſeiſed on , all theſe things 
--. hedid undertake to remove with all his power , and 
gave meatand drink : and when he {aw any wa- 
ter that owed to water any Plant or Animal,if any 
impediment topped its running, whether any (tone 
that had fallen into it , or any thing carryed into it 
by the flood , all theſethings he removed : neither 
cealed heto'go on in this kind of conformity , untill 
he atcaincd great perfeRjon therein. 

As tothe fecond kind y his affimilation thereunto 
was placed in this,that he did keep himſelf in a con- 
tinual cleanlineſs, by removing all impurity and fil- 
thineſs from his body, and ofc waſhing himſelf with 
watcr , and purging his nails and his teeth, and uy 
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the ſecret parts of his body , and ſmelling them with 
well-ſmelſing berbs,as much as he could, and with 
diverſe kinds of perfumes , and oft waſhing his gar= 
ments.and Tmelling them, untill with ſplendor, beau- 
ty and cleanneſs, he wholly (hined : alſo, he uſed di- 
verſe kinds of circular motions » ſometimes going 
round about the Ifle and the Shore of it , and its ut= 
moſ? parts, and ſometimes compaſling his houſe, or 
ſome rock with various circuits » cither walking or 
running , and ſometimes whirling himſelf round 
ou untill a vertigo ( or giddineſs ) took hold of 
Im. | 
As tothe third kind, his affimilation thereunto was 
placed herein, that he might fix his cogitations upon 
that neceſſary exiſtent Beeing , and then that he might 
remove from himſelf all impediments of fenfible 
things, and ſhut his eyes, and ſtop his cars, and by all 
his ttrength he might reftcain himſelf from follow- 
ing his imagination » and that he ſhould endeavour 
2s much as he could, that he ſhould mind nothing. 
but bim,nor ſhould admit any other thing with him ; . 
and in this thing he laboured to promove himſelf, 
by wheeling himſelf about , and Rirring up himſelf 
thereunto ; and it came to paſs, as he did yehemente 
Js | ly wheel himſelf abouc, all ſenſible | FRE 
© | things did preſently evaniſh, and This exerciſe FA 
 } his phanſie, with the other faculties Wheeling bimſelf- 
1 | thatneeded bodily infiruments,did about , ſeemeth 
| languiſh, and the aRion of hiseſ= altogether aun 
ſence, which was free from the bo- 611511 and 
0 } dy, became ſtrong, ſothat at ſome hurtful , and be 
= | time his cogication would be pure afterwards did 
4 from mixture., and thereby he forſake is. 
b I would perceive that nece//ary exiſt - : 
ent Beeing : Bur afterwardsthe bodily faculties again 
G 2 _——_M_ﬀ 
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returning,did interrupt this his Rate,and reduced hin 
to the loweſt condition,fo that he returned to the fir 
ſtate, Butif any weakneſs of body fſeiſed on him, 
which hindred him from his purpoſe, he would take 
ſome meat, according to the laws aforeſaid, and then 
he would betake kimſelf to che ſtate wherein he way 
co aflimilace himſelf co the heavenly bodies , inthe 
three kinds above-mentioned , and he would conti- 

" nue intent in t1em for {ome good time,and would re- 
hft his bodily faculties, they alſo refG{tn'g him ; and 
in theſe times wherein he overcame them, and had 
his enoughts pure from mixture, ſomething appeared 
to him of the tate of theſe, who have reached unto 
the third aſſimilation. Then he began to ſeck after 
the third affimilarion, and endeavoured to attain it, 
'and he conſidered the attributes of that neceſſary ex- 
"ſtent Beeing : But it was manifelt co him, in the time 
of the theoretical ſpeculation , before he ſer about the 

practice, that they were of two forts, either affirna- 
tive,as knowledge, power and wiſdom 3 or negative, 
2s freedom from bodily things,and from them which 
follow thereupon,and depend from them,though afar 
off : and that in the affirmative attributes, this free- 
dom is required , that nothing be in them ot bodily 
attributes , of the number of which is multiplicity 
and therefore his effence is not multiplied by thele 
affirmative attributes. but that they all return to one 
notices , which is the truth of the eſſence, Therefore, 
he prepared himſelt ro confider , how he might be 
like unto him in both of theſe kinds : as to the aftir- 
mative attributes z when he £328 that all chings re- 
rurned to the Verity of bis eſſence , and that METe Was 
no multiplicity in thent in any manner, ſeing mule! 
plicity 15 otthe attrib1;ceq of the body : and he knew, 
that the knoBledge of þ ig eſſence was not a notion (u- 
8 | peradded 
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7 ES 
peradded unto his eſſence, but chat his eſſence was the 
knowledge of his e//ence, and the knowledge of his 
e/Jence was his e/ence ; Ir appeared unto him, that if 
he could know his e/Jence, that knowledge by. which 
he ſhould know it, (ſhould not be a notion (uperadded. 
unto 1tbut ſhould be che very ſame. Moreover, bis 

affimilation unto him, in ſome affirmative artribute, 

ſeemed to be placed in this, that he might know him 

alone, admitting nothing with him of bodily attri- 

butes, Therefore he gave his mind very earneſtly : 
to this thing 3 but as tothe negative attributes , char 
they all had this tendency » to denote a ſeparation 
from bodily things :-cheretore he began-to caſt off 
all bodily attributes trom his e/ence, and now he 
had removed many of them by his former diſcipline, 
whereby he endeavoured to allimilate himſelf to the 
heavenly bodies, but that yer many relits of them 
remained , as the circular motion ( which is one of 
the moſt proper attributes of bodies ) and the care 
of Animals and Plants,and the commiſerating them 
and the endeavour to remove the impediments from 
them, (fince thele things alſo belong to the attributes 
of bodies , becauſe he firſt ſaw them not but by the 
bodily faculty » and then he took pains to do theſe 
things concerning them by the ſame ) Therefore he 
atterpted to remove all theſe things from hinfelf, 
ſeing they were all of theſe things which conduced 
not unto that Rate which now he ſought; nor ceaſed 
he ſo far to reſtrain himſelf , that in the loweſt part of 
'a cave, be ſat quiet , bis head bowed downwards, bis eyes 
low, and averting (or turning )away bim/elf from all ſen- 
ſible things and bodily faculties , be bended bis mind and 
thoughts upon this one neceſſary exiſtent , and did not «d- 
mit any other thing : and when any other thing would 


off er it ſelf oxcaſionally unto bis fey) bis whole Prog 
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be would drive it back Ry bis imagination, and rejett it, 
and berein be exerciſed bumſelf , and perſiſted long to do 
this,ſo that at ſometimes , many dayes would paſs over 
Wherein he Would take no food, 
Note, That be bad now nor would move bimſelf, And 
forſaken that unprofi» while this vehement endea« 
table exerciſe of wbeel= vour lay upon him , many 
ing bimſelf about. times all */Jences but his own 

paſſ:d away out of his me« 
mory and thoughts ; but his own e//ence was not re- 
moved from him in that time, wherein he was deeply 
plunged in the vihon of that firſt beeing , the true ne- 
ceſſary exiſtent , and this troubled tim when he knew 
tha; chis was a mixture in that imple Viſion, and an 
admiſſion of another in that fight ; nor ceaſed he to 
endeavour that he might evani/Þ from himſelf , and 
might be altogether in the Viſion of that true Beetng, un- 
831] he attainedit ; and that the Heavens and Earth, 
and all chings among them , and all ſpiritus! forms, 
and bodily faculties, and all faculties ſeparate trom 
matter ( which are thoſe efJences having knowledge 
of chat Beeing ) might be removed out of his me- 


ſo his own eſſence be removed, and all being reduced 
to nothing, may evaniſh and become as ſcattered 
Atoms, and that nothing remained with him, but tim 
who is the true Beeing, of perpetual exiftence, and (o 
he ſpoke in this ſaying, ( which is rot a notion ſuper- 
added unto bis eflence) Zo whom is now the Kingdom * 
to the one omnipotent God + which words he under- 
ood, and heard their voice ; nor did his ignorance 
of ſpeech,nor that be knew not to ſpeak, hinder him 
from underſtanding the ſame : therefore he deeply 
plunged himſelf incothis Rate,and he ſaw that Which 
neitber the eye bath ſeen, nor the ear beard, nor cam? in- 
$0 the heart of man $0 conceive it, Bur 


mory and thoughts,and that among thoſe eſſences, al- - 
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But now» do not thou bend thy cogitations to the 
deſcription of that thing, which is not conceived by 
che heart of man : for many of theſe things which 
are conceived by the hearcs of men , are expreſled 
with difficulty, how much more that thing,co which 
there is no way for conceiving it in the heart, and 
which is neither of the world, nor within its limics ? 
Bur by the heart, I donotunderſiand the body of 
the heare , nor the ſpiric which is in the cavity there 
of ; bur by the ſame I underſtand the form of that 
ſpirit , which diffuſeth it ſelf by its faculties in the 
bodies of men : for eyery one of theſe three is called 
the beart. but there is no way whereby #hat thing can 
be conceived by any of theſe three » nor can any ex« 
plication be had , but of that which is conceived in 
the heart; ſo that whoever deſireth to expreſle that 
Rate, ſeeketh that which is impoſlible, and he is like 
unto him who would taſte dyed colours , as they are 
colours , and defire that a black were cither ſweer or 
bitter. Yet, we ſhall not diſmiſs thee without ſome 
tokens, by which we may hint at what he faw of the 


wonderful things of that ſtation, by way of fimilicude j 


not ſo, as that we may knock at the gates of (14th, 
ſcing there is no way unto the certain knowledge of 
what is in that place , but by coming thither, And 
now hear with the cars of thy heart, and ſee with 
the eyes of thy underſtanding» that which I amto 
declare 3 thence perhaps thou ſhalt find a direRtion 
which may lead thee unto the right way ; but] make 
this condition with thee , that thou require not from 
me at preſent,a further explicacion in conference, be- 
fide what 1 deliver in theſe Papers: for the field is 
narrow,and it is dangerous to determine in words, of 
a thing which is of that nature, that it cannot be ex» 


prefſed in words. . 
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(88) 
I fay therefore, when he was abſtrafted from his 
' own efllence, and all other effences, and did behold 
nothing elſe in che nature of things » but that one {i. 
ving, permanent | Beeing] and had ſeen what he ſaw, 
and then had returned to behold other things diffe- 
rent therefrom, when he returned unto himſclt from 
that ſtate, which was like unto a drunkenneſs, it came 
imo his mind that he had not an eſſence, by which 
he differed from the eflence of that true excellent Bee- 

ing, and that the true reafon of his 
Note,that after- own effence,was the efſence of that 
Wards be came to true beeing,and that firſt he thought 
ſee this opinion to be his own effence diſtin&t from 
to be a groſser- theeſſence ofthat true beeing. ro-be 
ror and miſtake, nothing indeed,nor to be any other 
and that his own thing but the eſſence of that true 
particular efſ- beeing; and that it is as the /ight 


ſence Was di- ofthe Sun, which falleth into thick 


ſtints from the bodies, and what thou ſeeſt to ap- 
eſſence of God, pear in them: for that, although 

it be attributed unto that body, 
wherein it appeareth, it is no other thing bur the 
light of the Sun, and the body being removed, the 
light thereof is removed. and only the light of the Sun 
remaineth, which is not diminiſhed by the preſence 
of that body, nor is it increaſed while it is abſent; 
and when a body happeneth, that is fir to receive 
fuch a light, it receiveth it, and the body being 1e- 
moved, alſothat receiving is removed and fpnift- 
eth nothing. And this ſentence prevailed with him 
from this, that it appeared manifc{t to him that the 
eſſence of that true, powerful, and glorious beeing , was 
no wiſe multiplied, but that his knowledge of the el- 
fence was the effence itſelf ; and hence it ſeemed un- 
to him neceffarily tofollow , that with whom =_ 
ene 
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the knowledge of chat eſſence, that alſo the cflence of 
" the ſame was with him, but chat the knowledge was | 
preſent with him, and therefore that the eflerce was 
preſent: bur that this eſſence was not preſent buc with, 
ie ſelf, and its preſence was its eflence, and therefore 
that it was the vety eſſence; 8nd in the ſame manner, 
all eſſences ſeparated from matter, which had the * 
knowledge of that true eſlence which formerly hebe- 
held as many, according to this ſentence, they were 
one with him- 4nd this doubt bad altogether faſtened it 
ſelf deep into bis mind, uuleſs Goa had aſſiſted bim with 
his mercy, and had prevented him With bis di- 

rettion ; whence he knew that this doubt which Note, 
be had, did ariſe out of the relidts of the obſcu- 

rity of bodies, and the filthine(s of ſenſible things, For 
that many and few, and unity and multiplicity, and 
coll-Aion and ſeparation, were all belonging to the 
Attributes of bodies, but as totheſe ſeparated eſſences, 
which have knowledee of that true, powerful,and glo- 
rious e/Jence,when they are wholly ſeparate from mat- 
ter» that they cannot be called many, or one, becauſe 
multiplicity js of the diſtinRtion of other eflences 
from others, and unity cannot be but by a conjun- 
Aion, and nothing of thele can be underRlood, but in 
compoſed notions, which are mixed with matter ; bee 
fide that the explication of things in this place is pare 
row and difficule : for if thou exprefſeft what be- 
longeth to thele ſeþarate eſſences by way of multgudes 
according to the uſe of our (peech » it hould ſeem to 
denore in them a notion of multiplicity , but they are 
free from mulcjplicity; and if thou expreſſcſt what 
b-longeth unto them, by way of ſeparation, that 
(hould ſcem to denote a notion of unity, which cannot 
befall them; 


And now I ſeem to behold ſome one acne 
| chis 


90 
this place, (who is of theſe Batts,whoſe eyes the Sun 
blindeth ) moving himſelf in the chain ( fetters or 
bands) of his fooliſhnefs, fayins, Thou haſt exceed- 
ed meaſure in thy ſubcilty, fo that thou haſt remo- 
ved thy ſelf from the Rate of underſtanding men, and 
haſt caſt off the reaſon of intelligible things : for of 
theſe chings which are determined by the intellef# , a 
thing is cicher one, or many: Burt let him haſten (lows 
ly,and remit ſomewhatof the (barpneſs of his ſpeech, 
and let him confider himſelf, and che things which 
are in this ſenſible world wherein he is contained, in 
chat manner, as aj Ebn Tokdan confidered them, 
when viewing things in a certain manner of contem- 
plation, he ſaw that they were many, in a multiplici- 
ty,which could not be comprehended, nor contained 
within any limite : then again viewing them in ano- 
ther manner of contemplation,he ſaw them to be one, 
and he remained doubtful in that thing, nor could he 
determine concerning it,unto one part,more the: un= 
to another : ſo it was, although this ſenſible world 
be the genuine place of multiplicity » and fingularity, 
and their true nature 1s there underſtood, and therein 
is a ſeparation, and union, and divifion into parts, 
and diſtinRtion. and agreement, and diſagreement: 
therefore what ſhall he think concerning the divine 
world whetcin it is not lawtul to ſay, al/things, nor 
ſome nor can any ofthe things belonging unto it be 
exprefſed in words, wherewith our ears are accuſto- 
ftomed, but that thou will 
This is conform to the do have ſome conjeRure, 0» 
Frine of Dionyſus A- therwiſe then the ching is, 
reopagita, de Divinis andwhich none can know 
nominibus. but he who hath ſeen, and 
whole true manner is not 
perceived but by him who hath attained it. But as 
0 
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o what he faith, Thou baſt paſſed beyond the nature of 
intelligent men, and baſt thrown aWvay the manner ( or 
reaſon) of What 85 intelligible : Thus we grant unto 
him and we diſmiſs him with his intell;gent men 
for that intelleff which he and ſuch men doth mean, 
is the 7ational faculty. which contemplateth the indi= 
viduals of the lenfible chings, and thence fearcherh 
out an #niverſal notion, and the intelligent men whom 
he meanech» are theſe who ufe a ipeculation of that 
kind : bur this ſort of which we ſpeak, is above all 
theſe things. Wheretore lec him ſtop his ears againſt 
it, whoever underſtanderh nothing beyond ſenfible 
thiggs,and their univerſals, and let him return to his 
company, to witthem who knew che (enfible things 
of this world, taking no care about the other ; bur if 
thou art of them unto w hom chis ſort of tokens and 
figns doth ſuffice as to the divine wo7ld,nor doft thou 
fix another interpretation upon our words , befide 
that which uſually is put on chem then we (hall de- 
clare unto thee ſomewhat further of that which Hai 
Ebn Tokdan ſaw in that place of them who enjoy the 
truth, which we have above-mentioned: and that 
was this. 

After he was really plunged (or ſunk) into theſe 
things, and was abſiraRted from all other things, 
and did cruly comprehend choſe things ; he ſaw that 
there was an ef ence of a \upreme Sphere ) ( beyond 
which there is no body) free from matter, which was 
not the effence ot that one true beeing, nor yet the 
Sphere ir ſeif, nor ſomewhat different from them, 
bur it was as the Image of the Sun which appears in 
ſome polite ( or ſmootb) Looking-glaſs, for that is 
neither the Sun, nor the Glaſs, nor yet any thing di- 
tint from them ; and he ſaw that ſuch was the pere 
feAion of that ſeparate Spbere,and ſuch wasthe _ 

or 
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dor and beauty of it which is greater then can be 
expreſſed with the tongue, and more ſubtile then that 
it can be clothed with leaers, or the voice; and be 
ſaw that it was in the higheſt degree of pleaſure, and 
Jay» and exultation,and gladnels, becauſe of the yiſi- 
on of that true and glorious e/Jence ; allo he ſaw the 
eſJence of the Sphere next unto that which is the Sphere 
of the fixed Scars, to be free from matter, which was 
neither the eevce of that one true beeing , nor the eſ- 
ſence of the {lupreme ſeparated Sphere, nor the ſame, 
nor yet any thing different from them, but it was, as 
the Image of the Sun, which is ſeen in a Looking- 
glaſs, upon which the Image of the Sun is refleRed 
rom another Looking-glaſs oppoſite to the Sun; 
ad he ſaw that this eſſence had a ſplendor, and beau« 
ty,and pleaſure, like unto that which belonged unto 
the ſuprems Sphere. Alſo in the ſame manner he 
ſaw the eflence of the Sphere next unto that, to be ſe- 
parate from matter, and this was the Sphere of 54- 
turn, which was none of the eſſences which he ſaw 
formerly,nor yet any thing diverſe from them, which 
was as the Image of che Sun appearing in another 
Glaſs, which is refleted from the Image of the Sun 
appearing in a Glaſs oppofite to the Sun ; and he 
ſaw the ſplendor and pleaſure of this eflence co be 
like unto that which was in the former ; nor ceaſed 
he co behold everySphere,having its eſſence ſeparate, 
free from matter, which was not any of the former 
eſſences, nor diverle from them, which was as the 
Image of the Sun refleRed from one Glaſs unto ano- 
ther, in the order digeſted, according to the diſpoſtti- 
on of che Spheres: and he ſaw thatevery one of theſe 
eſſences had that beauty, ſplendor, joy, and pleaſure, 
which the eye hath nobſcen, nor the car heard, and 
hath not come into the mind of man,until he mw _ 
eng 
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length unto the generable and corruptible world, 
which is all that which is contained within the 
Sphere of the Moon ; and he {aw allo that the ſame 
had an effence ſeparate from the matter, which was 
not any of the eflences that he formerly ſaw, nor any 
thing diverſe from them, and that this efſence had ſe» 
venty thouſand faces, and every face had leventy thou- 
ſand mouths, and every mouth had ſeventy thouland 
tongues, whereby it did praiſe and celebrate continu- 
ally. and did ſanQifie the eſſence of that one true Beeing: 
and he (aw that this eence which he ſuſpeted co 
have mulciplicity, alchough it was not manitold, had 
2 perfeRtion, and a pleaſure, like unto that which he 
firſt ſaw,and that this eflence was as the Image of the 
Sun appearing in water that trembleth, which hath 
that image refleted upon it, from the laſt of thoſe 
Glaſſes unto which that reflefior did come , accor= 
ding unto the order aforeſaid, trom the firſt Glaſs op= 
polite unto the Sun. Then he ſaw that he himſelf 
had a ſeparate effence, which if that eſlence of leventy 
thouſand faces could be divided into parts, we would 
ſay were a part of the ſame » and unleſs this eſſence 
had been produced of the new, after it was not exift- 
ent, we would ſay it were the ſame thing,and if it had 
not been made proper unto its body, when it did firſt 
exiſt, we would ſay it had not been produced of the 
new. And in this order he ſaw allo other eflences like 
unto his, which were neceſſary, then they were diſ- 
ſolved, whatever things neceſſarily exiſted with him, 
and that they were as many as could not be num- 
bred,if it were lawful ro call them many, or that they 
were all one,if it were lawful co call them one: And 
he ſaw that his own eſſence, and thoſe with him in 
the ſame degree had an infinite beauty, ſplendor,and 
pleaſure, which neicher the eye hath ſeen, nor the ear 
heard, 
þ L 
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heard, nor hath entred the heart of man, and which 


they cannot deſcribe, who deſcribe other things, and 
which no man can underſtand, but he who hath ar. 
tained it» And he ſaw many e/Jences ſeparate from 
matter, which were as ruſted Glafles,and defiled with 
uncl-anneſs,which had their backs turned upon theſe 
poliſhed Glafſes wherein the Image of the Sun was 
impreſſed, and he {aw that ſuch filthineſs and defe 
Rivencls was 11 thele Glaſſes, which never came in» 
to his mind, and be (aw them to be affced with in« 
finite griefs and HGghings, which could not 

Oc, Cur® be removed, encompaſſed, [or incloſed } 
$ains, within Fatts \ or boyling Cauldrons } 
of pains, and burned with the fire of the 

yail of ſeparation, and to be cuc into pieces, betwixt 
the drawing unto them, and beating off trom them; 
alſo he ſaw here other eſſences , befides thoſe which 
were cormented, which appeared,and then evaniſhed, 
and were connexed, and then diſſolved. And here 
he reſtrained himſelf-and conſidered theſe things well, 
and he ſaw great terrors and huge matters,and a bu- 
fied company, and an effetual operation, and com 
planation,and inflation,and produRion, and deftru- 
Ction : and after tome ſmall time interveening , his 
ſenſes again returned unto him,and he was awaken- 
ed out of that ſtate, which was as an extaſie, and his 
feer did flide our of this place , 2nd the ſenfible world 
appeared unto him , and the divine World departed 
from him : for theſe two cannot meer cogerher in the 


ſame face : for this world, and the 9ther, are as the two 


* Wives of one Husband,the one whereof if thou doſt pleaſe, 
thou [halt provoke the other unto wrath. | 

But if thou doſt fay, that it ſeems from what thou 
haſt ſaid of chis viſion, that the ſeparace effences, if 


they were in a body of perpetual duration , which. 
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how much lefs in this place z where the Sun and his 


' things that follow them,aud are very far diſtant trom 
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is ihncorruptible,as the Heavetis,that SG would 
be of a perpetual exiſtence ; bur if they be in a body 
that tendeth unto corrvprtion,as are the reaſonable ani 
mals, that they ailo ſhall be obnoxious to corruption, 
and (hall eyaniſh and be reduced unto nothing , ac- 
cording unto the hmilitude which thou didſt propoſe 
of the refleRing glaſſes ; for that image hath no du» 
ration,.. but for the duration of the glafle, and when 
the glaſle is corrupted,alio the image is certainly core 
rupted , and evaniſheth. But I ſay unto thee, how 
ſoon haſt chou forgotten thy covenant thou didft 
make wich meand haſt cran(greſled the fixed limits ? 
Hath itnot been firſt told thee , that here the way of 
interpretation is narrow , and that the words upon 
one of the parts,make that men think otherwiſe, then 
the things are? and what thou didſt think hath 
made thee fall into this , to conclude , that that to 
which any thing is compared, and chat with which 
ic 1s compared, is of the ſame manner in every part 2 
but that muſt not be in any kind of uſual ſpeech, 


light,and his image, and his repreſcntation, and the 
glaſſes, and his conſpicuous fimilitude, are all things 
which are not ſeparate from bodies , nor have any 
fubGſtence but by them, and in then, and ther: fore 
need them as to their exiſtence, and thoſe being taken, 
away, they are removed ? But the divine eſſences and 
beroick, ſpirits are all free from bodies, and from the 


them; nor is there any connexion among them, nor 118 
atty dependence from them, that it is all one in their if 
reſpeRt , whether the bodies be removed or remain, {/F 


whether they exiſt or not : but their connexion and 
dependence is from the eflence of that one ##ue Beeing, 
that doth neceſſarily exiſt, which is the firſt of chewy, 


and 


and their beginning and cauſe , which makethth 
they do exiſt,and giverk them duration,continuatin 
and perpetuity ; neither do they need the bodieg, | 
the bodies need them, and if it could be thar t 
were removed.the bodies ſhould alfo be removed, k 
they are their Principles ; even as if it could be fy 
poled,that the eſſence of that one cruezhigh and melt 
holy Beeing,and removed from any ſuch thing (thee 
is not a God beſide bim) could be taken away, alſoal 
theſe eſſences ſhould be taken away , and the bodirs 
(hould alſo be removed, and this whole ſenfible worll 
ſhoul4 evaniſh ; nor ſhould any thing remain, ſeing 
all theſe chings have a mutnal connexion : Bur al 
chough the ſenfible world follow the divine world, 
as its {haddow, and the divine world needeth not, 
and 15 free from it ; yet, to ſuppoſe its removing is 
abſurd , becauſe it follow-th the divine world ; but 
in this confiReth its corruption » that it be changed, 
not that ic altogether go into privation(& of this did 
that excellentBook (peak, where this notion fallethin, 
of moving the mountains, that they may becomes 
wool,and that men (hall become as candle-flies, and 
concerning the obſcuration of the Sun and Moon, 
and the breaking forth of the Seas , in that day 
wherein the Earth ſhall be changed into another 
Earth, and the Heavens alſo.) And this is che ſum 
of what I can declare unto thee at preſent, concet- 
ning the thing which Hai Ebu Yokdban ſaw in that 
excellent Rate 3 neither ask chou, that any thing fur- 
ener of it be committed ro words , for chat is as im- 


ry of him, that God willing, I (hall afterwards de- 
clare, Whereas he returned unto the ſenfible world: 
that is after he had digrefſed, whither he had digrel(- 
{ed » he loathed the- crovbles of the outward life, 
2 


poſſible. But as concerning the finiſhing the hifto- | 


and travelled with the tigheft defire of a ſut« 
ther life ; and he ſoughe a re-entrance into 
chat place of ſpeculation, in the ſame manner 
wherein he firſt ſoughe ic , uncill he attained 
it, with lels travel chen formerly, and he re- 
mained 4n it the ſecond time, longer then in 
the firſt cime: thenhe returned unto the (en 
lible world , then again he fitted himſelf co 
attain unto his place of ſpeculation, the ac« 
ceſs unto which was eafier unto him, then at 
K the fi or (econd time, and his abiding there- 
.& in was of longer continuance : Nor ceaſed, 
| che way of attaining unto that noble ſtate, to 
, | become more ealie unto him , and his re- 
s} maining therein to be the longer from time 
[h eo time,untill he arrived at this,that he could 
| attain it when he defired, and removed not 
1] from ic,buc as he defired, [or willed.] There- 
'Y fore he cleaved unto this his place , neither 

departed he from it, but when the neceſlity. 

of the body required, which he had reduced 
| unto that ſcarcity , that a lefſer could hardly 
; | befound ; and among all theſe things he wiſh- 
14 ed,that the powerful and glorious God would 
| altogether remove him from his body, which 
th} called bim away from chat place; and that he 
might wholly and perpetually attend unto his 
pleaſure, and might be free from that grief 
wherewith he was affe&ed,how oft he was ture 
ned away therefrom, becauſe of the neceffity 
of his body : andin this fate remained , 4 
H £ 
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\ till he paſſed the feventh ſeprenary from his 
beginning, that is filty years 3 and then the 
fctiowthip of Aſa! bappened unto him :; bur 
the narration of. his meeting with him is ſuch, 
as. God willing, '(hall afterwards follow, 

They reporr, that there is an Hle near unto 
that Ifle wherein Hai Ebn Tokdban was born, 
according to the one of thele two differing 
opinions of the manner of his birth , unto 
waich a certain Sect of thele good Sets of 
men did betake it felt , which had for their 
Author (ome of the old Prophets of pious 
memory,viz. A Sed which declared all things 
by compoled Parables, which might repreſent 
the images of theſe things to the fancy, and 
might tatten their impreſſions in the minds of 
men,as uſeth to be in Diſcourſes fitted for the 
Vulgar., Nor ceaſed that Sed& to ſpread it 
ſelt , and to prevail io that Iſle, and to be 
made known; ſo that the King thereof em- 
braced it, and forced others to adhere unto 
him. 

Now there were bornin the ſame:]{land two 
excellent men , and deſcious of that which is 
good ( the name of the one was Aſa/, the 
name of the other Sa/aman ) who meeting 
with that Seft,embraced ir in the beſt manner, 
and prepared themielves to obferve all its 
precepts, and were continually exerciſed in 
the works thereof, and for that end, they did 
enter 1aro a fellowſhip, Bae at ſometimes 
they 


| (99 ) x. 
they enquired into thac which was delivered 
into the words of the Law, of the deſcripti- 
on of the high and glorious God, ind of his 
Angels, and of the delcriptions of the relur= 
re&ion, and reward, and puniſhment co come. 
Now as to A/al, the one ot the cwo,he (earchs 
ed more into the moſt inwards of things, and 
ſought out more the mykical ſenſes, and he 
was [{tudious to interpret. them t but Sala- 
man his neighbour -did moſtly ebferve the 
outward things,reſtraining bimfelt more from 
incerpretations, and abſtaining from a curious 
(earch and ſpeculation of things ; In the mean 
time, both of them was diligent in outward 
works , and calling themlelves to an account, 
aud reſiſting their affeCtions. . Bur there were 
in that Law,ſome ſayings which (cemed to ex» 
hore men unto a ſolitude and a ſolitary liſe, 
and to ſignifie, that felicity and happinels. is 
placed therein ; but there were more flayings, 
which ſeemed. to exhort men unto company, 
2nd toembrace. the (ociety of men; There» 
fore Aſal addited his mind to (eek after ſo- 
litude, and he preferred thoſe ſayings which 
tended thereunto, when by nature he was gl- 
ven to perpetual contemplation, and toſeek 
out the explications of things, and ſearch af- 
tes their fignifications; for, a great hope of 
attaining this thing offered ic ſelf unto him, 
out of a ſolitary life : Bus Salzman was ads »!f| 
difted unto company,and mofily regarded the-.. | | 

H 2 ſayings \ . 


| 
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fayings tending thereunto 3 becauſe of a fear 
which was in his hature of contemplation,and 
of a more (ubtile enquiry,and keeping of com- 
Pany ſeemed unto him, to be that which dri- 
ved away evil thoughts,and removed opinions | 
which did bear themſelves in into his mind, 
and which did lead away from the inftigations 
of devils. Therefore, their diſagreement, as | 
to this opinion, was the cauſe that they de- 
parted one from another. 

And now A/fal had heard of that If{land, 
wherein it 1s reported that Hai Ebn Tokdban 
had bis Original, and he knew the fruittulnels 
and advantages of it, and the temper of the 
air, and chat his departing into jt, would ac- 
compliſh what he defired : Therefore, he de- 
termined to go thither, and there to with- 
draw himſelf from the fellowſhip of men, as 
to the remnant of his time. Therefore, ga- 
thering all his goods together which he had, 
with « part of chem he hireda Ship, to carry 
him into that l{land, the reſt he did diftribute 
unto the poor, and taking his farewell of $4- 
laman, he committed himſelf unto the Sea : 
and the Mariners having cranſported him 
into the I{land , when they had landed him 
on th? ſhore, they departed from him, And 
ſo Aſal remained in that Iſland, ſerving the 
powerful and glorious God, magnifying him, 
and meditating upon his glorious Names, and 
high Actributes , nor was his mind hindered, 
oy nor 
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nor thoughts troubled. And when he needed 
food,he took of the fruits of the Ifle, or of 
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the caings he catched in hunting, as much as 
luthced unto his hunger : and in this ſtate he 
remained for ſome time, and enjoyed great 
plealure,and much tranquility, from the con» 
ference he had with his Lord, and he (aw dai- 
ly, that from his benefits and moſt precious 
gitts, and from what he brought ready to his 
hand what he (ought, and was neceſlary for his 
food, that the certainty of his faith was con- 
firmed,and ic gave him comfort. In the mean 
time, Hai Ebn Tokdhban was taken up in ſub» 
lime (ſpeculations, nor did he come our of his 
cave, but once in the week, to take unto him 
ſuch food, as was moſt readily preſented ; and 
therefore, Aſal at the firft time did not fall 
upon him, bue walking along the utmoſt parts 
of the Iſland, and compaſling its bounds, he 
neither (aw any man, nor perceived the foot- 
ſteps of any, whence he had gladneſs, and his 
mind being delighted in reſpe& of what he 
had propoſed unto himſelf,to wit,that chiefly 
he might ſeek after (ſolitude and:retirement, 
untill it came to pals at a certazn time,, that 
Hai Ebn Tokdhan coming forth to'ſeek his 
food, at which time Aſa] had betaken himſelf 
unto that place,the one did caft his eyes upon 
the other, and A/a/ doubted not, but that he 
was one of the religious men given to (oli- 
tude, who had betaken himſeli unto that 
H 3 Iſland; 
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Iſfland,to be retired from E company of men, 
even as he had come thither, And he feared, 
left if he ſhould meet him, and make himſelf 
known, he ſhould be an occaſion to trouble his 
Rarte,and (hould be an impediment (et betwixc 
him and-his hope : But Haz Ebn Tokdban knew 
not what the matter Was, becaule he law him 
to reſmble none of thefe animals that he had 
formerly (een; and he being cloathed with a 
black coat of hair and wool,which he thought 
had been (ome natural cover, he flood long 
aſtoniſhed : but A/a/ turning himlelt from 
him, fled away, fearing left he ſhould detain 
him, from what he was occupied about ; but 
Hai Ebn Tokdhan foltowed him,from an inxate 
defire to tearch out the truth of the matter, 
and when he (aw, that he fled from him with 
all bis mighe , he with-drew and hid himſelf, 
fo that 4/a/ thought he had departed from 
| him, and gone further off from that part : 
therefore 4/a/ began to take bimfelf unto 
prayers, and reading, and to invocation, and 
weeping, and ſupplication , and complaints, 
untill theſe things had turned him away 

from every other matcer, 7 as 4 
la the meantime Hai Ebr Tokdan drew near 
unto him by little and lictle,: while 4/a/ did 
not obferve, until he was ſo near unto him, 
that he heard his reading, and praifes , and 
ſaw his hamble gefture and weeping , whence 
ne heard a pleaſant voice, and letters digefied 
; into 
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into order , the like whereof he had never 


perceived by any ſort of the Animals; allo bes 
holding his form and lineaments , he law him 


{ . co be of che lame form wich himſelf, and ic 
appeared unto him, that the Coat. wherewith 


he was clothed, was not a natural skin, but 
2n habit taken from (ome other thing, like un- 
to his own clothing, and when be (aw the com- 
linefs of his humble geſture , and of his (up- 
plication, and weeping, he doubted not bur 
he was one of the eſſences, which had the 
knowledge of that true Beeing, and therefore 
he was carried with defire towards him , des 
firing to {ee what the matter was with him | 
and what was the cauſe of that weeping and 
ſupplication, Therefore he came nearer unto 
him, until 4/a/ obſerving it, he did haſten to 
run, But Hai Ebn Tokdan with a great ftrength, 
did follow after him, until he reached. him, 
in reſpe& of the ſtrength and power which 
God had given him, both of knowledge, and 
body, and he took hold of him, and kept bjm, 
that he could not flee away. Therefore when 
Aſal beheld him covered with the hairy skins 
of Animals, and his hair ſo long that it co- 
vered a great part of his body , .angd law that. 
he was ſo (wiſt in his courſe, and. (q 

in firength, he was greatly aſraid of bind, 8 
he began gently to entreat him., 2nd; to ask 
him in words which Hai Ebn Tokgan under- 
ſtood not, nor knew what it was, but.that he 
j | cbſerved 
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obſerved in him the cokens of fear ; he did 


therefore appeaſe him with the voices which 
'he had learned from ſome of the Animals, and 
gently ftroaking with his hand, his head, and 
the ſides of his neck , he ſhewed kindly unto 
him, and gave a fignification of his joy and 
gladneſs , until the fear of A/al was (etcled, 
and that he knew he willed him no evil. Now 
Aſal of old had learned moſt of Lavguages, 
and was skilful of them, through his defire 
afcer the knowledge of the interpretation of 
things; he began therefore to {peak unto Hai 
Ebn Tokdan, and to ask him of his condition, 
in every Tongue that he did know, and he en- 
deavoured co make him underftand : but this 
he could not do. Allo Hai Ebn Tokdan, in 
all theſe things wondered at what he heard, 
nor knew he what it was, but that he obſerv- 
ed che fairneſs of his countenance, and his 
good-will. So every one of them admired 
* the condition of the other, But A/al had by 
him ſome relifts of food which he had 
brought with him from the inhabited Iſland, 
which he offered unto Hi Ebn Tokdan, but he 
knew not what it was, for he had never ſeen 
any thing of that ſort before ; therefore A/al 
eating ſomewhat of it himſelf, did fignifie un- 
co him that he might eat ; But Hai Ebn Tok- 
dan did mjnd thoſe Laws wherewith he had 
bound himſelf in the receiving of meat , and 
when he knew not the nature of that tivosg 
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which was ſet before him, what it was, and whe- 
ther it was lawful for him co take of it, or nor, 
he reſtrained himlelf from eating 3 but Aſal 
ceaſed not to delire him, and kindly to invite 
him ; when therefore Hai Ebn Tokdan was held 
with the deſire of him, he teared left it he 
ſhould continue to retuſe , he (ſhould alienate 
him from him. Therefore taking that food, 
he did eat of it, but when he had caſted ic,and 
liked it, it appeared unto him , that he had 
done evil, in violating the Covenant about 
the conditions which he had propoſed to him- 
ſelf in taking meat 3 and it repented him of 
his deed. and he willed co withdraw himſelf 
from A/al, and to betake himſelf unto his 
ſtate, (eeking to return unto his ſublime ſpe» 
culation :; but that viſion did” not preſently 
return unto him; therefore he thought ic 
belt to remain with A/al in the ſenſible world, 
until he was more certified of his condition, 
that no further inclination ſhould remain in 
his mind towards him; that (o afterwards he 
might recurn to his place ,' being diſtraged 
with no other thing. So-be joyned himſelf 
to the fellowſhip of Aſal; and" Afal (aw 
that he could not (peak, he'wes certmin thet 
no hure ſhould befal his Religion from him, 
and he hoped it ſhould come to paſs that he 
ſhould reach him Language, and Knowledge, 
and Religion, whence he ſhould have a'great 
reward, and a nearneſs unto God, So A/el 
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began to teach him aa Rk fiſt by pointing 
unco him at particular things, and then by 
pronouncing their names; and repeating them 
unto him, he willed him to pronounce them 
again , which he preſently did, until he had 
taught him all names, and fo by little and 
little gradually carried him on, that in aſhort 
ſpace he could (peak. Then Aſa! began to 
ask him of his condition, and whence he had 
come into that Ifland z but Hai Ebn Tokdan 
told him that he knew not what beginning he 
had, nor father, nor mother , but the Goat 
| or Roe} which brought him up, and he de- 
icribed unto him his whole late, and what 
progreſs he had made in knowledge, until he 
had come unto that degree of conjuntiion with 
God. Therefore when A/a/ had heard of bim, 
of thole truths, and thole eſſences, which are 
ſeparate from the ſenſible world, and have 
knowledge of the eſſence of that one, true, 
powerful , and glorious Beeing , and had de- 
(cribed unto him the eſſence of that ſupreme, 
powerful, true, and an Beeing, 1n his glo- 
rious attributes, and had unfolded unto him 
how much he could ,. of that which he ſaw, 
when he bad reached unto that conjunGion Of 
the joys of them who are joyned unto God, 
and the griefſs of them who arc ſeparate from 
_ him, he doubted not but that all the things 
which in their. Law were delivered of the 
Commandment of the powerful and OY 
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God, and his Angels, and Books, and his 


Meſſengers, and the laſt Day, and of his. Pa- 
radite, and the Fire, are the fimilitudes of 
thele chings which þai Ebn Tokdan law , and 
the eyes ot his heart were opened , and his 
mind was enlightened, and that which he pers 
ceived by realon, and received by tradition, 
did well agree with him, and the manners of - 
interpretation, were caſte with him, nor was 
there any thing hard unto him in theſe pre- 
cepts, which was not. now manifeſt, nor any 
thing (hur, which was not open, nor any thing 
Whick was not diſcovered unto him ,- and he 
became mighty in underſtanding 3 and then 
he lo admired Hai Ebn Tokdan, that be bad a 
great account 0i him , and he did reverence 
him, and it was certain nnto him that he was 
one of the Saints of God, to wbom is no fear, 
and who” ſhall not bave grief. Therefore he 
made himſelf ready to terve him, to imitate 
him, and to follow his admonitions, in the 
works which did occurr unto him, in thole le- 
gal things which formerly he had learned in bis 
Religion, Bur Hai Ebn Tokdan began to ask 
him of his matters, and of his condition, that 
he would unfold them unto him, and Aſai be» 
gan to deſcribe unto bim the ſtate of his 
Hland, and what kind of men was therein, -what 
was their canverſation before: that religious 
Se came thither ; and how & was now aſter 
ies Coming unto them : alſo he declared unto 


him 
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him all things which were delivered in the 


Law, of the deſcription of the divine World, 
and of Paradiſe, and the fire of Hell, and the 


being raiſed up, and the Reſurre&ion, and the || - 


gathering unto Judgement, end the account 
which was then to be given, and the Scales 
wherein the ations of men ſhould be weigh» 
ed, and the way through which they were to 
Pals. And Fai Ebn Tokdan underſtood all 
theſe things, nor did he perceive that any of 
them was unlujtable unto what he (aw in his 
ſublime place, and he knew that he who had 
deſcribed thoſe chings, and delivered them 
unto men, was true in deſcribing of them, and 
- in his (ayings, was a true Meſſenger (ent of 
God, and he velieved him, and acknowledged 
the truth thereof, and gavea teſtimony unto 
his miflion, Then he began to ask him of the 
precepts which he had brought, and of the - 
Rites of the Worſhip which he had ordained, 

therefore he deſcribed unto him Prayer, and 
Alms-giving, and Faſting, and Travelling, and 
ſach kind of outward works ; and he received 
theſe things, and embraced them , and took 
upon him the performance of them, in obedi- 
ence to that command, being perſwaded of 
the truth of him who delivered the lame ; bur 
there were two things remained fixed in his 
mind, which he admired, nor did he perceive 
any manner of wiſdom in them, wherefore that 
Meſſenger in his deſcribing moſt things be« 
RETRY longing 
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_ longing unto the divine World , did ufe Pa» 
' Tabies unto men, and abftained froni a clear 
untolding of them,ſo that men,in a great part, 
fell into that, that they affirmed it co be cor- 
poreity, and believed that to be ſomething of 
the eſſence of that true Beeing, from which ic 
1s far diftancy and 1s free, and in the ſame man- 
ner, inthe things belonging unto the way of 
reward and pumſhment. The other was, that 
he did not proceed beyond thoſe Precepts and 
Rites of Worſhip,and that he permitted that 
men {hould endeavour to ſeek after riches,and 
that as to their feeding, they might enjoy 
their liberty , lo that they vainly gave them» 
ſelves unto vain things,and turned themſelves 
away from the truth, ſeing it was his own opt- 
nion,that nothing ought to be taken from any, 
bur to ſuſtain the reliques of the life : but as 
to riches,they were ot no value with him : al- 
ſo he ſaw what was decreed in the Law, con- 
cerning che things belonging unto riches, as 
to Alms- giving, and diftributing of them, and 
Trading, and Ultury, and Fines, and Puniſh- 
ments,and all the(e things ſeemed ſtrange unto 
him, and he judged them fuperfivous, and he 
(aid, If men judged the matter '»ccording un- 
to truth, ſurely they would turn away chem- 
ſelves from thele empty things,and follow the 
truthb,and fo all this would be ſuperfluous, nor 
would any bave that propriety in riches, ' that 


theſe dues ſhould be exated from him,or _ 
19 
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bis hands ſhould Make "i , for thele thingy 
" fecretly taken by ſtealth , or that lives ſhould 
be deftroyed for taking them away openly, 
Bue that which puc this opinion in his mind, 
Was, that he thought el} men were of an in 
genuous inclination,and a ſharp underſtanding, 


and of minds conftaat unto themſelves ; nor - 


knew he what dulneſs of mind they had, what 
tcarcity of (pirit, what evil counſe), and what 
zaconftaacy of mind,and that they were altoge- 
ther like beaſts, yea furder erring from the way. 
Taeretore , when he had an exceeding great 
compaſiion upon men, and delired that (alva- 
tion might come unto them by his help, 
purpoſe of going unto them entered into his 
mind, that he might unfold and declare the 
truth unto them, Therefore he made this 
known unto his neighbour 4/al, and asked of 


him, if he could think upon any way whereby 


he could come unto them ; but A4ſz/ declared 
unto him, the defeCt of their ingenuity , and 
how averle they were from the commandment 
of God ; but he could not underſtand this, 
and his mind was intent apon that which he 
hoped : A/al allo greatly defired, that God 


by his means, would dire& ſome of his neigh- 


bours, who were calie to be guided, and were 
not fo far from ſtncerity, ard he promovedts 
endeavour. It feemed good therefore unto 
them, to betake themſelves unto the Ser 
ſhore, and not to depart therefrom day nor 
| nights 
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nighe , if perhaps (2 {hould give: them an 
occaſion to paſs over the Sea; and being in» 
tent upon this thing , they did (upplicac with 
prayers the moſt high God, that he would di» 
re& them in their buſinels. And it came to 
paſs , by the commandment of the powerful 
end glorious God, that the motion of the 
wind and floods did cirry a ſhip, which had 
gone out of her way at Sea,towards the (hore 
of that Iſland 3 the which coming near unto 
the Land, they who were in the Ship ſeeing 
two raen upon the ſhore,they came unto them. 
Then A/al belpeaking them,defired that they 
would carry them with them 3 and when they 
conſented, and had received them into the 
Ship, God gave unto them an eafie wind, which 
carried the Ship in a ſhort ſpace unto the de» 
fired I{land;where having gone forth upon the 
ſhore, they entered the Town, and there the 
friends of Aſa! did meet him , co whom he 
made known the condition of Hai Ebn Tok- 
dben : therefore they gathered abouc him 
earneſtly, chinking great matters of him, and 
coming together unto him,ehey. eſteemed him 
much, and honoured ham, and A/a/ told him, 
that that Se of men did exceed all othersin 
knowledge and fagacity, fo that if the could 
nat infirut them, much lefle could he inftru& 
the vulgar ſort of men, Now the Prince and 
chief man of that Iſland was Sa/aman, the 
friend of #/a/, who thought it beft _—_ 
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himſelf to the fellowſhip of men,and thought 


je unlawful co give up himſelf unto ſolitude, 
So Hai Ebn-Tokdban begun to inftrut them, 
and co declare unto them the myſteries of 
wiſdom 3 but when he had proceeded alittle 
beyond that which was plain , and began to 
explicat that, the contrary whereof had taken 
place in their minds, they began to withdraw 
themſelves from him, and their minds abhor- 
red from that which he ipoke, and they were 
angry with him in their hears, alchough be- 
fore him, they carried a ſhow of kindneſs, and 
honoured him ſo far, as he was a ſtranger 
among them, and out of their oblervance due 
unto their friend Aſai, Bur Hai Ebn Tokdban 
ceaſed not night and day to deal gently with 
them, and to manifeſt the truth unto them, 
both privatly and publickly ; but that had 
no other effe&, but co encreale their enmity 
8gainſt him,and cheir flying from him,alchough 
they were lovers of that which is good , and 
defirous of the truth, but that from the dete& 
of their nature, they ſvught not che rruth in 
the due manner,nor did they apprehend it as 
it ought indeed to be 3 nor did they (earch 
through what way the entry was open there- 
unto, but they ſoughe the knowledge of it, 


after che manner of the vulgar (ore of men, - 


ſo that he deſpaired of reforming them, and 
loſt all hope of bringing them unto a better 
condition , which was lefle acceptable unto 

them. 


_ 
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them; And afterwards , obſerving diverſe ordert 
of men, he ſaw that every company rejoyced in 
that which was preſent with them, while chey 
made their luſts their God , and had the ſame for 
the objeR of their Worſhip, and deſtroyed them- 
ſelves by gathering cogether the trifles of the world, 
the defire of gaining holding them deceived , untill 
they went to the grave : but that no counſel pre- 
vailed with them, nor did good words move them, 
nor had reproof any effet upon them, but that 
they proceeded more obſtinately. But as to ywiſl- 
dom , that they had no way. open thereunto , nor 
did any part thereof belong unto them ; Fooliſh. 
neſs bad overwhelmed them, and What 

they ſoupbt after , bad occupied their Alc, cap. 3, ale 
bearts as ruſt ; God hath ſealed fatfif.& cap.2, 
their hearts and cars, and a miſt is 

| before their eyes» and a great puniſhment abideth 
them, Therefore, when he ſaw them encompaſ- 
ſed within the Fatts (or Cauldrons) 

of puniſhment , and covered with or, Curtains, 
the darkneſs of a yail, and thar all of 

them,except a few, keeped their Religion,no orher= 
wiſe bur with a reſpe& unto the world, and did 
caſt behind their backs their own works, although 
they were light and eafie, and that they eſteemed 
ſlightly of them, and chat merchandifing and trad- 
ing had occupied them , and detained them from 
the remembrance of the moſt high God , and that 
they never were afraid, their hearts and eyes be= 
ing taken up abour theſe things ; it was manifelt 
unto him, and certain, that it was impoſſible ro 
ſpeak unto them, in the manner of an open de- 


claration, nor that it was expedient that works 
Ws I (ſhould 
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ſhould be enjoyned: unto them beyond this mes- 
ſure, and that part of the profit which came from 
the Law, unto the vulgar ſort of men, was pla« 
ced herein , that it re{peRteth cheir life in this 
world, to wit, that the manner of their life there- 
in be in good order , and that no man be in+ 
jurious to another , in the things which he may 
call his own, but that they do not attain unto 
the felicity of another _ but ſome very few 
of them, to wit, theſe who prepare themſelves 
for that world , and give right diligence there- 
unto, (uch as he wbo bclieveth the truth , but 
to him who erreth , and doth prefer the life of 
this world , Hell ſhall be his place. And what 
greater labour is there , or what more grievous 
miſeries then his, whoſe works if thou doſ 
confider y from the time he riſech from his ſleep, 
untill again he return unto ſlcep , there is none 
among them that ſhall be found, by which be 
doth not Rudy to get the end of ſome of thele 
ſenfible things, which are of no worth, to wit, 
either riches co heap up, or pleaſure to take, or 
wrath , whereby to ſatisfhe his mind , or power 
whereby to defend himſelf , or in the Law of 
ſome work commanded , whereby he may ſhow 
himſelf or may have a care of his neck ; «nd 

all theſe things are darkneſs, others 
Alc. c, Alnur & upon otbers in the deep ſea ; noris 
c, Miriam. there any of you Who doth not go 
ES in thither , for ſo the decree of the 
Lord ftandeth firm. And fo conſidering the ſtate 


of men , and ſeeing the moſt of themn to be in' 


the degree of unreaſonable animals, he knew that 
all wiſdom, and dir:Rion, and amendment, were 
placed 
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placed in that which the meſſengers of God had 
ſpoken, and the Law had delivered unto them, 
and that there was no other poſſible, nor could 
any thing be added , and that chere were men 
appointed unto every work, and eyery one was 
moſily capable of that thing unto which he wag / 
ordained by nature » and that the Law of God/ 
was the ſame unto them who had gone away 
before, neither was there any change in the Law 
of God. 

And fo having returned unto Salaman and his 
Companions , he asked leave for the chings which 
he had ſpoken among them, and defired them to 
have him excuſed, and he told, that he thought the 
ſame things wich them, and did walk in the ſame 
way with them: and he exhorted them that they 
would adhere unto their inftitution concerning the 
ends of the Law , and the obſerving the outward 
works,and that they ſhould not meddle with things 

- not belonging unto them, and that they ſhould have 
faich in doubtful things, and give a ready afſent 
unto them, and ſhould be averſe from new opini- 
ons, and bad affeRions, and that they ſhould imi- 
tate their pious Forbears, and leave novelties 3 and 
he commanded that they would ſhun that-which is 
ſeen among the vulgar ſort of men, in the negleR of 
the Laws, and the love of the world , and that he 
required them moſt of all to beware of, Por both 
he and his friend Aſal did know, that there was no 
ſalvation unto this obſequious and defeRive ſort of 
men, bur after this manner, and if from that they 
ſhould be carried away unto a curious ſearch of 
ſublime chings, that things would be worſe with 


them, and that it yas not poſſible that they could 
| I 2 attain 
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© attainunto the degree of thoſe who were happy 
buc that chey (bould hang in ſuſpenſe , and be tol- 
od gpeeards, and downwards, and their end 
ould be evil ; bur if they remained in the ate 
wherein they are until death (hould take hold of 
them, that they ſhould obtain ſalvation, and 
ſhould be among them who are placed upon the 
right hand, but as to chem who had gone betorectha 
they had gone before, and that thoſe came near un« 
to them. So bidding them farewel, they departed 
from them. and took occafion to return unto their 
* own I{land, until at length the powerful and gloris 
0u5 God gave them a commodious paſſage. But 
Hai Ebn Yokdan fought after his ſublime Rate of 
ſpeculation, in the ſame manner as formerly, until 
he recovered it ; and 4ſal did imitate him, until he 
reached near unto it, or was not far irom it» $0 


fiezed on them. Aad chis is that ( God help thee 
and us with his ſpirit ) which we have received of 


laman, making choice of {uch words as is found iu 
ho ather Book,nor uſe to be heard in vulgar (prechy 
and is a part of that hiddcn knowledge >» which a0 
man recciveth bur who bath the knowledge of 
od, nor is any man jgnorant of it, but who bath 
not-the right knowledge of God, But we have 
one away differing from our pious forbears, as to 
the keeping ſecret theſe matters, and the ſparing” 
neſs of declaring them. But that which readily 
waded us to divulge this (ſecret, apd to break 
Through:this yail, was, theſe evil opinions which 
are tiſen up in this our time, which the yain Phe 
lolophers of this world haye commented , and wr 
"op ort 


they worſhipped God in that Iſland, uatil death 


the Hiſtory of Ha Ebu Yokdan, and Aſal, and Se- 
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forth into the vulgar , fo that they are dif! Ka 
into various Regions, and an evil proceed} 4 
thence was common , that we might be careful : 
the weak ( who have caſt off what they received 
by tradition from the Prophets of pious memory, 
and have choſen what was delivered by fooliſh 
men ) leſt they ſhould think that thele opinions are 
a ſecret to be kept up from them who are not ca- 
pable thereof. and this ſhould increaſe their defire 
after them, and for that cauſe (ſhould the more 
greedily affe&t them. Therefore it ſcemed good 
unto us to give ſome light diſcovery unte-them, of 
this ſecret of ſecrets, whereby we may lead them 
unto the parts of truth, and divert them from thac 
path ; yet neither have we letr thoſe ſecrets com- - 
mitted unto theſe few Leaves without a thin vail, 
which (hall be eaſily unvailed unto them who are 
fie, but hall be chick unto him who is unworthy - 
to go further on, ſo that he cannot paſs throughe. 
And I defire of my brethren, as many as (hall reaq * 
this Treatiſe » that they have me excuſed in theſe 
things which I have fo eafily declared , and fo 
freely deſcribed ; for I had not done this, but thar 
I was carried unto thoſe hights whereunto the - 
fight carmot reach, and 1 endeavoured to make my ©; 
ſpeech eahe to be underſtood, fitly placing the ſame, - 
that I might ſir up in men a debre of entering into _ * 
the right way. ButlI ask of the Lord pardon and 
remiſſion, and that he would bring us to thecercain 
knowledge of himſelf, for he is bounteous and Ii» 
beral. Peace be unto thee my Brother, whoſe pro» - © 
morion isdecreed, and the mercy of God, atd his 
blefling come upon thee. 

Praiſe umo God alone. 


The end; 
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